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and the best falconry articles anywhere*
The Journal includes aricles on tame hacking Goshawks, Falconry in Slovakia, breeding Mer-
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o the sport and practice of falconry
and o the conservation and dissernina-
tion of knowledge of birds of prey.
Membership is upen to those, who
suppurl or practice the pussuit of Fal-
conry to the highest standards and tra-
ditions. Objectives of the Club are;

To represent Faleonry throughout Ire-

tand and to foster Tntemational co-op-

cration in order to maintain the sport,

artand practice of taking quarry in it
natural state.

To preserve and encourage Falconry
within the context of sustainable and
Judicious use of wildlife.

To foster good relations and co-opera-
tion with all National hunting organi-
sations with like objectives.

To encourage eanservation, the eco-
logieal and veterinary rescarch of birds
of prey and to promole, under seien-
tific guidance, native propagation for
Falconry and the rehabilitation of in-
Jured birds of prey.

Tio monitor National Jaws in order to
permit the pursuit and perpetution of
fuleonry.

To require the observation of all laws
and regulations relating to falconry,
‘hunting, conservation and culture with
regard to the taking, import, and keep-
ing of birds of prey, the hunting of
quarry species and the right of access
toland.

To promote and uphold a positive
image of falconry with specialist or-
panisations or statuary hodies which
regulaie or atherwise afTect falconry.




Editorial

", 'Tal’ and 'lale’ are Ihree words thal spring
BIO mind in describing this bumper edifion of fhe

IHC journal. This 2011/2012 ksue came about
due to a dearth of contribution this time last year.
And 5o it was that my haranguing reached new
levels of aggression, and by the fime the steries finally
materiglised we were well past fhe print date. It was
agreed, therefore. to get a few more pisces in and
make up for Ihe laleness with size and quaily

And whal qudiily we have. If you've been yearning
for an insigntiul infroduciion fo Grouse Howking in
Scotland or Duck hawking in Conoda, Malt Gage
and wark Willams, respectively, hove super arficles
that paint vivid pictures and provide usetul tips. If
you're into Peregrine literature o thinking of expand
ing your cellection, Eamenn Ryan, the man with the
bigges! Peregrine library in freland, plunders his
colection and assesses the breadlh of wriling on this
iconic lengwing. Then there's Foghan Ryan's
exiensive diory of highs and lows wilh his ayass spar,
and James Knight's kale of plucky hawks, high drama
and leracious slemenls. And of course, there is lols
mors too.

First and foremost, | would appeal fo you fa read our
President's address overleal. In if, he detais a recent
warrying episede in which the 2013 Peregrine Wild
Toke was Ihrealened. Il was Ihe quick action of the
IHC that averted this. My request to anyane reading
this is not fo congratulnte the Commitiee but to tel
non-members of the events, to appeal to fhem fore-
join so that ihis Club can golvanise and sirengthen
ogeinst any furiher lhreats 1o our folconry priviioges.

Hilairy White
Editor
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elcome to another edition of the Irish Hawking
Wr.luh Journal. Many thasks to Hilary White for
pulling fogether another excellent Journal.

Although no lenger on the Committee, he has conti
working steadfastly over fen years or more in this capacity.
Now, as IHC Journal Editor, he but has proven that one
dacsn't have o be on the Committee to serve the Club and
its members and male a very valuable contribution at the
same time. 1 wonld also like ta thank all thuse who ha
out hawking and then were so willing to share the
ences with the rest of us through their articles!

Let me take this opportunity to thank the Committee for all
their great work. We have an excellent Treasurer: thanks to
Terry and Neal fur the fieldmeets; Mick for the Donegal field-
mucts, enuntry fair preparations and generally keeping us all
on track (with Malcolm?) and Big Sean has done us proud
with the Newsletters. And finally Fintan has been instrumental
in the website review and getting us up to date on Facebook.

Iwould also like to take this oppertunity to welcom
members ta the Club and wish you the best of luck in the pur-
suit of the are and practiee of the wonderful art, tradition and
heritage that is faleonry. It has been a great year for field-
meets, with three rabbit hawking meets, twe in Donegal and

in Kildare; and pheasnt meets in Galway, Macraom,
L and Wicklow, In fact, some of the larger, prestigous
estates in Co Wicklow have invited us to hold pheasant meets
there — thanks to some great work by Neal — and we've had
trouble fitting them all in! Smaller private meets with men-
hers took place in Sneem (Co Kerry) and Slane (Co Meath),

Although without a bird this season, | have to say [ have en-
Joyed the falconry season so far — rabbit hawking, pursuing
phensants, crow hawking and some superh snipe hawking,
However, the perils of falconry were revealed in o number of
memhers losing birds in some unpleasant ways - hitting wire
fences, stone walls and even moving vehieles. Hopefully. for
those that have lost birds, next season will be better.

We were in for illrpns! in November when the National
Parks and

L

pihing Peregrine Faleons! This eamie s
.z wa without any reasonable explanation or
. L contacted

entific evidence/survey data peer reviewed by other experts.
Ou the basis of my conversation with the Prinipal Officerin
question agreed to revert the origina decision and consider
the situation following their survey and assessment. They
agreed Lo write to all licensed faleoners o info m of the
situation. Incidentally, I never received a letter mysell.

he battle is not over — it has now really just begun. It
I was Interesting to note that a number of faleoners who
are not members of the IHC quickly got in touch with
us wondering what we were going to do abour the situation!
They have had little or no interest to engage in our club’s ac-
tivities until something goes wrong. We need ail fatcomers to
work together and to provide support at this fime. Des
peoples’ perceived differences, as falconcrs we have much
more in comman and should stick together and work together
towards protecting all aspects of our tradition, including wild
take.

T have been in correspondence with Frank Bond fout-goi
IAF President); Adrian Lombord (eurrent IAF President),
Thomas Richter (European Vice President) and Janusz
Siellekd (Poland's IAF Delegate and author of a Book on Pere-
grine Falcons, i the rei ion of the b

peregrines in Poland), | have gotten much support und advice
from them. | have requested information on the wild take —
standards and conditions from clsewhere in Europe and the
TAF now recoguise the ticed to do a new survey which will be
spear-headed by the Irish Hawking Club (Hilary White as
LAF Representative and mysel

a Freedon

g to the Department shortly
of | ing out more factu;
on the Wild Take. T am on the case and will pursue this
rigourously. In fact, Thad a meeting with the Minister of the
Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, Jimmy Deenihan, He is now
fully aware of our case and will fake a keen interest in the
‘process trom here and has even offered for me to come in and
speak to the highest level of management in the Department
— Assistant Seerctary level,

Today, T also raised with him, the Minister, the desire of the
Trish Hawking Club fo have Ireland sign up to UNESCO'
ble Cultural Heritage of Humanity. | listed a number

the Licensing Dlv‘mon of the NPWS and was told that the
Wild Take was being suspended pending the outcome of the
Peregrine Survey this coming season. This was an unaccept-
able exeuse — it is only affer such a survey takes pluce that
any rational decision on the matier should be taken, T then
contacted one of the mare scnior managers within the Depart-
ment for outlined
u number of reasons why this was unaeceptable — that there
was no justification for it; that the results of the last sury
(published in 2009) indicated that the poj
icantly increased to approximately 400

take was first granted in 1960/70 the ]\upnhl
mated to be around 250 pairs —
population had been clearly inereasing, the NPWS decided
10 suspend the license. 1 also stated that any decision should

. nam ona romm survey and scientific evidenees
nmental impaet assessment; and
¥ 10 the IHC (and others) to have the sci-

of ements in Treland that would warrant
consideration under such s listing, including Faleonry. The
Minister wis also invited o come out with us to witness first

hand, some world-class falconry - snipe hawking with a
Peregrine Falcon, s Eric Witkowski lives within his lacal
constituency in Co Kerry,

1d urge every falconer in the country Lo support the
Irish Hawhing Club — make contact with those who have
tapsed over the years and I would also urge you all to
attend the next AGM (details enclosed) so that I can outline
a mare detalled strategy on both these issues and have your
support and assistance.

Lets stick together — work together — and maintain the
favourahle conditions of faleonry and wild take in Ireland
North and South!

Regards to all,

Toghan Ryan, IHC President
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News and Updates
The Editorial always welcoma
- sightings, lost hawks, conservation matters etc - from members.

ieces of info

CHRISTIAN DE COUNE

APPOINTME!

SEFFEMBER 21, 2011 marked the passing
ADRIAN LOMBARD was appointed Presi-  of ane of world falcanry’s most steadfasi

dent of the LAF at its receat AGM i

Kearney, Nebraska, hosted by the North

Ameviean Faleaners Assaclation. Adrian
fnkes over from Frank Bond, who has

with keeping
devored

preside aver the LAF dori
ch of |

productive and imterosting eras.

scruring fileemry's pluce i intermational

Refare being elected 1o his new post, Adrian

hekd the positicn of Executive Sccretary. That

jal hos Falls o frish Tlawking Clob stabwant Up
Gary Timbrell This I8 pecat ncws and shaws
the Kind ol sespect tat Gary i al

TAF thrcuh s years o fireless woik for the
rgumsation with its Advisory Council a0d 55

Fead of Public Relations ulficer,

Flsewhere, Dr Tomas Richter of Germany was
e, and T

conry wellbeing.

weted in as Vice President for
ohumil Swaka. who wil be known to any of

el the v

em who have visi

Caech Republic, tekes the ole of Advisary

Council Chanrminn

See Page 15 for-a message from Dr Lorbord,
around-upofthe new TAF offieers amd & repont
en the recent UNESCO Feleenry reception &t
menl in Frussels.

he Furopenn Tarl strides w put

servants and protectars, IHC Honorary Life
Member Christian De Coune,

whs a5 4 yourgater. o had

legishature through his leadershi in the LT
i death from llnes, he was <ill
inthe  was un invaluable voice of wise coumac] far the

iy intetnational flconsy issues dhe prowp Committee ot up to at the
desls with. He was loved 4

To his family and e the 1AF, the Irish Hawking
Club extenss is profound sympathics.

KIWI HAWKING WITH ALL
BLACKS SHAHEENS!

THEY muy muke us wetp o the rughy feld
regularty, but New Zealand is mai
f om the fulconry map.

Leading The eharge is the Wingspan 1

Bind Of Prey Centre, which offers a homebase
for aryone i the countsy iatepested i flconiy,
Current lsgistation means dat oy the New
Zealand Barrier can be obtained under license

for the purpose of falcoars, with the New

Zealand fuleun u protected species,

Although Christian had only a brief dallience

To learn more. have a ook a their excellent

o Tipeaing il website wwwasingspan co.nz, which offers

some of the most sound practical beginnees

advice you will secon any falconry webpage.

TVAL DVD

active mermber of the Advisory Comumittes, ind

see what the THC

TFYOU really wani

teria-
tional Kestival of Falconry in Al Ain in
December 2011, the official DVD of the
event is now available.

respected by all

Billed as *highly entertaining’, the 23-
minute VI could be 4 worthwhile pur-
chase to show at fieldmeers or AGMs.

trailer can be seen on
P3paweThaHE.

A promotion
youtuhe com/wateh™

For further infimation and the ful
length DY) contact
fackhammerundjoe@umail com.
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IRISH HAWKING CLUB ON
FACEBQOK by Fintan Phelan

THE THC now lias two completely separate Fucshook entities, One
is whit's known as u page and the otber one is # group. Let me ex-
plain.

A page is like 3 webaite for o company of el 11 1§ mieant o be viewsd
oy the peneral public (o keeg them updated and tnformed as to what is

happening at the mament, People e alsa conment page nd  site 15 well presc
add photos The WIC paze can be found by poing o e ws < sure that the webs
When click 59 it won't go stagnant and d:

0 o i o]

resltaFexess commumleation, It (33140 1 el
plase for beginmers and aspining falouners o gain coniacts, osk ques-
tions and generally e what it GOng on out in the world af fleoy:

o progress his Sathr. he comc Rave bl e et webite
o W are curenily making sure the
. funciona) and gives e Mgt ) for o Chh
an be up

e Tk Bustun e you will be updaned wienever o new pest is added.
Thie Club page is heavily mo: by the admin 5o any material not
suitable: frr pubrlic will be removed immediniely

like & forurm wl
pichup elub e
Raemisers who &0 0t e theis miembership will b removed, wd
any v menbses will be sl To be adked 10 the group, you must

e, Ouly curent

L1 e i the club bas any questions er suggestions regarding the
Facebook or website stcs, please feel frec 1o coall e at phelan o
ors@y: var cacnments wil be forwarded ua 1o the com
mitice for considzration

Remember. this is YOUR club, and all input s notonly welcome, but
erucial.

“Surprise Encounter”
{Peregrine on ¢cock pheasant )

Limited Edition Fine Art Giclee Print of original oil painting by artist Shay O'Byrne
*1st Prize Winner at the 2011 International Festival of Falconry Art Competition™

Giclee Print on Matt Fine Art Hahnemuhle Rag 308 gsm Paper
Individually numbered and signed by the artist
Limited to edition of 85. Size: 16ins x 20ins, plus 2ins border

Price: €175 unframed / €300 framed
Enquires Welcome: Contact Shay by email: shayobyme10@hounail.com or Tel. 086-2053415
Web: www.seamusobyrne.com

Swivels and more

www.hoods.pl

FALCONRY EQUIPMENT
Hoods, Gloves, Vests, Bags,

Eric Witkowski on 087 0552313
or e-mail: irekwitkowski@wp.pl

[ —————————
I
I
| ADVERTISING
I
I .

Bells’ 1 Any r_nembars wishing fo place
Ian ad in the Journal must contact
: Editor Hilary White on
1 085 1340476 1
1 or hylwhite@gmail.com 1
: To place an ad in the Newslet- !
| ters, contact Sean Woods at
1 seanmartinwoods@yahoo.com
I
1
L i e -
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he morning of Saturday
TFeszury ath wos os grey

and wet os il was o yeer
praviausly when the Irish Howk-
ing Club met fer its annual field
meef and AGM in Kilreel. Co
Kildare. However, the rain
didn't dampen the spirits of all
ihe hardy souls who met up at
10am ot the Kilteel Inn on fhe
first doy and who were soen re-
acqueinting themselves with
ola friends and taces

After an informal bird of prey
displey by the HC for a local
arts and crafts group, the
assemoly was divided up into
two graups. The Harris Hawke
would ga to thelr chesen area
in search of robbils and Ihe
Gasnawkers to another area for
pheasants, [twas fo this second
graug that | decided ie attach
mysell.

Having made our woy la the
high posturelands overlooking
Killeel, IHC Fresident Eoghan
Ryan decided upon the slipping
order for thal doy. Al this point,
| would like fo once ogain
extend my sincere grofifude o
James Knight wha was frusting
enough to allow a novice Iike
me lo carry his male Goshawk
Googy for Ihe day, which
meont | was Then included in
the slipping ling-up.

Keith Barker's bird was first fo
slip, and shertly after beginning
to work his dog up o gorse
ditchiine, o fine cock pheasant
raised verfically up out of the
ditch and was only just missed
by his young bird Barabbas. Not
confent with Ihat, Borabbas

then gave o heari-pumping
7

ke  many  falconry
enthusiasts, I've spent a
lerge part of my disposable

income over the years on vari-
ous books on the subject.

I1isn't always pessible to spend
the sorf of fime in tne field that
one would ideally ke, so
having @ decent library of
books on birds of prey 1o dip
intois a guilly pleasure by fimes.
If domsn't come close o the
excitement of ‘geliing oul
there', of course, butif's nice fo
have o geod read fo fall back
on when more hands-on actien
Isn't an option.

Qver time, I've manoged to
bea, steol or borow most of lhe
fexls thof would be familiar to
all falcaners of o ‘ceroin age',
s ol course ['ve frawled
through  the verious oider
Woodford / Glasier / Mitchell /
Mavragordate-type  how-1o
manuals, aleng with the more
maoderm-day felcanry literaturs,

Bul | have a parlicular thing for
peregrines, and | have tried o
collect everything | could on
these birds especially. | thought
it might be interesting 1o go
through seme of Ihe siuff that
has been written, and maybe
recommend one or fwo 0§
decent reads.

when | first siarfed collecting
9

Fieldmeet Report

Goshawks at Kilteel, 2012

chase for between 700-900m
before evantually fiying out of
our sight.

Followed down the hill by Keith,
we found oul Ihet the Gos had
gof ifs bird! A just reward for the
amazing pursuit il had put in

Malcolm Edgor wos next to
go and the dogs were put
info cover lo see what they
would flush, but Malcalm
would have fo wail for an-
other chance later. Affer
walking through some cover
crop, o pheasanl was put up
James Knighl's Gos. How
ever, no contact was made
on this occasion. We then
met up on the road and con-
tinued an.

It was decided that as lhere
were rabhbits in the area, Mal-
colm would have onothar at-
tempt. After a Hlush for a rabhbif,
which | dign't octually see my.
self, Molcolm's prolégé gove
chase and, worryingly, headed
towards a hill covered with a
coniter plantation topped by
numerous maosts. After a difficult
search, the bird was thankfully
recovered,  Malcolm  has
instructed me to thank all whe
helped him refrigve his bird,
namely Hilary White (Yes, | do
have a use! Eg), Stephen Deviin
and Kurlis Brawn.

By this stage, everyone was
sooked through and it was
decided fo wrop things up for
the day. Having not had a
pheasenl  ourselves, James
Knight decided ihal he and |
would 1ry @ spot of rook howk-
ing. After drving around the
roads in ihe wvicinity, we soon

Alan Ferguson, Co Down

spied a freld which conlained
plenty of ground-feeding rooks
Onee in posifion, the Gos was
let go to work ond it soon had
caugnt ifs dinner - a big old
rook hal wos just o littie slower
than the rest o fly eway in fime.

Two more slips al rooks were
had but only resulted in near
misses and enjoyable flights,
but James was glad that the
Gos had gotlen some valuable
exarcise and a kill,

That night. the AGM was held in
the Kilteel Inn and afferwards
we were freated fo slideshows
on (he Inlemational Falcenry
Feslival in Abu Ghabi, and I'm
sure I'm nof on my own when |
say | was only slightly envious ef
the commiftee members fhat
were lucky enough to be an
that wonderlul Irip. Something
for us ol to aspire lo

Rowland Eustoce waos also
good enough to show us a
slideshow from the Festival of

Falconry in England some
years bock, Pinfs of creamy
Guinness  and  refreshing

beers and a lot of hawk talk
followed - not a bac way 1o
spend an evening.

oy Twa saw the assembly
Dspm up at 10.30am and

go their separate woys.
This time the weother was defi-
nilely on our side, Dry, clear
and with olmosl no wind, there
were reports of heavy rain norlh
in Dundalk and scuth in Wick-
low bul we were happy in aur
lillle enclave. With fhese near
perfect scenling condilions for
fhe dogs, we began,

Literary review

50 Shades of Peregrine

Collecting Books on Peregrine Falcons

falconry and  bird-rel
boaks, finding anything werth-
while involved Irawling through
dusty nafural history sections af
the backs of Dublin bookshops,
and many, indeed most of.
these shops are sadly gane. But
of course the internel hos
opened up possibiifies that
wera unheard of in my eariier
days, so il is possible fo frack
down mast of the fitles men
tioned here

The
Peregrine Falcon
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DEREK RATCLIFFE

Oddly enough. | den'l think
there is an out-and-out mone-
araph on training Ihe peregrine
specifically, oparl from maybe
Gamehawk by Roy Turner,
which is a book Ihal | hove 1o
admit | don't have. If anyone

Eamonn Ryan, Co Dublin

knows differently, el me knowl
Many of The books menticned
in the following piece ore
generol peregrine-inferest
ralher than falconry-specific. of
course.

should probably starl wilh

The Peregrine Folcon by

Derek Ratelifte, which while
not a falcenry book, is ¢ meno-
graph in the proper sense and is
an exiremely comprehensive
tead, Like mast of the Poyser
range of publications, il is very
well researched and refer-
anced. It covers all of the vari
Gus oreas around wild falcons,
with inleresting chapters on
wild breeding, pair formation,
hunting and se on. | would
strongly recommend it fo any-
ene with an interest in the finer
poinfs  of wild peregrine
behoviour and ecology, ond
unlike many of the dryer text-
books, it is written in o readoble
style for the mosl parl,

speaking of fhose science-
based textbock type volumes.
there are three which actually
share lhe same name, funny
encugh: Peregrine Falcan Pop-
ulations by Sielicki & Mizero,
Peregrine Falcon Populailons by
Cade and various  USA
peregrine fund quthors, and
Peregrine Falcon Populations by
Hickey. which is relofively re-

The dogs hunted fhrough gorse
and ferns in A steep-sioed
valley near an abandoned
quarry and flushed a pheasani
for Don Ryan's bird to chase
And chase he did - round the
side of the high ridge we were
slanding on and dewn infe fhe
valley floor below. Once Gos
and phecsanl flew over a
hawlhom hedgerow. they were
lost 1o our eyes, As Don set off
10 find if. the remaincer waited
patiently and took in the views
of the surrounding cauntryside

A phone call confirmed that
Don had found his bird and
ancther one loo, Ihis one
with a much longer laill The
gos had connected with the
pheosant and wos eagerly
plucking away on the other
side of that ditch.

James Knight was nexl up and
big as his female Gos s, it would

setting himself up for the fiush,
Keitn gave the go-ahead ond
out bolted a rabbif. The hawk
was slioped and once on the
wing, flew low and fast above
ihe ground belore llaring up
turning, then dropping down on
to the bunny below. It was a
good flight and enferfained all
who walched

with Don and Keith's birds
having been fed up. James
decided to have ancther go.
(Maybe, just maybe, that
missed pheosant from earlier
would still be therel)

As we wolked the ground - a
mixiure of high, dry gorse and
fern ridges, grassy hillacks and
reedy bogs - | was impressad
with the amounf and variety of
animols it neld. | must hove
counted at least 20 snipe and
two or tnree woodcock, those
twa foxes, pheasanls, rabbils,

witn bird slipped, we raced up
over the bank to see haw it had
lurned out this time. The pheas
ant was caplured aboul 3m
shorl of a large garden hedge.
We arived 16 ses her manling
protectively over her hard-
eamed lunch. What a caich!
What was interesting was that
both degs ond humans had
been all over that spot for
Jomes' tiush and we had
passed very close by. If not over
t for Keith's hunt previously. All
the while, that brave oheasant
sal light, As soon as our heads
turned 1o watch the rabbit, up
he go! and wen! the ofher woy.
This one musl have been
around the block befora.

Onlookers gathered around
James ond his bird ta offer con
gralulations on the flight and
lake Iots of pholographs for our
newsiellers and journals. Our
residen! arlist Shay ©'Byme foo.

the pheasant suddenly spron% Ol.éT
W

and
raced u

have required a different type
of birg altogether fo tackle the
two fexes that were raised in
the course of the hunl. He was
nearly at the edge of the
quarry before 1he dogs warking
for him did their job and flushed
anather pheasant. His big girl
put in a good effort but unforiu-
nalely his pheasan! gol lucky
and jinked down inlo some
cover ond gol away. The spol
was duly morked in case we
would hunt it later.

It was the furn of Keith Borker
now, who was hunfing oway
with his deg when Damian from
the Kiltoel Gun Club soid that
his pointer nad just gone firm.

PEREGRINE FALCO?

POPULATIONS

cent, as far as | know.

| Ihink it's fair enough 1o say
thal fhese are for the real
enthusiast (or cegree studentl)
only really, as they are relatively
dense to read and can be
guite heowy on stalisiics. For
something  with less of a
college-thesis siyle, | would go
lo some of Ihe more homaly
reads of which there are quite
a few.

In Pursuit Of The Peregrine by
Dick Treleaven is a really nice
book fo gef hold of, if you get o
chance. The author spent a life-
time pulfing in the hours af var-
ious Comwall coastal eyries
and keeping o diary of whal he
saw. He was alse an artist and
the bock is ilustrated with his
own very decent skelches and
peintings of tha falcens that ne
knew so well. Inferestingly, he
was an aclive falconer in his
younger days, but apparently
he would nof keep peregrines,
preferring to watch them in the
wile only. The beook is written
with a greal olfection for his
local patch and the peregrines
that live there hopefully still:
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and. os | leames, deer. A
hunter's dream, and possibly
site for future longwing snipe
meels.

We walked along in the hope of
flushing something for James
and were soon al the place
where we morked the pheasant
earlier. The dogs rummaging all
Ihreugh the orea pui oul @ rab-
bit which James didn't engoge
and we thought thot the pheas-
ant had wisely mode good its
escape. As we watched the
rabhit picking its woy through
the undergrowlth, the pheasant
suddenly sprong ouf of a fem
pafch and flew past James and
s birg)

anyone with an inferest in birds
generally could enjoy Ihis book,

The same author has another
smaller work called The Private
Life Of The Peregrine. also worth
a look, It is a much sligl T pa
perback affair, but is just os
good o description of the
Comwall peregrines in their
doy-fo-day life

Coincidentally, the seme part
of the world gave rise to yet
one more similar volume of
observational  werk  called
Dorset Peregrine Walch by Ed
Harwood. Il is very similer in

N
m

ppe

e phegsant
L SNOIT of a
ived fo see
over her
tch

=]
-

tnok his [airshore of photos and
| hope il hos given him some
inspirafien and detall for his
next masterpiece. | for ane will
look forward to that.

nd  thal  concluded
events. We broke up and
mef alitfie way down ihe

road with the Haris Hawkers for
an update and o chat, As they
were finisning up for the day
also, friendly goodbyes were
exchanged ond peopie lhen
headed off home with their
wonderful birds fo the four cor-
ners of the istand,

books out of the USA in recent
years. Peregrine Quest by
Clayton White is typical of the
American style, and probably
ligs between lhe hesis style of
Ratcliffe and the conversa-
fional fabservalianal approach
of Treleaven. While wos [and
probably siill is] an eminent sci-
entist, but the wrifing is always
engaging. and the field nates
are fascinating fo onyone with
mere than a passing peregrine
fetish like myselt

IHC members will probably be
aware of the slew of American
fitles such as A Rage For Falcons

PP 1o the
books. but is not nearly as com
prehensive and is based over o
much shorter periad of fime.

Lesser in scale again is Pere-
grine Faleons by Roy Dennis,

which is really not much more
then a photegraphic essay.

%rﬁgrme

Cuest

oving away from
these low-key and
very  English  style

works, there are several nofable

by Bodic, A For Fal-
cons by Burnham, or The Hunt-
ing Falcon by aur good friend
Bruce Haok, all of which deal
with peregrines lo a greater or
lesser degree. along some
questionable sub fiction stforts
like Wings For My Flight by
Houle, but space dictates I'll
keep to the ones that suil our
specific persgrine theme the
most,

some American Hooks | would
go to frequently would be these
fhree: City Peregrines by Soul
Frank, Leaming To Fly by P
Liotio and Bolt From The Blue by
Deiker.

City Peregrines is a greal book
about the wild urbon felcons of
mannattan, and is based on
many years ol observation of
these birds as they established
themselvesin entirely new habi-
fal on skyscraper ledges and
rivar bridge structures. Really
omozing siuff, and it would
provide very specific informa-
tion for anyone about to visil
NYC. Highly recommended.

Learning Ta Fly is an accoun| by
a USAF fast jet pilot about his
10



ather life with peragrines, both
helping at hack sites on the

reintioduction projects and as a
falconer, He is net the mast
convincing falconer, and al

times {he book veers inle some
cod-philosophical areas. but it
is written from an unusual per-
spective and | enjoyed it

Bolt From The Blue, Dick
Dekker's book, is a thin poper-
back which deals in particular
with the nunting strategies of
wild peregrines. ond is inlerest-
ng for that raason.

The rather comically fitled Sto-
ries Of The Blue Meanie by
Enderson s worth a meniion
too. Despite the awful title, the
book s on account of a life
spent around the wvarious USA
large folcon research  and
reinlraduction projecls.

sefore |eaving the American
contributiens to the Ffalcon
genre, it there Is such a thing, |
musl menlion one work of
fiction. Peregrine &y William
Bayer is a whodunil hriller wilh
an erofic sub plaf (I'm not
|oking) about a falconer who
trains his bird to murder people
by stooping of them and clob
bering them on The head, wilh

fatal consequences. The Holly-
wood movie con't be far be-
hind, | think we all need this
hook in our collections!

acx on this side of fhe
B world, | thought | wouid

mention a few of the
more unwsual books | have
managec fo get hold of aver
the years,

F Heatherly's The Peregrine Fal-
con Al The Eyre is quite an
amazing book. If is @ witten
and photographic account of

some seasons spent al o Scol-
lish sea-cliff evrie during 1910-
1912, The phatos are taken on
primitive  glass-plote lype
equipment which must have
been a nightmare to lug fo the
inaccessible cliff site. and lo
get the necessary exposures
[without the bird moving while
being photographed!). If is o
testament fo the Viclorian can-
do affifude.

The accurate and detailed field
notes still stand up today -
there s even a comprehensive
list of the prey species deliverad
to the nest over the nesting
season (amusingly, diary enlry
from May 29. 1912. 2.57pm
features o domestic chickenl]
By the way, there is a modem
reprint of this book ovailable on
eBay: don't buy it — it is o really
bad-quality facsimile. The origi-
nal can still be found fram time
lo time.

The Peregrines Of The Lake Dis-
triet by Dawson is maybe the
oddest book of my collection. It
is o small, hardback volume
which oppears to be an
apciagy for, and o manual on,
2gg collecting of all things. To
Ihis end, if gives o delailed lisl
of the various knawn falcon

| remember as a kid, it was the onl
ook about falcons I could find in my
local library, and it also happened fo be
a literary masterpiece. | still go
back to this book and it still gets close to

the essence of what

it1s to see

falcons fly in a clear sky
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hy is Brusselsimportant fo
falzoners? All falconers,
falceners from all over

the world? In every inlernalional
cenvention that affects falconry -
C1Es, the Bern Convention, the
Bird Directive and all the rest, the
EU votes as o block: 27 individual
votes all voting the same way. It
so influences the votes of neigh-
bouring and perpheral non-EY
couniries. for example Switzedand
and Turkey. If is alio a fact that
almost every bit of legislation of the
wast 30 years that affects falconry
and felcaners hos originated in an
EU state (frequently the UK.
although many UK falconers lika fo
olame the EU as if they weren'| in
it). This is why |AF [ikes ta act like the:
Skibbereen Eogle and keep ifs eye
on things.

Falconers from 18  cauntries
gathered with EU decision-makers
al the European Pariament in Brus-
sels to launch a unique exhibition:
IAF and FACE {European Federa-
fion for Hunting and Conservation)
joined with Europeon Parfament's
Sustainable  Hunfing  Intergroup
President, Véronique Mathieu and
MEP Bogdan Marcinkiewicz whe
hested an infernationaily themed
visuel display in this, the very hearl
of Europe, It was @ huge opportu-
nity for falconers and other
corservafionists 1o meet with EU
decision-makers ond for the MEPs
to meel folcaners and lo gain an
understanding of falconry.

3

Falconry: 4000 Years Of A

Hunting Art

IAF Executive Secretary Gary Timbrell, Co Cork

The purpose behind lhe evenl was
to show fo Members of fthe
European Pariament and officials
The inlernaticnal ond cullural as-
pects of falconry, The principle
behind our efforts towards UNESCO
recagnition for lalconry hos been
that it is eosy to be anfi-sport, but
much horder lo be anf-cullure:
The event confinued the
celebrations oround the UNESCO
inscription and followed on from a
lower key recepfion in Strasaourg
in2011 (the EU Parioment sits for six
menths Tn Shosbourg and s
months in Brussels). Every MEP, all
742, wass Invited fo visit the four-day
exnibifion and fo the inaugural
receplion which included relresh-
ments. VIPs from UNESCO. national
ambassies,. NGOs and  hunlers'
arganizations dlsa Gttended s wel
as delegotes from IAF member
wed their
irwitations fram Mme Mathisu

Enfry fo Ihe EU Podiament bulding
is by irvitation of an MEP and
secure nccess bodge. autharized
well In advance. so there was no
gereral 'of-he-sireel’ access, bul
large number of visitors fo the Euro.-
pean Poriament  deliberately
made falconry part of their tour.
450 people were servad drinks and
fire gome meat from Poland
[pravided by MEP Marcinkiewicz)
at the opening ond an overage
daily footial of 200 pecpls came
through the exhibition.

This unique infernafional exhibition

from the &th=9Ih November,
brought together dispiays of im-
ages, talcorry equipment, fools
backs and histerical orfifacts 1o
convey the deep arfisiy at the
heart of our global cullural
herlage. There was a photo-
opportunity for the MEPs and offi
cials with folcons ond howks of the
Club Marie de Bourgogna cutside
the main enfrance of the Eura
pean Parliament, Ploce du Luxern-
bourg. This majestic sight was
accomponied by  opening
fonfares of tradifional jagdhom
olowers of the Czech Repubic and
the Trompes du Duché de
Limbourg serenaded the guesfs as
They lefl,

Joc van Gerven, curator of the
Valkenwaard Falconry Museum in
Holland , gave a demansiration of
arfisan hood-moking and a short
file Falconry Our intangible tiving
Herifage offered an oufine of the
UNESCO-recognized heritage 1o
the assembled MEPs ond guests
French MEP Veromioue Malhieu
ond  Palsh  MEP  Bogdan
arcinkiewice gove the naugural
address and were joined by the
Pariament's President of the
Culture & Education Commitlee.
Doris Pack. Avy. Glovanni Banes,
vice-president FACE, FACE Secre-
tary-General Angus Middlaton and
IAF President Frank Bond aka ad
drassed fhe asembly.

Special dersgations were gianed
for the numbers aftending the

eyies in the Cumbria and
Pennines regions, down lo their
03 map coordinates! Il is quite
a bizarre book. | can only imag-
ing thot it is not generally avail
able, and can'l  achsally
remember where | found my
copy (I suspect it was privately
published). it's a jaw dropper

The Peregrine’'s Saga by Henry
Wiliamson. famed for Tarka The
Ofter, s Williamson's  lesser
known fictional work about a
peregrine and its dealings with
men. It is probobly 1he first book
1o consider the concept of the
urban perecrine foo. The prose
style is quite dated now, bui is
sfill worth a read for what it is. I
deserves a special mention for
the accompanying Cherles
Tunnicliffe woodcut ilustrations.
which ore magnificent. [Which
prompls me fe menlion Tunni-
cliffe’s The Peregrine Sketch-
boek, quite offen seen
discounted in the arf section of
Dublin bookshops and well
waorlh @ punt or lwa).

he folcon and fiercel
Tgcnnu continue to inspire

Ihe writing of helly pieces
of literature, and some of the
more recent odditions to the
canon of work ars sumplucus
and much seught after. not o
mention expensive.

Many books have already been
published about the efforls
mode fo help the decimated
wild American falcon popula
tion since fhe fifties, Tom Cade
and  Bil  Burnham. both
synonymous with that initiative,
nove recently published Return
Of The Peregrine, a iarge and
impressive volumne summarising
that work and ifs success. If your
coflee table is big enough, you

can  odd Emma  Ford's
succinctly liied Peregrine. It's
naw rare and pricey, though. |
was lucky enough o receive it
as @ significant birthday present
from @ falconer iriend.

Even in the last few weeks, | see
yet another book has been
reieased, The Peregrine Falcon
by P Sfiring Aird. proving that
the species is continuing to
calch readers’ and writers'
imagination. I've just acquired
o copy from Amaozon but
haven't got around 1o reading
1t yet, I'm afraid.
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J A BAKER

Il ot the books | have
mentioned are intarest-
ing in iheir own woy

and anyone with an interest in
falcons and foleonry could
while oway an hour reoding
any of them. But If | could leave
you with one beok from all of
them, it would be The Peregrine
by JA Boker,

Inis isn't a folconry manval or
Gvan @ specios monagraph as
such, bul as @ lyrical deseription

opening  [usually  exhibition
openings are limited to 50 pecpla)
ond for enfry of fauna into he
European Parfament Building. This
is fruly exceptional and the dispen,
safion was granted directly by fhe
President of the European Porfa-
ment; such is the high esteem
cored by ihe UNESCO recognifion
of falconry as Infangibie Heritoge
of Humanity.

In her opening speech, Mme
Malkiey siressed the mportance
of hurfing and hawking af fhe
oresent fime. Angus Micdleten,

Secrefary FACE thanked Frank
Bond for his achievements over the
past six years in Ihe IAF ond Frank,
as ihe official representative of
falconry, pointed out the benefits
of folcaners in Ihe greal birds of
prey protection projects beings
coried out €.g., the reintroduction
of the peregrine. He lauded the
rae-nasting praject in Peland,
conducted in cooperafion with
German falconars and praised the
efferts of Austria and Hungary who
wauld shorlly add their falconry lo
the UNESCQO fisfs of infangible her-
itage.

of time spent trying to get a
glimpse of a wild animal, and to
gel clase fo whal is ullimalely
inspiring abiout these raptors
you will not find a better work. It
is o5 close 1o proper lileralure os
a ook about falcons can be.

| first read it when | was a
younger than | om now. |
remember as a kid, it was the
only book about falcons | could
find in my local fibrary, and il
also just s happened fo be a
iterary masterpiece loo. | sl
go bock lo Ihis book and it still
gels close to the essence of
what it is fo see folcons fly in o
clear sky.

Review a book

Has your day been
saved by a frusty
piece of text, or do
you find some are not
worthy of the hype
they gei?

Tell the rest of your
club your verdict on a
falconry book, old or
new, and why you
think it does or doesn't
deserve fo live in
every member's
bookcase.

hylwhite@gmail.com

It was a hu%;e
opportunity Tor

EU decision-
makers and MEPs

to meet falgoners

and torqcm,on
undersfanding
of falconry

his was cerlainly the most
successful evant | have been

involved with in the 12 years of

working In IAF. There was nof one
single negative remark from any of

through and it even made the EU
Parfiament's Facebaok page (ves.
there is one] with several hundred
positive comments and 'likes', At
last, falcoriy is nermal.

IAF Committee News and
message from newly appointed

IAF president Dr Adrian Lombard

1 and the other national delegates around the world,
recently received this message from newly appointed
LAF President, Dr Adrian Lowmbard, South Africa.

Ed

Dear Delegate,

Tt is nearly six years since [ set up these groups as a

means of communicating with the members of the
IAF. The past six ycars have been an incredible
Jjourney, both for the TAF and for myself.

Under the leadership of Frank Bond, the [AF has in-

creased in size by another 50%, whilst it has grown in
stature as a truly international NGO representing the

interests and aspirations of Falconers from all over the
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(L) Ovtgoing IAF President Frank Bond, Prasident Elect Dr Adnan Lombard, Vice President for the Amencas Ralph Rogers, VP for
Europe Or Thomas Rishlor, WP for Asia, Alrica and Ocaania Baky! Kamakbayoy, Advisary Council Chaitman Dr Bohuml Straka

Glohe. We are represented on a number of interna-
tional forums and are developing as an effective voice
for Falconers.

Eor my part, serving as Executive Sceretary of the IAF
has been an experience that has ransformed my life.
[ have met people and made friends, gone to places
and scen things that 1 never dreamed would be
possible, Tn the process, T have learned a great deal
ahoul falconry, conservation, heritape, law and politics
and I trust that these insights will help to puide and
direct me in the years ahead.

With the New Year comes a change in the leadership
af the IAF. This is a real chunge with new fac
accupying most of the leadership positions. Never-the-
less, the old leadership will be retained to provide
guidanee and continuity for the future. There are also
anumber of members who are completely new to the
leadership of our organization to bring us encrgy and
enthusinsm with new ideas. The future promises to be
both exciting and challenging. We are looking to
institute the business plan with the establishment of a
permanent professional office and foundations to
create sustainable funding for the IAF and its projects.
Thera is much work to be done and we shall be calling
On YOu Lo assist.

1 would Tike to thank you, all, for your support and
encouragement. With the elections behind us, we will
all work together for the good of our arganization, our
Artund our passion for Falconry.

Please allow me to wish you all, with your families
and the falconers whom you represent, the very best
for Christmas and the New Year.

Dr Adrian Lombard, IAF President Elect

assembly through fhe officiol process. We
alse sefzed the chonce and added new
membaers 1o our falconry world, | must say
that il tne presentations of the appli
cants were truly amazing.

One of the things that | have to mention is
that fhe nexl year IAF AGM will be held in
Holland. This will be mere approachable
to European falconers and | really can't
wail lo see can the Netherlands beat
what the USA did this yeor. During this
avent, in all of the rooms where the tal

canwhile, Dr. Lombard announced his ree-
Mommendauons for the other officers and the

rest of the Advisory Committee; the Council
of Delegates announced their consent. The new Exec-
utive-Secretary will be Gary Timbrel] (Ireland) and the
Treasurer remains Anténio Carapugo (Portugal).

The new Advisory Committee will include, in addition
te these officers: Dr. Bohumil Straka (Czech Rep)
Chairman and with special responsibility for UN-
[ESCO matters; Véronigue Blontrack (Belgium) Public
Relations Officer; Zayed Al Madeed (Qatar) with spe-
cial responsibilitics in the Gulf States; Dan Ceechini
(USA) database; Professor Matt Gage (UK) science;

Majid Al Mansouri (UAE}; Janusz Sielicki (Poland)
conservation; Yukio Asaoka (Japan) with special re-
spensibilities in far eastem countries: Dr Laco Molnar
(Slovakia) veterinary matters; Fernando Féas (Spain)
with special responsibilities in Latin America.

Dr Lombard also announced his intention to extend
their number with non-voting members chosen for
their specialist skills: Frank Bond (USA) General
Counsel to TAF, Patrick Morel (Belgium) Brussels
Counsel, Dr. Javier Ceballos (Spuin) cthics, Pete
Rodas (USA) database support, Anthony Crosswell
(UK} joumnal editor, Alexander Prinz (Germany) E
ropean Transpareney Register, Dianne Moller (USA)
women’s working group, Adrian Reuter (Mexico)
CITES, Keiya Nakajima (Japan) seience and conser-
wation, Jevgeni Shergalin (Estonia) Information Offi-
eer, Frits Kleyn (Netherlands) arts and culture, Patrizia
Cimberio (Italy) website support

fextract from LA Newstetter)

coners were meefing, there was o exhibl-
tion of panels dedicated to 4000 years of
talconry cultural heritage. The author of
the panels is Patrizia Camberia.

The last doy was lopped wilh a banguet -
delicicus food in the company of great
falconers. Whal else can a mon ask for?
The speech of each ol the presenters was
touching and funny. Now the only thing to
wish is thal nex! year in Holland there will
be even more falconers.

i

A Short report on

NAFA Meet

and IAF AGM in

Kearney, USA

By Tomislay Cvar, Croatia

t was Saturday when |
anded in Kearney. | was
ucky enough that lhe

Qatar representalives were
on the same flight from
Denver with me, otherwise |
would have been kind of lost
in USAl They had a person
waiting of arivals for them
and after landing il was only
few seconds when they
started falking about falcons
- that blew their cover
squeezed into the van with
them and went te cneck-n
to the hotel.

The hatel was a nice place
with very hospilable slalf. |
had no problem with getfing
anything from day one. | was
sharing my reom with Janos
Teoth, the Hungarian repre
sentative. | liked (hat since |
have learned fram my
business colleagues a nice
collection of nasty and dirty
Hungarian words thot | had

nlike most perts of the UK
U where | used fo live, the

terain and condifions in
many parts of North Amenca are
very conducive to duck hawking.
As a resull, it is widely practiced
in North America. and they have
it down to @ fine arl. In northem
Alberla, Canado, we have very
littie in the woy of upland gome
fiying so dueks are fhe mainstay
of our lengwing hawking.

The season starls on September
15t and uliizing CITES 107-day
migratery gome bird season, it
goes unlil December 15th, How-
evar, the freeze-up comes well
befors and all the ducks fly south
except for o few flacks of mallard
that winter here on the large
open water near lhe warm woler
n-off from the local power
stations. While the season is rela-
fively shori, the abundance of
ducks; suitoole land fo fy and
ease of access fo My, oll con-

no problem fo present fo my
newly tormed frigndl

©On Sunday morning, | visited
Ine receplion desk and regis-
lered for the NAFA and IAF
meaetings. That is where
meet Cathy. a cheerful lady
who had more life than some
19-yearold girls. The fun
starled. | wos lagged and
supplied  with  load  of
welcome gifts

n Sundoy evening
the NAFA meel was
began. It was my firsl

lime in the USA and all the
people talking In the accent
of Hollywood movies was un-
real. There were plans mada
for tamerrow's hawking and
trapping

Being a longwinger, | heped
to see some of the falcon
action But the chance

fribute to some pratty awesome
and intense duck hawking.

Species of Ducks

Most of the hawking | practiced
in the UK was with Goshawks,
and 1o fry some duck hawking
waos o rore freat usually only
found at a fieldmeel or such.
Waler birds such os cools and
moorhens commen
Goshawk prey but nof realy that
challenging. Except for the
matard, | never really studied the
different species of ducks we had
inthe UK 56 | am unable to make
comparisons. Here in Canado,
we classily lhe ducks into fwo
main cofegories, these being
puddle ducks and divers

were

Each of the different species of
duck has their own behavioural
characteristics that make for a
wariety of flights even under the
same congitions and terrain. The

twisted my plans and | ended
up with Deanna Sischo Curtis
and Sylvia Beinlich Redling
The lodies were flying Red-
talls. | have never thought
much of these birds, actually
| locked down an them,
fhinking that they are clumsy
and slow. It was a new
experience lo me. On fhe
days fe come, | sow Rediails
fly better in the woods,
through branches and in the
open than many goshawks
that | have seen, back home
ond here. Greot birds

aler in fhe week, the IAF
L AGM took placa. A lot of

people came earlier and
we had o great time before
the actual official business
began. During Ihe AGM, we
had to choose new leader-
ship. The AGM had a nice
repart from former president
Frank Bond, who led ihe
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bast types of ducks to fly are the
bigger *puddie’ ducks such as
the mallords, gadwells, pintail,
widgeon and the slightty smaller
shoveler. Of all these, the
gociwall seems 1o be the mast
fsarless and clean-flushing duck.
Either that or they are just plain
stupid! Once they lsave a body
of waler they den'f re-enter but
keep on going in an otfempt fo
find anofner bady of water
Because of this froit fhey are
ideal for a young hawk to fiy
since they give the inexperi-
enced bird @ clean shot at
catehing it Malicrds are in my
experience the strongest and
fastest fiyars, They o on oecea
sion turn back to water if hard-
pressed and enly Farely bail out
under a falcon. The pintail is o
duck | have never caught. They
are usually seen passing through
my area in the retum migration
during springlime  but  rarely
breed here. choosing fo go fur-
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ther narth instead

They are Peregring (folcon ond tierc

1),

seldom caught because they are  Prairie Folcon, Gyr hybrids and

usually lhe lost duck to flush

allowing the other ducks fo go  birds, like

least of all the pure Gyr, Tha big

femole Gyrs and

first and drew the falcon white  female hybrids thereof, lend to

they pop out the back door so fo
speck.

intimidate even the big ducks
and flushing can be o problem.

Contrary o some perceptions,
The fhvee species of eal [green-  some of the best duck hawks |
wing. biuewing and cinnamon) have seen have been the smaller

are the smaillest puddle ducks. Peregrine

fiercels. The ducks

They can be exasperating to fly  seem less intimidated by them

since they ore offen difficult fo
flush in the first place and once

and fush nicely under them.
Again generalising here, most

arbome are prone fo ‘baiing tiercels are naturaly high fiyers

out' under a stooping falcon. In
the past. | have had to wadea into

and so lhe combination makes
for some spectacular lights. My

warrer past my knees in an ol-  fiercel Anatum Perogrine GB flew

tempt to serve my falcon and
somelimes one's dog cangrob a
reluctant duck in the waer that
won'l flush under the talcon.
Contrary to many folconers’ per-
ceptions. a teal's fight i quile
slow even though those wings
are flapping ke crazy. The bes!
bird to fly of these species of
small ducks is o Tercel Peregrine
as the teal seem less intimidated
by ifs presence high ebove and
are less inclined fo.dump under t, 1

h

The diving ducks (ruddy duck
and bulflehead etc).

at 550g (1lk.302) and he cought
as many mallords os he did feal
and gadwalls. He was probably
the best bird | have flown lo
date. In his second season he
cough! 31 head in 43 days of
hunting! Admittedly, cne has fo
be prepared to get in quickly
end help them ouf where as the
bigger females subdue big ducks
much easier. While | do not cen-
dene fiying big cucks with small

ercels, Inese filtle birds have oig
corts and aven though there

may be smaller ducks in the flee-
are the ing flock, their confidence level

most difficult to flush and in my  can be se high that sometimes

opinion the leest sporting o
cateh,
caught these diving ducks is
when Ihey flush with fhe main
flocks n the: initial flush and then
Ihey are *dead in the air'. Their
powers of flight are nol as good
cs the bigger ducks. much ke Tl
ihe cools ar 'mudhens' as they T

they fust go for ifl Sadly, this also
The only time | have con be their undeing as wos in
GB's cose. A bad leg injury from
ahigh-speed impact with quary
resulted in an early refirement for
this couregeous litlle bird

he Set-Ups
he great thing aboul duck

ore offen relerred lo here. The howking here is that it is very

joke amongst local falconers i
that if you cateh one, it countsas i
a negative head count on your
quarmy list

it

Hawks Used that a non-fc
and witness (2.5,
Most of our sel-ups, 6s we refer lo

The most commonly used birds
for duck hawking here are the
12

inchfir? pl’r([‘,h vorle

of sef up. Mo
anythin over
want osee

romt

fitude, the ducks are very reluc-
tant fe flush. That said, some
ducks get jumpy it hunted a lot
and flush easily. As with any set-
up, wind direction is o big consid-
srafion. The ducks wil nearly
always flush into wind although
often will turn downwind if the
flush is orchestraled well. After a
few duck fights, an inexperi-
enced bird will learn to woit on
above the water and slighly up
wind.

Flushing
While the falcon is climbing, we
discreetly walk into position o
Mush the ducks, remaining out of
their sight if possible. The dogs are
held back until the eopropricte
moment when the hawk is in
position and then we send them
in to make for a clean flush. |
used to we a German Wire-
haired ond a German Shert-
haired Pointer for this purpose but
inrecent years, with more upland
hawking, | run one wirehair and
ane English pointer. They are very
adaptable for flushing and point-
ing as the siluation demands and
baoth do well in water and flushing
altheugh the wirehair is much
more hardierin cold weather, If is
always important 1o get the
ducks to flush cleonly, olherwise
the falcon pulls out of the stoop
as ihe straggler ducks get up and
put back inta water. More offen
21

much a speclator's sport. The

ight starts and usually ends very

close to the falconer. If one has
an experienced bird fiying ducks

con make for some great fiing
Coner can come
landowners).

oijate)

he blisterin

them, are sioughs or large ponds
that are dispersed around the
countrysice in any good year
Occasionally, we get dry years
thal can moke for difficult duck
hawking bul it is sfill very good by
Europeon standards. It means
you have 30 locations lo choose
from instead of 401 To any wvisitor
from the UK or Europe. the abun-
cance of game and space fo fiy
iz clways @ topic of cenversalion.
Trying to fiy lrge rivars ar marshes
i fulile as the ducks are nearly
always able 1o put back in, The
best sef ups are small dug-cuts or
sloughs. Large bodies of water
coensisting of several acres are
fine providing the ducks are in
sufficient numbers io encourage
a flush. It is offen over the big
water thal you see your falcon
go recl Figh since they need a
gocd pitch to cover their 'kiling
cone'. Flying field ducks is an
ofher option and can make for
some pretty spectacuiar fignts.

Approach

Compared to hawking grouse,
cluck hawking & almost an arm-
chair sport. We drive around
loaking far suitable sef ups and
when we lind such a fignt we
smply pull avar, careful not 1o
park in view of the ducks. It is ad-
visable fo seek londowner per-
mission in odvance if possible. |
have never hod o problem goin-
ing permission and in the area
that 1 live | am forfunate to nave
numerous creas covering several
thousand acres that | am able to
fly. Once telemetry is checked,
the folcon is unhooded and cast
off. At this point we unicad the
dogs from the truck while the bird
takes a piten. It is offen wise fo
have a dog of twa to help flush
or artha very lecst o faw mesdium
sized slanes in your pockst to
throw if needed. Once the howk
is over the water and gaining al-

s depending upon the
, the size of water and type
kill ducks from

ourse we all
eordrop

€ neavers and a
nice knock down

than nat, while the hawk is low
cnd in the process of regaining ifs
pifch the odd duck wil panic
and make & run for it and then
the flight tums into a tall chase or
rat hunt efc. Although often suc-
cessiul, the aesthetics of the flight
is soured as a resulf, At fhis paint,
IHhink it is appropriate to mention
pitch. | find this varies depending
upon the individual bird, the size
of waler and type of sel up. Most
hawks can kil ducks from any-
thing over 150-200ft. Of course
we all want fo see the blistering
teardrop from the heavens and a
nice knock down. In reality | find
the falcon decides the pitch
based upon previous experi-
ence. terain and the circum-
stances, much like they decide
1o bind of Mt on any given duck
fight. My birds take different
pitches on different set-ups.
Sometimes they are too high and
by the lime they ge! dewn the
ducks have left the country or
waorse stil made it to another
body of water. | fend fo recog-
nize when my bird has reached
its pitch for any given flight set
up,

Hazards

Due to the ever incracsing popu-
lation of the countryside and ive:
stock farming practices, fences
and wires are the most common
hazards falconers nave 1o be

concemad with. Many of us have
had the misforfune 1o have
expenenced, or know of same-
one who has experienced, the
eften-fotal consequence that a
fun-in with o power line or fence
can have. Even when you go to
lengihs 1o avoid fences, the flight
can go wrong and o subsequent
toil chose ends in fragedy. Even
as lwrite this eriicle, | recently lost
a fine tisrcel Peregrine to a thin
electric wire fence. while anolher
friend lost his Prairie Falcon to o
high-vollage power pole. Other
noturcl nozards we have to
consider in these parts are
coyotes, homed and snowy awls,
recttails ond eagles. Al are
opperiunists and have caused
the death of many o bird,
particulady when on the kil. |
have had a coyole run in on my
falcon while she is frying fo
dispatch a duck that she had just
cought. Being used to any dogs
proved near fatal for her. Luckily
1w there just in fime.

Folconry fo me & a real life
crama. It is about living on the
edge, porficulorly for our birds.
The best bircs are confident and
bold and push it 1o the limit. That
Tswhy hey cre so successiul. They
fiy *on the edge’ all the time and
sadlly, this s ailso why if flown offen
and lang enough, it increases the
chances of hem mesling with a

violent and sudden demise. When | siip my
falcon | never know what is in store for her,
nowever | try to prepare for it. If | was not
prepared, | woulkd not fly her and to own o

hawk and not fly it for fear of losing it is @

fravesty. All we can do as parfners in this
natural drama is 1o fry our best 1o exercise
good judgement and balance the risks 1o
reduce the opportunity for Murphy's Law to
roise ifs ugly head.

hawking great fun. Depending where

Like many falconers here, | find duck
you live, you can usually get far more

opporfunifies for duck fights in o day than for
sharptal grouse or huns. This makes for a more
social day's hawking wilh a group of friends.
Whils sharptail grouse are probably ¢ gredter
chalienge and matcn for a falcon, for sneer
fun, enjoymen! and ciose-quarter flying, you
can't beat agood day's duck hawking in my
humble opirion.

Photography by Mork Wiliams
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tall bagan when | entered a
couple of paintings to the

2nd International  Folconry
Fastival Art Competition in Al
Ain, little dig | know what an ad-
veniure loy ahead of me. A few
months lafer | was delighted to
raceive the news thof one of
the paintings had been short-
listed for the competition, ana
ihat | would be sponsored by
the organisers lo attend the fes-
tival which was held belween
December 11th and 18th, 2071,

The trip to the United Arab Emi-
rales was pure magic. Every.

falconry re

willin 8ﬁes(sq
awareness,

and a clos

greal lo meet with Eoghan
Ryan. Sean Woods, Terry Turk-
ington and MNeal Coroll for
breakfast, They had ol arrived
the previous evening ond we
had a let of catching up to da
| was now excited abaut the
caming days and nights.

ing the week-long festival,
which was shored between
*he deserl camp al Ramah at
the beginning and then at the
festival site at Al-Jahili Fort in
the city of Al Ain, where the art

lfJII'
635G

There wWere many evenfs cur-

s disiplin
ec:rn po ke

Eservahono
nature ’ro’r S|m|1c1r

Musings on Art, Falconry

and Al Ain

Shay O'Byrne, Co Wicklow

ture and Heritage, and the Emi-
rates Falconers Club

The Art and Photogrophy Exhibi-
tion consisted of work selected
from open submission by artists
and  photegraphers  from
cround the world, the theme,
naturally, being falconry and
bircis of prey. There were @ num-
ber of different categarias such
as hawking, perfrait, human,
flight, quarry, etc, with a first
prize 1o be adjudicated In each
category. The exhibitions were
held in fwo separate marquee-
style fents. set up with white

hence o

St

en

attri u’res o} bemg an arti

thing was laid on for s, from
oirport  transfers, transport,
hotel, food, etc. With so many
guesls from all over the world to
be catered for, It must have
baen a logistical nightmeare far
Nick Fox and Mary Lobb to
organise, so congratulations to
them and the whole team for
an excelent job.

The flight aver with Elhihad Air-
ways was excallent. and they
were also very good about
fansporting o large wooden
crale with my mosterpiece in
side. With wocden box ond all,
I orrived exhausted af the hotel
on the Sunday merning so it was
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and photogrephy  exhibitions
were neld,

Activifies included hunting with
falcons on camels af the desert
camp, folcon racing (where
sedn Woods and myself were
interviewed for local TV}, saluki
racing, conierences. work-
shops, falcanry displays, art and
photography exhibitions, and
finally culminating in the Grand
Parade of Nations with more
than 75 counlries represenled.
It wes a fruly international
event, hosted by His Highness
Sheikh Kkhalifo bin Zoyed Al
MNahyan, President of the UAE
fthe Abu Dhabi Authority for Cul-

walls and spellights, just two of
the numerous fents and tempo-
rary buildings that graced fne
festival site ot Al-Jahii Fort.,

Al the Art Exhibifion, it was
really inleresling ta see how
artists interpreted Ihe brief for
the compefition. how they
tackied their subject maiter
through a variety of disciplines
such s drawing, opainfing,
sculpture, or traditional crafts.
The resulting work was very
mixed. os one might expect in
any group exhibition, with some
very strong figurative wark and
some net so. In my opinion.
some of fthe paintings were per-

Reports

International Festival of Falconry, 2011, Al Ain

Abu Dhabi Falcon Hospital Visit by Sean Woods
Racing Falcons and Salukis by Terry Turkington

n the days Jusl before the

opening of the International

Festival of Falconry in Al Ain,
Terry Turkingfan. Shay O'Byme,
Neal Carroll and mysell weni for
o visit fo the world's first falcan
hospital. We were very privi-
leged at the opporiunity os we
later discovered thaf tours are
nol usually open lo The public
but Ihey had arranged wilh the
festival fo allow g number of
small groups, We were greetad
with a large statue of a falcon
overlooking the reception arec
of the sife. As we entered Ihe
reception, we noliced two
ocal guys watching TV while
their falcans where sitting on a
few perches in the centre on
Ihe roem. Thai's @ wailing roam
| wouldn't mind waiting inl

Alter evaryone had got farough
the doors, we were greeted by
the hospital's founder Br Mergit
Gabriele Muller. She took us info
whal could only be described
as small museumn of Arab fal-
canry. The room had all kinds of
stuff, including alot of informa
tian regarding the conservation
of birds of prey and their prey
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species. It was af this stags of
the tour that we saw a falcon
passport. Due to the UAE pro
hibiting falconry [excep! during
this festival], folconers here
must fravel fo nearby countries
such as Pakistan or Morocce fo
hunt with {heir birds. With this
passport, they can fravel os
cobin possengers in lhe Arab
airlines. The passpar! included
every detall you could imagine
about the bird, expect a photal

morgit then fook us into lhe ex-
amination room where we sow
various kinds of falcons heoded
and parched, ready for general
checkups. During the time we
where there we got to see two
lalcens anesthelised and given
a rouline  check., which
cluded blood  samples.
imping. coping and general
body inspection. We then got
another walk around the site
and got a peek info the surgery
rooms, bul were unable fo
enter them

The final part of our tour
brought us info the moulting
pen. This wos an exiremely

large enclosure where fnlccners
paid ta leave fheir birds
moult. The enclosure  wos
hexagonal, wilh lwo open
boxes at each end. Thess
boxes had o number of perches
that were situated below air
conditioning systems, some
thing that is defiantly essential
during fthe hottest limes of the
year oul lhere. The enclosure
gave the birds the ocpporfunity
fo be at fat weight and also fiy
around and get pienty of exer
cise. This resulted in the birds
coming oul of the moult not
only needing less fitness frain-
ing. but also the birds seam to
moult faster as they are in o
fitter condition. The visit to the
meulting pen concluded gur
tour of the hospilal and it really
showed what Wesfern vels can
aim fowards.

n our fis) day ol the
desert camp, Sean and
Eoghan weni hunling

on camel sc Neal and |
decided lo go salukl racing as |
have done a lol of dog racing

haps loo like pholographs, ico
ilustralive and flal lecking,
though mosi were ocademi-
cally well executed. | Lsually
prefer looser, more painterly
wark, | remember a most un-
usual, very small piece of a
mallard  made  of feathers
collaged on board, a rather
quirky piece. Names thal stick
cul are Alison Wilsan, an English
artist who had a lovely small ol
peinting of a falconer on horse-
back, and o german arfisl, Ema
Goudbeek, wilh beaulifully
pointed gyr and peregrine
paintings amanged in unusual
alongated compositions. Some
o the sculpfure work wos excel-
lent, in  particulor  Kate
Faulkner's large, bold, exores-
sive golden eogle in bronze,
and the piece by sculptor
Carclyn Morton, both of whom
alse had trade stands at me
festive

The Photography Exhitition was
alsa very sxciting. with a greal
seleclion of falconry and bird of
prey subjecls from photogra-
phers all over the world. includ-
ing  breeding.  fropping.
climbing to nest sites, with some
excellent shots of wild rapters
nesling and hunting foo.

An infernafional  panel  of
judges selected the winners
which were announced on the
Thursday evening at a specicl
prizegiving ceremony. | well
remember fhe excitement and
anficipotion  among  the
exhibitors baforehand. As we
waited, there was a great bit of
banter about who mignt win,
ond it was wonderful lo meet
orlisls of different nalionalities
ond culiurol bockgrounds, |
couldn't believe when it was
onrounced that | had wen first
prize for my painting Surprise
Encounter of a peregrine on a
pheasant in fhe ‘Quarry Cate-
gory'. | was over the moon! The
lods back of the IHC tent were
delighted for me. needless to
say there were o fow celebra-
fions that night, and that's all
we'll say about thatl

Both exhibitions were well af-
tended, and were even visited

at home | was very keen to see
how ihe Arabs did it. We gol on
the coach and fravelled a
couple of miles up the road Io
a racing frack for both camels
and salukis. The comels had
raced earlier, with small robotic
jockeys whipping them round
an oval sand frack, the straight
being over 1500m lang, Il had a
tarmac road the whole way
round the inside ang outside,
The lure was a stufted gazelle
en a crane about 5m long out
Ihe side of a loyola pick-up
fruck.

Just like ot home. the dogs took
a bit of fime ‘o gel organised
into groups but this is where it
slorted 1o differ. It was 25 dogs
in each race, compared io our
six per race -
started late! Eventy
réady fo star
slarted to go with o 50m head-
stort, Suddenly, the dogs were
released by the handlers, The
sand wos flying from fnere
hocks! Then it got more exciting
end quite scory as the Arabs
ron to their 4.50 jeeps ond ook
off up the outside of Ihe irack
at speed, with homs blawing
and snouting aut the windows
at the dogs, It was sort of
dangerous for the pedestrians,
a3 Neal and | feund oull We got
closer to the barrier ol the side
of the track

During the second race, a king
locol offered us o lift in His jeep
We accepted his offer as the

by members of the royal family,
The work wos generally well
received, and provoked discus-
sion between visitors and arfists
alike on technique, inspiration,
sales, and opportunities, It
reminded me of thot expres
sion, bankers tale about art
(maybe not s much nawl)
while artists talk about money.
As menticned, a number of the
arfists had frade stands at The
feslival which also alfrocted o
lot of interes!. Business | believe
was fairly quiet though. Perhaps
visitors come specifically came
1o see the folconry displays and
learn about fhe practice of
faiconry with other nafiens, and
lo purchase faleenry equip
ment rather than criwark, Hav
ing mel some of |h ts and
visilors, Ihere wos generally very
good feedback on fhe art on
disploy, which can  only
broaden and enrich our culfural
experience

hough most of what litlle
Tfalconrv art | hove seen

aver my fife are reproduc-
tions, one of my fovourites is
George E Lodge, o master who
painted and drew from life. |
first came across his work in
Gerald Lascelles book The
OF Falconry where his illustro-
tions fired me os o boy and a
young falconer. The one of a
sparrowhowk on g bowperch
was indellibly imprinfec en me.
There are some excellent con-
temporary falcanry / wildife
artists such as Andrew Ellis, How.
ever, | feel there @ number who
are just good illustrators, whase
work con lack feeling and emo-
fion, | believe wilh all good
painfing, including the genre of
folconry art, the arfist has to be
frue fo himsell in oftempting to
capiure what he leels about his
chosen subject, through com
positien, line. and colour, in
maintaining the freshness and
urgeney nat inspired him in fhe
first place. Sometimes, o five
minute sketch from Iite can
have mere resanance then o
work slavishiy worked on for
manhs.

As 0 painter, exhibifing new for

we could
see o

way,

dogs were lining up and the po
lice pulled in al the head of fhe
[eeps Gnd slarled Ihe floshing
lights and sirens and joined inl |
was filming out the side window
as we wen! 30-40mph when
something shot over my shoul
der. Il was a soluki from cur
boot which preceeded info the
front ond ftried fo get ocuf the
driver’s window fo join the race!
The driver caught it round the
neck ond just corried on
driving. If wos the most adrena-
line-fuelied race | have ever
seen, and fhere were five in
total that day.

The falcon racing was more of
a time trial. I was, | would say,
a 300-400m straight ine 1o
talconer swinging a lure. There
was a device like a speed frap
at eoch end

race was so long
only
cerfain
oemount of it and
in Ihe jeep we
could lallow Ihe
race the whole
It was a
white 4500 Toy-
ota land cruiser
with three black
salukis in the

ocut  of |hem
where the ex-
cited solukis hod
ripped tham. The

over 30 years, my love of the
counfryside,  nalure,  wild
places, birds ond falconry,
howve been hugely inspirational
in the davelopmant of my work.
I have often discovered if is the
less ocbvious or neglected
aspects of the landscape that
can trigger a starting paint for
the work, When painting, it is a
constant pull and tug, through
mixing colaures, odding layers of
paint and removing them, in
struggle o atlempl lo caplure
what | want fo say about the
subject. There is always the
problem of knowing when fo
stop. which is of paramount
importance for the painting ta
work; one stroke of the brush
can ruin a good painting. It's o

constant knife edge 1o gel il
right, not unlike the orl ond
proctice of falconry itself, To
quota Rebert Hent from nis ex-
ceptional book The Art Spirit on
the subject of the artist and
painting: 'He who has contem-
plated has mel with himsell, is in
a slale fo see inlo the realilies
beyond the surface of the sub-
ject. Nafure reveals to him, and.
seeing and feeling intensely, he
paints, and whether he wills it or
not. each brush siroke is on
exact record of such as he was
at that exact moment the
siroke was mode.’ He also says
‘the subject in @ painting can
be beautiful or ugly, the beauty
is in the work itsell'. wise words,
indeed.

hat really struck me at
the Festival was the
amount of artists and

photographers who were alse
falconers. To practice it well,
ialconry  usually  requires
disipline, palience, a wilingness
to learn. a keen sense of
owareness, goad observational
skills, particularly in the field,
ond a close bond with nafure -
oll similar attributes fo being an
arfist, If's possibly on innaie
thing. and thot through visual
ortitis just anather means of ex-
pressing the rhings we lave such
os nofure, falconry, and the
wild places of Ihis world,
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cash as well. The birds were
stunning  and ol in greal
featner. Thelr owpers were
understandably very proud of
Ihem and loved getting fheir
photo laken.

The birds thal hugged ihe
ground, staying oul of Ihe diag
onal wind [which increcsed

and  decreased  regularly),
ssemad to gel better fimes. |

boot. The back have seen hawks do this, espe-
seal  heodrest ciolly the older ones on windy
hed chunks of doys. | could be wrong but in
foam  honging my opinion fhere was on ad-

vantage If. purely by luck, an
older, experienced bird gol the
wind in ner favour - she should
then have a much befter
chance of winning. Each falcon
wauld have to be very fit to
compele, and the folcons fhat
flew higher look o lof longer
and some were disiracted by
the odd pigecn that flew pas!
at an inappropriate moment. A
few lalconers had fo use
telemelry bul ihe stondord wos
high for lraining and fifn,
didn't see any falcons lo
aven fhe low-flying ones. and |
assume no one lost any falcons,

which  meas-
ured he
length of time
it taok the bird
to  complate
the  course
Most of the fal-

cons and
fiercels were
Gyrs or Gyr/
Saker/ Pere-

grine  hybrids.
It was o two-
day eveni so
fhere was hun-
dreds of con-
testants
competing for
prizes of @ car
and lots  of




n the eary 1980's, falconry wos
practiced by a finy minerify in
Britain and Ireland. Most of us

with o fierce desire for the arl had
to connecl threugh literature or
bird-waiching, and | spent marny
an hour watching wild raptors on
Ralhiin Isiand off Artim, my original
family home

For me, the ufimate falconry
cdreom had fa be hunting high-ly-
ing peregrines over an English
pointer o red grouse, In post-DOT
Britain, getting hold of o buzzard fo
fly wes enough of o challenge, let
alone @ noble peregrine, so |
resigned my pioe dream 1o the
bottom diawer igoeled 'sneer fan-
fasy'. But then things gol b
frrough the 19%0%, Wild ray
populations begon fo recover,
captive breeding loak off, equip-
menl and knowledge became
mare accessible. and it started 1o
seem possible o praciice falconry
1o & good standard In conjunction
with other less eccenlric activities,
like having a job or o famiy. |
played hord with seregrines on the
low ground. storted on Engiish
pointer, and made plans o fum
my grousing dream into reality. In
2000, | visited northern Scofiand
with o couple of fiends. one of
whom was on experenced grouse
fanatic, and we dabbled on a
couple of small palches of
heather, and even saw one or fwo
grouse. Despite the lock of game
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steap sides and deep ravines
|where grouse wil often head) can
make for hard walking and fricky
fracking. Aspect can be importent
too, with nice updrafls helping, Bul
nasty downctralls spofing o beat. It
the meer is af high elevation, low
cloud can be a problem: if it's of
low elevation, check could be o
nuisence, and fencing mare so.
What's the eagle situation ike? This
is beceming a real problem now,
What are the neighbours like. and
do they shoot hard? Unfortunate
incidenls hove happened,
grouse are ot low density, how big
is the estate? What k the accom:-
modation like for dogs and hawks?
Is there o safe weathering lown? Is
there the olkimportont freezer
space for hawk food? I ol looks
good. you're doing wery well, 5o
the final question mighl concem
the ciotes available. Many estares
run a fairy fradiional season with
grouse in August ond September,
then enfo deer in October, with
perhops some pheasant of par-
tidge shoofing foo on the estate
margins. If you get the chance to
go al any lime of Ihe grouse sea-
son. there are pro's and con's
throughout. August grouse can stil
be o bil green, ond you might en-
counter some birds that are ‘oo
young fo hunt il lhe summer
weather forced a second clutch
r hateh. Having scid that,
there’s a reasen why the Glarious
Twelftn is when it is, and shooters
don't want lo dive weck liyers
past the butts either, Young. full-
sized grouse fly very fast, and cre
more honest than overwintered
birds, so they provide excellent
spert. In Caithress, we probably
encounler grouse thal are foo
young. meaning they con be
flown down by a hall-fit hawk, from
aboul 5% of points in August, and
less in September. It's stil a disap-
paintment fo flush a young covey,
because it amost always feaches
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Red Grouse Hawking

and shoriness of fime. | was
heoked on the opportunities thal
were there, and returned lo: the
balmy south with a gameplan in
my head. After coing @ lot of de-
leclive waork and wiling many &t
ters of anquiny 1o londownes, | wes
fortunate enough fa be offered o
let on @ moor in Caithress, ri
the heart of gamenawking Flow
country at the very fop of Scol-
land. I've refurned 1o fis very spe
cial place ewery year since, and
abo been lucky encugh 1o enjoy
exira opporfunities through the
season on some Yorkshire moors.
There is always more 1o learn and
discover in falconry, but here ore
some thoughls and experiences,
leamt through thick and thin, from
chasing geod sport with perearines
over English painters af red grouse.

Ireland has a stock of red grouse.
bul it has declined considerably
and many remnant populations
are vulnerable. The big survey
completed in 2008 estimated there
fo be 4200 adult birds in the Re-
publc, a 50% decine in range and
rumber over the previous 40 years
[nttp:f foewrws.npws e publicalions/i
rishwildlifermanuals/IWMS0. paf).
The main cause of the decline is
grouse habilal erosion and loss,
drivan by EU subsiies for sheep
forming and forestry leading fa
overgrozing o conifer-planting. A
though we have sutfered losses in
grouse  numbers across many

the henvk anly bad lessons, anc dis-
turbs the growing family, but | have:
hree-quarter-grown
grouse burn off big femaie pere-
grines before they get inte the
swing of it Paslives of Augus!
grousing are the long days, lewer
risks of goles ond rain. and the
heather s in bloom. i's holiday
semson and a1 good fime of yeor o
ael o fresh eyass hunting. Unforfu-
nataly all that worm weather
meons the mighly midge wil be an
the wing in the far north, and he is
not to be taken lightly. Freddis
wiackoy, our keeper, has faught
the midge single-handedly on the
hill for 50 yeors. and alfhough he
has @ number of gaslic descriplors
for Culicoides impunciafus. his finol
conclusion s “You'll never beat the
midge.... NEVERI' As scon as fhe
wind drops, midges will be up and
out of the damp heather, and they
make life outside almost intelera-
bie for man and beast, Hawks must
not be left on weathering lawns, or
you will return fo find them in o
state of Aysleda wilh swollen eye-
lieks, and ceres and feet bitten. The
same goes for dogs in outside ken

nels. Hawking in calm condilions is
folerable as 'ong 0s you keep mov-
ing. but a kil wil see your hawking
buddies desert you as you stand
and scratch and swear, while you
try and gel your slar o fake her re-
ward in o dense midge cloud,
There is nothing you con do fo stop
them biling becouse most repel-
lents aren't effactive, and we've
even fied German  ormy
weapen's-grade DEET, interest-
ingly. something that does wark
better than anylhing is 'Skin o
Soft', so book your Avon lady to
call. and stock up before your frip.

because you're worlh

seen even

As the frosts come in lats Sepfem-
ber and Oclober, the midges die
back, and fhe grouse have fough
ened up. Info November and early

Matt Gage. England

areas, declinesin Britoin are far less
severe. and it is notable that shoot-
ing income has led to the conser-
vertion of good grouse habital and
healify populations on mony
MO, | would say that reland has
great potenlial fo improve in
grouse numbers, because suitaole
habitat s widespread from the
South fo the Nerfh., Managament
praciices fnaf really wark are well
estoblished. bul if takes Ihe appro-
priate incentives, such as the pos-
sbiity 1o enjoy a susicinable
harvest, mayke Ihrough falconny?!
Let's hope this impraves into the fu-
fure as polificians appreciale the
imporlance of sustoinable hunfing
or conservation, and grouse
howking takes off o bi il has
for snipe. in Irelond,

Finding A Moor

Ask most lairds why Ihey own and
1un G grouse moar. and financial
retum will be quite Iow on the st
hey mostly do il for love, nof
money. People who maintain and
run grouse moors for sport are the
unsung — often bad-mouthed —
heroes of conservation of the British
uplands, o unique habilel in ils
own right, Numeraus sfudies have
clearly shown that grouse man
agement s greolly beneficial for
ofher upland spacialst spacies,
which have all been lost on thass
estates Iuned over fo forestry or
heavier grazing. Indeed, the North

December, if you get high pressure
cenditions you've struck gold osif's
a fantasfic fime fo hunt red grouse
in the frasty blue. As long os the
maor has'| been shet oo had,
they should stil hold fo @ paint
Ithaugh less refiably than earlier
and they will exploda from the
healher and fly like black cannon-
balls o the horizon. Their bock
becomes armoured os  their
synsacrum fuses up, and they can
take whomping hifs ond just keep
an going. Your hawks will be fit and
an lhe game, so you can hif the
ground running. Untartunately, like
the grouse, fhe wealher can
toughen up 1o in the winter, and
if you can enly grob a week end
fnere’s o deep Allanlic low passing
slowly fhrough, you could be
stufted i the moor has the wiong
aspect. If e rain or sleel comes
hard, then fake your salmon red
anel fry to enjoy some fishing!

Grouse Bosics

The red grouse is  fyoe of wilow
grouse, and is endemic fo the
Brifish and Irish uplands, Although
same balieve there are aifferent
scoficus and  hibernicus  sub-
species, genslic and momphologi-
cal analyses in 2006 revecied no
differences befween Biifish and
Iish grouse, even from  lsh
museum specimens before o few
Scollish birds were released [see
hitp:/feeww,dosni.gov.uk/niea/red
grousefinaireportpdf].  Unfortu-
nafely, the study also found that
Irish grouse genetic divarsity was in
significont  decline, ond much
lower thon British grouse, which tal-
fies with fhe genera decline in
Ireland's grouse numbers. Adult
grouse subsist almast entirely an
lings heather, with & few beries and
bog ceffan thrown down foo,
Grouse cannot be ecenomically
reared and released on 4 scale
normal for partiidges, phecs-

York Mocrs National Park have
recognised  this  formoally by
enlering into o Tormal Wildlife
Enhancement Scherme agreement
with the British Falcaners' Club
Yorkshire region fo allow a paleh of
heatner moarand to be menaged
both  for corservation and
talconry. The syndicale hove
improved Levishom moor for up-
land wildife and for nhawking
grouse, ond There is now a small
but hunioble head of grouse being
enjoyed. This agreament hos been
a delining success, showing how
low-impact hunting s enfirely con-
gruent with conservation of biodi-
versity and unique haksilal. This sort
of arangement could work ex-
fremely wal in reland foo.

In genercl. therefore. it's nol simply
a case of buying your way infe o
moor with  fol walet, In my expe-
fience, highland keepers and lairds
are prelly parliculor people who
core a great deal aboul good be-
howisur and sliquelte on and
off the moor, Folconers have
@ steeper hill to climb here
inio favour, because ranfors
are not generaly popular on
grouse moors. Sorne  lairds
and keepers cre informec
and open-minded, and our
Ilcird has played a driving role
in keeping traditional Flaw
county grouse hawking alive,
But in general,it's hard fo find
a good let, and il means Ihal
falconers actually on grouse
moars (and beyond) have o
rasponsibilily 1o fiy the flag of
good sport and behaviour. It oriy

lakes one or lwo bad apples for
the word fo spreaa quickly about
whatt ‘folconers' get up to; and
news of misbehaviour ravels very
st up there. You might think that
in Ihe open expanses of heaiher
mroorcn, there isn't much oppor-
Tunity for misbehaviour, but much
of the upland sporting culture is

ants and some ducks, so they are fruly a wild
quary. Sustaingble grouse numcers for spart are
maintained primarly through @ cembination of
heather and predator management. Thers are
widsly-recognised conservation benefils fo other
upland species as a by-praduct of grouse moor
mainfenance and management. Adult pairs form

built around rigeraus cocperafion
between estates, and o view
teswards sustainablity in the longer
term. Because of this, practices like
greedy nag-iling, unsporting be
haviowr o the guarry, siraying over
marches, racing on the hill fracks,
enant hawks and dogs. disespact
o the sccommodation, ors just a
few of Ihe fhings that vex ihe pro-
tectors of the grouse and fradi
tional Highland sport. Our laird has
acluglly  descended  with  his
cheaque book on [sheoting) miscre-
anfs, provided a refund, ond sent
them packing.

So the first thing to realise is that it's
dlifficult, but not impossicle, te find
@ grouse moar that will cliow fal
conry. If you manage fo locate a
moor with o possible ogresment to
you for falconry, what should you
look out far? Naturally, you will be
interested in the grouse popula
fion, and this wil depend on
whether you're happy to walk il

T
Grouse marks persisi for a few
weeks 5o give hinis on the

population size

day for @ couple of points, or
whether you want fen points in a
short walk from the Ronge Rover.
and home in fime for tea ond
crumpets. Here, financial consider-
ations will creep in. because awel
stocked moor will cost you more
because of competition with the
shoating market. ff the moor has
been shat hard, but stil carmes

excellent fo eat;

potatoes, ond o

fo perfection|

teritories. and grouse cre generally not big

mavers from their area of birth, although fiis de-
pends on population density, and severs weather
will see fhem packing up and maving 1o the lower

ground hoffi

mafrost, Being o ground-nesting species that is
adapted fa living in upland areas with generally
low predator numbers. it is especially
to generalis! predotors like foxes, corvids and
hariers. Rapiors are profectad in the UK, but ofher
predators ore controlled to improve survival of
young grouse. For The first two weeks after hatch,
grouse chicks supplement their dief with inverle-
brotes, which are essential for growth, so @ warm
dry halchis o big benus and hos a marked effect
on the season's productivity ahead. After three
weeks, heather becomes the mainstoy of the
chicks' dist, and it s heather quality thet is funda-
mental to a grouse moor's productivity. Despite
this somewhat monctonous diet, grouse cre

pite from the per- tion of

enough grouse for a hawking lel,
the birds could stil ba very jumpy
and difficult to manage for nice
flights off a point. Enlightened
estate awners wil realise that fal-
coners fake much much smalier
bags than guns, and create las
disturbance. so you could get
lucky and be allowed onto a moor
that has a few grouse ond a bil of
sarly shooting. and this has worked
fine for me. Be wory of very low
grouse numbers, and dan'l led your
enthusiasm run oway too much.
walking and runring dogs all day
for a single point on a jumpy, bor-
ren par is ne fun after o week, Tem-
pers get sirained, dogs and hawks
get dislusionad, and It's no good
for the maor fo hunt cut the last
pairs. By The same foken Thal you
get badapplesin the falconry bar-
tel, so toc con the odd moor
awner think it's ccceplable o fef o
baren maor: if you're unsure, see if
you can walk the moor and look
out for grouse marks ond check
heather quality, bolh of
which fell you o lot if you
can'trun o dog. Ancther fra-
dilion thot s widely upheld
on Scottish grouse moots. is
that last year's fenant fas-
suming all went well} is usu-
ally olfered he next season's
let first. This mecns that bath
parfies hove a responsibilify:
1he landlord becadse you
get offered first refusal, but
also the fenant because if
you decide on a year ouf if
fhe grouse are looking bad,
you may wel be oul perma-
nently, You've fnerefore got to be
prepared o foke the good years
and the bod if you want fo keep
refurning.

If your detective work and ciplo-
mocy are on lrack, nexl, lel's gel a
bit more particuiar n case you
have a chaice [which is unlikelyl.
Reliet is important on a moor, and
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: mafure them in the fridge for a
few days, and then pan-fry them hard for five
minutes followed by a 12 minute roast in a very.
hot aven, Serve them up with red cobbage, roast

nice Chianfl, and make sure you

have a good cack in your team who can do this

Back to the management... Heather patches are
bumt reguiarly to create a patchwark of young,
medium and old growth that provides the right

nutrition and cover. and max-

imises the number of avallable territorlss per acre.
Heather beetle can be o parficular problem on

damper

eat the growing

once green and

wahted spread

ith sparser heather cover:

eggs are aidin sphagnum, and the beelle larvas

heather shaots, Whole miles of

moorand con be devastated by this pest, leaving
behind red or grey stonds of heather that were

purple. The beetle's main pred-

ator i a finy parositic wasp, so the beetle out-
breaks tend 1o cycie as @ result, Heother can
recover affer being ‘beetled’, but it takes o cou-
ple of years, and predisposes the ground 1o un-

of Molinia grasses, wrich can

‘dominate the heather ond reducs the grouse
food supply. Althcugh heother beetle has atf-

There is
never any

Judgemental
sniping, Jus

an accept-
ance tha
things

aiways g
rl%ht an
celebrations
when they
do
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tacked in Northem Ireland. the
South seems relatively unaffected
by 115 domaging pesl, and lef's
hope il slays thal way, Grozing by
sheep ond deer akso needs o very
careful balance fo limil the spread
of gosses, and protect the
heather. On top of all this, grouse
populations can suffer dissase Cy-
cles when maintained ol high den-
sity, with ihe stongyle gut
nematede and loupingill from ficks
being major censirainers of popu-
lation heallh, Despite hese pres.
sures, it Is remarkable how good
maragement can produce o
BUMper Crop of Grouse on produc
five moars. Many of the driven
maoors in Englond and Scoftand
shool thousands of brace each
season. In 1888, Lord Walsingham is
fomous for shooding 1070 birds in a
single doy in 1888 on Blubber-
houses moor in Yorkshire fwhichis o
lenible wasie of good grouse i
you're @ gomehowker, ond
enough o keep most of Us nappy
for @ Ickeonry lifetime!}

Dogs

Good dogs ore Ihe makers of
grouse hawking. so don't freat this
part of the team lightly. The major-
ity of moors demand pointing oogs
10 allow the spert to happen, and
in Ireland you have fanlastic paint-
ing dogs. ond dog men and
women. Grouse are secrelive,
ground-loving game birds. so spot
ing or wolking s almost never fea-
sible. Moreover, the acliors of o
good poinfer are af least haif of
the beauty ond excitement of the
whale art. To see a fine poinfer or
selter working @ moor at great dis
rance. with complete and profes-
sional independence is @ sight and
activity fo behaid. Our dogs have
to run big to cover laige areas
affer grouse al quite low densities
in Caithress. ond they have 1o
wanl lo do this all afternoaen, and
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fainly this does werk, buf it can
take time. Gihers prefer fop-dawn.
altaining fiiness and pitch with the:
use of aids like kites, and fhen hit-
ting the ground running, | prefer
the lalter, because every day ond
point is precious to me. and I'd
rather start withaul womying about
fitness or condition constraining the
hawk's potential. I've done bath,
and some hawks perform befter
with some work on pre-frip fitness.
while ofhers don't seem to need it.
1usuarlly iy ry hawks only ence a
oy, which dogsn' provide o huge
number of potential fights in, say,
< fortright frip. You may lose @
couple of days to waather or the
Sabbath, and possibly end ug wilk
only ten or twelve flights, which
isn'l much for the hawk to really
condifion itself info a slar per-
former. Two or three weeks of de-
cent kile work before your frip will
clear out the moulling fal, open up
the lungs and vessels, calm her
pent-up anxicty o bit, and create
the appetite of a llon. My hawks
enjoy the kife, and it's o relatively
confrolied method of fiying af
pilch, 50 | can put them up 1o It at
a heavier condition after the moult
than | might if | was starfing 1o go
hunting. Shawn Hayes from NAFA
advacates ‘the double’, of "we're
going home and doing high
jumps’, but he’s hardeare and I'm
a slock-mettled Biit. so | let them
get away with just one lift ecch
day. One of the potential down-
sides of kiting a falcon before the:
hunt is that it makes the howk fitter
and a bit more outword-looking
than a botfom-up Irained falcon,
and thereby creates anincrecsed
danger of success on check, But
where you're going the check
should be minimal, 50 you mighl
strive for some Pitcheresaue fiying
stylein the big skies of her ancesfral
home. Up there you can slacken
the reins and racilly see what sne's
copable of, so for me, and for beth

33

Good
dogs
allow

royally

again tamarrow, We onice look out
an ex-England infernalional foat-
baller, who was mesmerised by The
stamina and fitness of our dogs as
they coursed for hours over hil and
dale on boggy ground, before
locking calmiy onfo peinf. Your
dogs might need To cover mies
and miles of uneven ground o find
grouse, so be wary if you're unsure
of their ranging abilties. HPR
breeds might seem fasl and ener-
gelic as they romp across the ow
ground meadows, but up on lhe
Fil the: londscope ond smellscape
are different, I've seen dogs that
waork fine over shorl beals on the
low ground simply lose interest or
energy after 10 minutes of ramping
about en heother. where the
game is widely dispersed.

st welbred painters and seters wil
want fo cover the ground once fil. so
prepare them befors he i wit n-
ring over sofl but uneven and chal

lenging ground: This & imperiant for
herdlering pods foa, The nex fasks fo
ensure fnai they point ond fush wilhout
error, 5o the sport ond speciacle can
be erjoyed. Hol-neads that charge in
con speil @ day, though false-painters
ore worss. S0 make suie your dogs
don'l st peint, they pointgame, anct
then hoid the point until you're reody
1o serve fhe howk. Plenty of exposure
o theright game inthe fght conditions
wilh your sensiie conliol wil make o

oyass and infermewed falcen, it's
more lop-dewn than Bottem-up in
preparation for the grand four. Ei-
ther way. any check Irouble wil
more likely starl when you retum
home from the moor and she's
fighting fit on confident; look out
the low ground and pul some fresh
batteries in your transmitters and fil
your jesp with giesel.....

Practice

The big day has arived. You've
selfied inlo your coffage. the
keeper's menfioned a covey or
two ore obout, ond fhe forecast is
set fair: lel's get out there and
enjoy the sportl Load up the hawks
and dogs. put some beer ond
chacolale in the cool bag, and
head for the hign ground. Cheose
abeat that has a bit of lif, but be-
ware thai hawks can hang lazly in
@ good updraftif they 're unfamilior
wilh rising air, Now we're grouse
hawking! For me if's the pinnacle
of gome howking because, with
an experienced feam and the re
duced number of variables, you
can really aclually enjoy and ab-
sorb> The whole speciacle. No dis-
trocting  woodpigeons, reared
gome, dog walkers, joggers, frac-
tors, cars; you know where Ihe
birds are lving. end fhat the dog's
not lying. You actually have a
madicum of confrol.

Your star painter has been cut of
sight for same lime, 50 we spread
cut a bit fo check for him. As |
climb the hil, | crest Ihe brow and
see him locked on point on the fop
of Socabhe Hill. where there is a
paich of good heather and offen
acovey. He's staunch, and an old
stager who knows the game, so |
clon't hesitate and risk jumping the
covey, and back off, No delaying
to fiddle with jesses, leashes or
swivels, if's off wilh the hood and |
relecse the single clip to her arklet

grect dog, so don't cul comess. Par-
idge ore probably belter o expose
dogs o In preparafion for grouse, be

ceuse shiffing phensonis can encour-
age creeping. In lreland you may
hewe some reddert snipe ‘o prepare
and nain dogs on before your bp, but
bewere thal sensiiivity 1o smatar bics
alse fisks the painting of krks and pipits
which wil be found in grouse habitat,
I's a fine balance., Sticky dogs are nat
as bad as crespers or cnargern, ai
lang as they e poniing grouse, outhe
ricest fights can be engneered witha
sfounch dog that flushes on The butren
from a quiet command. Lots of shout

ingotihe dogtostop creeping, orur-
ring about loaking o flsh ihe grouse
when fne dog won't move, makes for
a fightholding folcon, as well as dis-
Iiucling enjoyment rom fhe folcon's
fight.

There are lots of views on how to
create @ good pointer, buf they
don’l Irgin Ihemselves, and how-
ever yol do It you wil have a fan-
tastic hunfing companion if you
creale a dog that covers ground
intefigentry and independenily,
laoks back Gl you occosianally.
and will lum, sfop. or faturn on your
command. if he drops despsr
when working o downwind beat.
and on Fnding birds will work reund
grouse carefully, and then hoid o
paint for as long s it fakes you to
finel or reach him, or your Tolcen to.

A bobbing look to absorb her new
landscape, a mule and o rouse.
and Ihen off she goes, boring info
the cool breeze and mounting up
and upinfe the cool biue, Now we
caon relax and be cenfident that
the grouse will hold until we fiush as
their nalural behaviour s o cimap
under a falcon, so take your fime if
she knows the game, and move
slewly info a position 1o wateh the
stoop ond conirel the dog. Soon
she's Just o black spot flickering
wery high abave, and she can see
for miles and miles. She knows ex-
acily what's gaing fe happen, and
she’s o notural climber. Try not fo
shout ot the dog fo hold, or rush
about swinging your arms in a
panicin case she's distracled. Flay
it cool, like Geolfrey Pollard, and
keep her guessing! Now it's up to
you for ance how fo steer the fight,
because the grouse wil recct cc-
cording to where the falcon is
above them. They almost always
preler lo escape into the wind, but
will be much less wiling 1o fly right
under her, and where you stand
doesn't make much difference. A
downwind flush will allow a faster
slcop ond a higher chance of her
kiling. An upwind flusn will bleed off
stocping speed, especially of the
boltom. and give the grouse more
anchorage in the air lo culma-
noeuwre the nawk, but it might en-
courge an even higher piteh next
time... Depending on whether fhe
hawk needs kiling confidence, |
usully flush dewnwind if the pitch
is making me smile, and upwind if |
think she could do better. Taday,
it'’s ner first fight of the Irip and
she's al a lovely commanding
height and powering away up
there, so | call the flush quietly
when she pushes well ahead of me
into the wind. The dog is on the
covey in a flash and they explode
from nowhere and ore up and
speeding downwind in a panic be-
cause they don't want 1o fly under

moke pitch and position. then
even betfer. Fnally, if he will hove
birds In the air exactiy whan you
give him a quiet ‘get ‘em upl',
ihen you're close 1o grousing per-
fection. Of course a drop-fo flush is
nice: loo, but we're all there to
enjoy ourselves a bill Good dogs
are 1he lynehpins of grouse howk-
ing. so mcke the effort, and don't
be reliant on just one dog. Make
sure the runners are getting big
meais of good fead, and a com-
farleble, warm, undisturbed bed
for rest. If ane dog is being used
heavily, give him & whele day off
every so oflen to recuperate. En
caurage the use of young dogs in
your team fo let them leam, even
it mears your own flighl isn'l per-
foctly confrolled. Enjoy your dogs,
and morvel af their abilities and
dedicated service!

Hawks

Most of us will have our own ideas
for what makes an ideal game-
hawk. For me, o good fiercel pers:
ahne is hord 10 beat as a shylish
maten for grouse, He'd be sven
nicer if you look him off your
favourite high ciff, as is your ightful
privilege. If you have a female that
goas up. then she's probably a bil
more deadly in general, but high-
Tiying females are rarer jewels. Size
is nof as important as confidence
and attilude, and |'ve witnessed
finy flercels bufering high info o
wet Scotfish gale as well os any big
female, and then slaying grouse.
An added benefif of tiercels is fhof
fhey can foke a heorty meal off a
&l yet sl be ready to be up and
at‘em the next day, while a gorge
tor a fermcle might put her info un-
cooperative mode for o doy o
two, Females seem lo sloop
hardier, and certainly punch batter
inlo the wind al the battorn of the
stoap, BT if you go too big, ke o
fernale gyrhybrid, you right start

Now | hear her hissin

to 560 the hawk looking ungainly
alongside o shifty 1% pound
grouse, and Ihe added infimida
tion can spoil the fight by encour-
aging dumping

Falconers

Allhough hawking on your awn in
the wild counlry of northem Scot-
land 5 & wondertul experience,
you'll likely be llying with other fal
conets 1o share (he fun, and ex
ponsel like dogs and hawks,
physical fitness of all the lear s im-
portant for grouse hawking as you
may have to walk miles each day
over rough terain for your spert
Tecmwork en tha hil and in the
lodge is reclly important, and ol
the whie respecting he ground
and the sport. There might be o
tendency 1o push things, like game
bogs, sfroying over marches, or
raking obout back an the same
ground affer a previous covey. The
hils hewve eyes. s if you want 1o re-
turn nexf yeor, or care aboul the
geod name of good falconry, fhen
all of the group nesd fo have the
some careful atfitudes. The dy-
namic within the hawking tecm is
also very important. Gomehawkers
can be a funny lot, evidenced by
a quick glarce thrcugh Ihe ridicu-
lous arguments and clashes on any
web forum, so be careful if you
don't wanl compefiiveness of
jeolousy o spail your holiday. Days
Ul wilh Roger and Mark Uplen ex-
emplify te me now a positive and
polite atttude keeps everyone
happy, and retuming year alfer
year to enjoy grear sper, Even
when things go badly wrong, there
is nevar any judgemental sniping,
just an acceptance that things
don’t always go fght, and cele-
bratfians when they de. Parsenali

fias are under bigger pressure Up
there when falceners are away
from home and indulging in emo

fionally-charged activities! Add o

good splash of alcohol and some
late rights, and things can furm sour
over o week or two. which is the
last thing you want on heliday. If
grouse are thin on the ground, or
hawks or dogs aren't fiying or work-
ing fo expeclalions, then we can
all get o bit obsessive, 50 easy-
going and positive attitudes are
very impartant 1o stop the glaves
fiying cibout] When o desp Aflantic
low cemes past, then the cabin
fever can really test the group dy
namic. Last year we endured o
storm thot fipped at the heather
for four days, even preventing us
from weathering hawks. There waos
alol of pacing about and looking
af lree branches to see if any lull
was ceming, between poking
aboul in eauipment boxes. We
aven went for a drive oul fo visil an
RSPB reserve [there were more
kiras on our moorl] At fimes (ke this
it's worth feeding Up arly and try-
ing lo do somelhing else, but that
isn't ecsy because offen the wind
dies down later in the day. So pick
yaur team right and, ke me, you
willenjoy frstrate company on fop
of the sporl.

Preparation

So you've booked o moor, yor
gof a good falcon ond dag team,
and your best buddies are coming.
Excelent] What should we do to
prepare befere the fip? We con
probobly oll agree thot your cogs
should be losing their surmmer
shope and hardening up, as well
o5 cropping and refuming nicely fo
the whistle. But we won't agres on
hew to prepare falcons for grouse
in the early season. Of course it
also depends on tha length of your
ifip, and the background of your
hawks. Some people prefer fhe
bottam-up approach of daing the
basics, and then working fitness, af-
fitudde and pifchinto the hawk over
each successive grouse flush, Cer-
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g towards the ground,

and as sh?ﬁ)ulls a hgglj]gér e ouf of the

stoop and

her stiff pinigns, we ex
soundporﬁeqrmg
forc& of nature

Ihe falcon, We cll shout *hol’, even
fhough the falcen s already accel-
erafing fowards the ground in a
tight tuck. The grouse skim across
the heather at high speed. hug-
ging Ihe contours ond presenting
a Iricky fargel. | know | should be
ooking at the stooping falcon. but
my eyes ore glued lo Ihe grouse at
first in fhe wormy that they continue
on their way. Then | force myself fo
seorch skywards, ond see fhe
black streak coming down across
the sky. She's fruly o spectaclel
Now | also hear her issing fowords
the ground, and as she puls o tight
curve while leveling out of the
stoop and the air rushes hard
agains! her $hilf pinions we experi-
ence the dramatic sound of tear-
ing canvas fo add o this force of
nature. In a further second she
rackets through the covey: they
are weaving in their escape and
wondering who's going fo gef it
when she slrikes a killer blow with
deadly aceurcey thot fokes out
one of the younger grouse. She
knows she has kiled the grouse,
and allows herself o long trow-up
o bleed off speed, then a relaxed
descent fo land on the ground,
craning her neck 1o look for her
prize. Everyone is pleased, ond she
is thrown the grouse which lies
quite deod In the heather. The
oogs hew in excitement ana pull
lo have a snifl of the covey mark,
while your star pointer who has just
delivered the grouse and hos seen
it all befere, takes advantage of
the distraction and sinks off out the
back le go hunfing for mere birds.

edarr

The falcon sits dewy eved as the
endorphing roge Ihrough her sys-
tam, and then stars fo pluck and
eal Ihe head and neck. We drink
some cold beer ond eal the
chocolate. and recount the fiight
like excited kids, then move cn lo
look for a chance for the next
hawk an the cadge.

what could be more enjoyoble
than that for your afternoon's
sport? You even got to absord the
whale thing without the usual
distractions,  Unfertunately, and
specking from personal exper
ence, il can lake o long lime lo
develop a team that warks to pro-
duce such @ wonderlul spectacle.
To start with, you can begin to
suspec! Thal grouse are uncatch
able. and enthusiasm for the kil is
acute. | remember my first grouse
was hall hawked, hall dogged,
and | was generously told that ‘wel
if your hawk hadn'l been in the air
you couldn't have caught it Now,
that same peregrine kils most of
fhe grouse served to him in greal
and deadly style, He's become a
good grouse nawk, bul it look fime
and adapfive thinking te break
some undesirable foibles.

Most of us want fo see the big
pitches up on the open meor and
the sizzling stoops. so if you're stiv-
ing for this, you want o fry and en
courage your nawk 16 use 1he third
dimension high above, so e nat to
rein her in teo fight and lel her re-
aliy fiy a bit wide and high. You
can probably let her weight creep

erience the ¢
anvdas to add to this

ard against
dramatic

up alitile, as lkong as she's shil moti-
vated 1 fiy {and retumn], Hopefuly
sha will be a bit of a naturally 'big"
flyer. which is something you
should gim for in a grouse hawk
because the landscape lends itself
fo allowing a bil of independence,
but don't go foo crozy becouse it's
no fun tracking hawks in this huge
landscape where roads mighl be
few and farbetween. Kiling
preporation wil help o bit 1o en-
courage <limbing, but it's no
magic buliet {though it can be o
useful recall fool across those wide
spaces of the uplands}. In the aary
days, don't be too worried about
position aver the paint: aim to flush
when she is at her highesl, and this
will be your eritical call. While she's
learning the gome, if's far beter fo
have her high ond cul to the side,
than directly overhead but low.
With eyasses, it's usually best o
bank the lesson and flush eary on
while she's stil pumping. rather
thon wailing foa long and walch-
ing her go “floafy’ and wonder
whal she's supposed (o be doing.
As leng as she is high encugh fo
stoop down and putin a chase on
the flzeing grouse, then you are
making gract progress. In contrast
to problem-=solving over pitch,
haowks usually lecim whart the dagis
about and key in over the point
quite fost, so you wil hopefully
quickly get ta the stage where she
s wsing plenty of air, while watch-
ing the paint. The existence of this
focal peint can sometimes lead 1o
problems. While the unfettered pu-
ity of grouse hawking presents a
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whole load of posifives, this purity can olse allow  hangs on the point too tightly, then flushing the

negatives. Everything revolves around the point,
and clever hawks will pick that up very quickly.
Ona of the most frustrating things that can happen

grouse info the wind as she flies forward from.a
downwind posifion should stop her kiling from a
low pitch. Grouse canrow info.awind fike no ofher

in grouse hawkingis when falcons hang light over  gome bird I've seen, and can do this ot the bot-

{he point. The dog indicates exccily where those

tom of a nigh falcon’s staop and still somefimes

tasty bundles are going to explode from, and the  pull away. $o il your howk i hanging fight in a
way the falcensr is waving his arms about and  manner that displeases you, flush as she flies for-

creeping round the point in that habitual manner

ward {o the point, and make sure she sees the

makes everything very prediciable fo your hawk.  birds, gefs a bit of a stoop. but the grouse pul
which can lead fo her Thinking fhaf fhe closer she  oway and escope, Although the flush is stil a re-
“Is to the paint of action, the beiter. Try and avold  ward to her, if's nol nearly os incenfivizing as a kil.
obvious cues of how the flight and flush are going  Who knows, she might even leam the importance

{0 happen. OF course you can't biame fhe hawk,

of height through failing to kill {though falcons

a5 she thinks thot the closer she is to the point, and  seem 1o leam best fram success). It takes a lot of
just a bit upwind, is the best ploce fo caotch @  steel to fush deliberately so she fails fo succeed,
Grouse. A few downwind fiusnes off the point into  when you might otherwise bag your first grouse,
the falcon’s feet before the arouse gel properdy  butif you wont o high flyer my advice would be to
going will encourage point honging ond drog  make things testing to start with if there are oppor-

down herpitch, Grouse can be caught from low

tunities ahead. On the other hand, if your hewk

pitches it your dogis good and you get the iming  needs some kiling confidence, then it's your call.
just right, s@ be wory of this unless you want a megt
hawk. It's especially relevant if you're fiing a  Semething that can affim tight fiying even further,
grouse rookie, when the first few flighls are geing s re-flushing grouse that have dumped infa cover

1o b very inflential for your hawk. So ence she's

if the hawk is right on their 1¢il. It can help to stafion

had a grouse fo faste, be prepared fo flush for a - peaple during the fiight near patches of fikely
lesson rather than a Kilin the early stages, ond you  eover, like shaams, hogs of reed beds o discour-
will reap fhe investment Iater on. If your hawk  age dumping in the fist place. Again. i'll be your
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ahtire landscape was o white-

wash. Snow everywhere, Ore
of the coldest winters in decades.
Temperetures had plummeted at
right to -10 fen. | waked euf fram
Ihe vilage. up the road which wos
covered in snow and ice. Al fite
seemed o slow down. Birds which
would foke prompt flight ot an ap-
prooch of any human being
hopped or fluttered along the
hedgerow's edge. Fieldiores and
redwings still were in obundance.
They had fled the exreme cold of
Iceland, northem Scandinavia and
Eurcpe lo seek the mid Aflantic
coast, They had headed south, but
here on the Dingle Peninsula there
wasn't much further south they
could go withoul facing the
tremendous effort of an expansive
seq crossing on weakened wings.

| 1 was December 26, 2010. The

A redwing hopped imply giong a
mere four feei aheod of me. It
seemed | could have even picked
one up, and a short while later, just
to prave the point fo myself. | did
exoclly that, | felt the shorpness of
its breastbone, low on reserves end
then released Ihe poar thing. At an
open gate, | distubed a femcle
spamawhawk on a fresh kil She
slipped away acress the field end
up into @ yew free wailing for me
to pass.

Later that aftermoon, | spotied an
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olher ki, another redwing — head
corsumed,  breost  feathers
plucked baore, but not o morsel
taken from the breast. The breast-
bane profruded wilh fitfle meat on
eilher side, o5 if the spar, having
ceplumed its prey was insited
with the eliering cnd decided o
seek another meatier victim - or
perhops onother surprise ciistur-
bance afler a il & short while
later. just before dusk, G kestrel
groced Ine evening sky with ifs
wispy wind-hovering and moments
ater anotner spar (or perhaps the
eolier one] glided up and over the
hedgerow in characterislic surprise
ambush, orly fa find me fodding
aleng in deep snow.

uch encounters with spars

were 3o frequent, that | wes

convinced they were nesting
close fo the vilage. With three
small boys under the age of five
and o steady job, it didn’t seem
practical o gel a hawk, And be-
sides, | was now ranfing in Dubiin,
s dog runs and aviaries seemed
impractical. Buf | hod not had a
bird in opproximately five years
ond thase reguler sightings gol me
thinking end waniing some of the
action that | gimpsed {hrough
these fleeting natural encounters

The knowledge thot they were so
pientiful had me contemplating

A Year With Sparrowhawks
- Wild Encounters, Wild
Take & Wild Excitement

Eoghan Ryan, Dublin

taking one under license the
following summer. And 50, | made
my opplcation fo the Nafional
Pares and Wildlife Service that Jan
uary, Ihough | was sill nat commil-
ted to taking one. With the
commitments of a young family. |
really didn't know if | could afferd
fhe lime necessary 1o do juslice fa
the flying and hunting @ bird of
prey on o regular basis. Al least, |
thought to mysell, | could fly the
bird fer o few months and then re-
lease it back into the wild i1 found
I didin't hawe the time.

The months passed and spring ap-
prooched, Back in Dublin, thers is
quite o lorge park beside the
hause. Duting the winter and spring
months, | had seen spars there and
in its vicinity - one stil-hunfing from
@ bare winfer branch in ¢ grave.
another sipping over the rocftops
of Fouses, one saaiing on a fine
warm spring day, etc. The park is
compesed of many groups of rees
- small and large. In eardy summer,
as Ihe evenings gotlonger, | would
siip inte these wooded areas —
combirg thiough them, al the
time loaking up for a fwigged nest
of between 18-24in across. There
were similar nests from hooded
crowe ond even wand pigean. |
scaled frees, examining fhese and
olher nests. frying to leave no
‘stone uncovered', Mol since my
ehildhond had | engoged in such

cal whether fo re-flush @ grouse,
becouse sometimes it wil do iHie
ham and provide a second soart
ing spectacle, and might even be
needed to encourage the
chances of a kil for arockie that
nas had arun of bad luck, while ot
other limes it will negate style in
your gamehawk, waste a good
grouse, and encourage disobed!
ence fo lhe lure. Domaged grouse
should probobly be re-flushed so
hey are not left fo suffer if they

p
If The grouse hos outfiown the fal-
con and then gumps, il's wer
and square, and your hawk wasn't
good enough, so give il fair sporl.
It's a great lesson to the hawk to
be oul-flown for a good distance
by agrouse. If my falcon has flown
high and done everything rignt.
and the grouse durmps belore sha
gets down 1o have a crack ol i,

Ihen i might encourage aremount
ond repaar aitempl; | realise that
Ihis makes her a bit less abadient to
the lure. Bifen, grouse wil simpiy
repeat the dump. especiclly if
there is oppropricte cover about,
and if you suspect this is going lo
be the cose thenit's a good poiicy
to re-flush the grouse inle fhe wind
when hewk is out of position
dowrnwing, which should encour-
cge the grouse o fly 1o escape. Al
leas! then ihe hawk is beaten faily,
and 's @ good lesson. Roger
Upton likens dumping grouse to
naughly street kids who know
where dll the hidey holes are. ond
scutlle down them under fight
prassurel It's  amazing  where
grouse will escape fa: down noles,
under hanging hags. up 1o thelr
necks in streams, These tocfics ob-
wViousiy help escope from wild pare-
giines. Hopelully you won't see foo
much of this ond Ihe grouse wil
oulfly your hewk and encourage
her to mount even higher ond
stoon aven fasler next fime. By fhe
time you get to the end of your frip,

On one porlicular
evening | come acress what | was
sure wos a plucking post - a stumgp
of a tree, rotten and covered ina
camet of mass, with the feathers of
asong bird. | scanned the immedi-
ate vicinity but could nat find a
nest, | suspected if thera was one
ihere, it was hidden by the vy on
some nearby lrees. | relumed o
few days latar but thera were no
fresh kils, 50 | cssumed thot it wes
just an opportunislic kil in ihe
woods. About 200m from this peint,
I came across what | was cerdin
was an old sparrowhawk nest, but
tnere was no sign of it
Ihis season,

On anather evering. Iresumed my
search the opposite side of he
park and soon found what
thought locked like o spar's nest
approximately 25 Up o spruce
Ire in what was otherwise o pre-
deminantly ash wood. This free
nowever was ynclimbaoble, ond
there wasn'l any ofher free in its i
mediate viciniy which would allow
me [0 get higner and laok into 1his
nest. |retumed o few days later. |
decided | would sit quistly undar
some fiee branches a distance of
perhaps 15 metres away and see if
| could see any movement or ar
tivity at fhe nest site. As il so hap-
pened, | soon discoverad that the
ocation | chose had feathers scat-
lerec about and | realised | had
found the plucking post! | moved
position - anether five metres or so
away. hidden under the under-
growlh of a yaung chesinut free, ifs
under-canopy  of lorge five
spanned leaves leaving me wel
screened from view, | would give
rmyself half an hour. Approximately
five minules lafer, | heard the dis
finctive high pltched call of ¢ rus-
kel spar cpproach. The female
rose from her nest and salled down
towerds he plucking post. | aid nat
see the food pass vegetation

everylhing should be in full swing,
and you're hopeluly enjoying
great spart and averything will go
fight en your lost day, Then it's fime
10 tip the keeper well if things have
gere great, pock up your kif, and
¢lean up the cottage - hopefully
you'll have a lew grouse feathers
fo sweep up

The Future

Like 50 many wid places, we are
lasing and damaging the hobitals
where grause thiive, As (e genercl
oublic becomes incroasingly de-
tached from nature ond field
sparts. so the demand for fhs habi

tol has waned further north in
Biifain. and perhaps the same in
Irslond?  Thres-quorters of 1he
world’s heather moorland is in the
LK. but we hove presided over lhe
oss of olmost o quarter of our
neathery habitat in the lost 50
years as we plough it up and plani
foreslry monocultures, cig out the
peat, or over-graze if. The same is
heppening in Irslona. The haather
uplends clso probebly lace o faily
blzak longer-term future because
of climate chenge, being espe

clally vulnerable habitat in thal re-
gard. Despite Ihis negativity, we
are some way off these stualions,
and there is ample oppertunity for
the low-impact spert of falconry te
confribute fo the maintenance of
grouse moors, Gs long as we mo
tain o posifive profle of ourselves
as a low-take, sustainable ferm of
hunfing. If there is a huniable head
of grouse atter a bit of shoating,
thenwinter grouse hawking parties
might also aliow a meor and col-
fage some exira income at a fime
when things cre olher~ise quiet.
Similarly, conservation organisa-
fions have seen the benefits af
contributions from falcanry lo-
wargs hebilat protection, in refum
for dlowing some sustainable har

vest of the grouse there. After ol

blocked my view, but sucdenly the
fernale was abaut 4m away with
the Kill in her talons — plucking it on
the graund. A few seconds lafer,
she lifled her head and our eyes
met. Fer oppraximately. thres or
four seconds, she sicred me in the
face - I didn't mowe. She then took
the kil up lo he safety of her nest.
The male confinued making his call
— perhaps in annoyance ot my
presence bul a short while later,
everything rasumed to stillness and
quiglness in the woad.

During the spring peried, | recalled
seeing a spar on the socr high in
the sky not teo far fram my house,
bul in the opposite direction from
where | d Ihis first nest

we don'l wont very much back al
all. Hawking grouse in Ihe uiands
is hard work an many levels, but
the rewards are great if you can
crock it. For me, the uplands re-
main one of the last wildemesses in
e Britain where you  might gen-
uinely catch @ grouse that had
never seen a sign of human activ-
ily before your dog appearad over
the ricige. If we don'l allow aclivi
tigs that vaolue the existence of
these wild places, then we wil lose
them.

TELEMETRY

IHC strongly
recommends the use
of radio telemetry by

all members when
flying their birds of
prey.

Not to do so, espe-
cially in the case of
non-native species
and hybrids, could
jeopardise the good
will that exists
between the
responsible falconers
in IHC, with the other
non-government
organisations con-
cerned with conser-
vation and wildlife
and with the wildlife
authorities
themselves.

relum lo the Dingle Peninsula, |
checked Google Earth cnd Bing
taps, Inoked ot the cerial photog-
raphy of o likely area and idanti
fied the most dislinclive weoded
areas close 1o the vilage.

| decided fo comb the two my
woods here, The st was o smalier
coniferous woodiand of older pine
trees of 30 or $0 years, with some
newer Silka spruce frees on one
sicke.. Enrlier in the year. | had seen
a muskel make o bee-ine acrass a
nearby field, beating ifs wings low
to the ground and sipping nfa the
comer of Ihe woods. A few hun.
dred meires away on another day.
a femole sipped over the high
on either side of the

Then one evaning | decided lo go
for @ ride an my bike and clear my
head aifer a hectic day in the of
fice. As | approached this area, |
recelied the earier image soma
week prior fo this day of the hawk
on {he soar. Birds of pray frequentiy
g0 on the soar above their se-
leclad nest site early in the brosa-
ing season,

| entaract intor Ihe lineor park that
funs dlong the river, | decided |
would go for @ wander in one of
the wooded areas on the off
chance | could find o nest. This
wood was o mixed deciduous
wood and within five minutes. |
spolled o spar's nest high up in o
siver birch free. | knew it was o
spar's niest because | could claorly
make ouf the distinciive bared loil
of o female profruding the outer
edge of the nest. | later discovered
the plucking post - this fime o fallen
branch of a free. There were the
remains of robing, dunnecks and a
fresn gokd finch,

The problem with bofh these sites
was they were n public porks ond
both freas were uncimbable. In
late May and early June. | would

lane o3 | drove down the gentie
side. | was fairly confident fhat
fhiswaod might hold d nest, |1 wes-
n't properly managed and as |
passed through, I'was disturbed by
Ihe large hoarse barking like sound
| heard in 1he lops of the iee
cancpies. Inifially, | didn’f see any-
thing. but then @ shorl while later
herens laberausly flapped fheir
wings and squawked cnd circled
the free fops. 1 was in the middle of
a heronry, yet having passed
under several nests, | couldn't for
Ihe life of me make out where fheir
nests were, though they were evi
dent by the goed number of large
turgueise-bluish eag shels on the
forest floor. The evergreen fclioge
on these Austrian pines wes thick,
cencealing most of the brancher
heren chicks and their nests, |
thought to myself, “what hope
have | of finding a sparewhawk
nest it | can't even spot the heran's
nests! | continuea my ssarch and
on the opposite side of the woods
the trees wersn't as densely
planted and so | could make out
more hern nests

| pondered whather o spar would
even bother nesling in such o
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place, as | had known that herons
had a broad and voried diet and
twice hod seen them take adult
rals from fhe water's edge, so
suraly they were capable of foking
@ young spar chick from a nest?

Perhaps 45minutes of so after | en-
tered the wood, | spotted what
definilely locked fke a spar
rowhawk nest up in a spruce free. |
scaled up the 250t or so and when
| Iooked in fhere were four butt
coloured egos speckled in rusty
red. Adrenalin pumping. | sipped
oack down s guickly as | could, |
nad net seen any sign of Ihe par
ents.

The Tollowing doy, | decided lo
comb a larger plonfation approxi-
malely a mile away from fhe first
site. As it cavered several square
klometre, | knew | couldn't cover
the enire crea, but given the num-
ber of sightings | had seen close fo
the viloge, | had a hunch that it
sparowhowk was nesting in the
area, it was likely to be nesting
close enough lo the edge of the
plantation on the side fhat was
necrest the vilage - this was also
the side of the forest that opened
up 1o the hedgerows ond fiolds,
whereas on lhe oppasite of the for-
est it would open up onfe fhe
mountainside of heather, In fact.
the plantation was so large that il
is very likely that there were mare
ihan one or hwa nests in this plan
tation.

I started on Ihe side closest to the
villoge and zigzogged my way
through the plontation. At first the
process was relatively easy going,
but after about an hour or so, |
come lo younger frees more
densaly grown, It was darker hera
and | suspected oo dark and
dense for spars, | came across
older trees with mare natural day-
light reaching Ihe fores! floor, The
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fiying at around 2559, and while she had being

young shoots of blackbery bram
ble had grown waist high and
aripped, plucked cnd fore at my
clothes. wovement waos so hard
geing Ihat | cursed the brambles
and fallen frees that blocked my
course. | then cursed myself for
wasting lime and energy on what
was appeoring fo be a fulile exer-
cise. But something made ke per-
severe, ond then oboul len
minutes later found mysell crossing
over a smal streom where the
frees were more thiny soaced and
| could move freely along Ihe for-
astfioor, My nead stayed cocked
wpwards looking for nests. It was a
firve ciay, wilh biue skies and brighl
sunlight. Just fhen there was a fiash
of wings, bright buff coloured
under-wings catching the light, cir-
cled thraugh the upper canopy.
There wos o second or fwo for my
brain to process the information—il
was a female spar. She took her
pesition abou! 70m away on the
branch of a ree ond watched me
inlensely. Her nest sile wos on a
Sitia spruce approximately 301 uz.
| sprinted up the tree and found
two young fiuffy chicks and one
egg inside! When | got to the
ground, | followed the small stream
dawn uniil | come across a rough
logging track, placed o stone ona
nearby fence o mark fhe
enfrance fo the weood and
headed home elated.

| now had four aclive rest sites
gentilied. Two in Dublin and fwo in
Kerry. My application to the NPWS
stated that | would take from either
Dublin or Kemy.

pets. There was o large old.

compos! heap in the comer
of our Dublin garden. One day, |
asked the landiord, ‘would you
mind if | cleared oul Ihat old com
oost heap?' Work away, he said

Lnndmrds typically don't ke

responding Instantly to the fist and lure in the

local pork on the creance, her response rate

now wosn't ol that great.

Groduclly, | dropped har weight 1o 240g and
even a slight bif lower. | recall some very pleas-
ant evenings with multisie sips. Just below 240g,
she would frequently retum fo the fist if she had
missed or given up on her quany, which was
particulary nice. The small birds had o technique
of instantly climbing high in the air rather than
seek fhe safefy and cover of the fieid's
hedgerows, and despite the spar's speed, she
wasn't a maltch for these quick aerial mounts. As
my arm was continuously raised high above my
head walking thraugh fields looking for dlips, it got
fired and so | developed an altemalive method

Another day, | asked him, 'do you
mind il | cut down that eld tree
stump, It looks @ bit rotten’. ‘That's
fine’, he said. Another day. | asked
him, "welc you mind if | got a gar-
den shed and pul it in Ihe comer.
there'. No problem he said. ©h,
ang ‘would you mind it | got a
hawk ond kepl it in that garden
shed - |'ll adapt if Tor the howk'.
“Uhh Oh.....Whatl', he scid. A short
while laler | had him reassured that
there would be no impact on him
or the neighbaours! The one prob-
lermwes, | hadn'l decided whether
to imprint or Aot

aranged to meet the local
ranger for his part of Kerry one Sar-
urday morming fo fake him inlo the
larges! Torestry plantaticn to take
my spar. The ranger was impressed
as he had fo beat his way info the
plantalion and by hisreacion must
have wendered how |'d found fhis
site. | scoled the tree again, took
the lorger of the three chicks,
which was now a good-sized white
downy ball wilh the hint of feathers
coming trrougn, | placad her into
@ small neal convas bag | had ol
ready prepared with o rope
sirapped fo the handles and gen-
lly lowered her down e Ihe ranger.

| hed given some sericus thought
o5 fo whelher foimorin. | had pre-
wiously trained and flewn animprint
merlin and an imprint Goshawk,
Baoth were nalsy. Too noisy for my
liking ana my neighbour's {1 sus-
pect, though, they were probabiy
ro0 polite 10 say), Alse, given the
werk commitments of a nine to five
Job [usually morel], | didn't knaw if
I'd have enough fime at the crifi-
cal period of early hunting io get
fhe spar focused away rom me
tand screaming!) and putling ol
her focus ond energy onio her se
lected quary so s fo stop the
screaming. On the other hand, a
parentreared Red Tailed Howk |

manner, she was unable fo moke a kill.

At the beginning of August, | was back in Kemy

and decided to ry her on the relafively flat and
ireeless Maharee's peninsulo. This area had o

number of natural mecdows, rough grazing
areas and arable fields used for vegetabie
growing. with an abundance of birdiife. The
Fields are small, with dry stone walls interspersed
with low-lying hedgerows with plenty of breaks
and gaps. On the second day oul, | porked the
cor, walked across the first small field fowards a
short hedgercw, raised the hawk obove my
head ond gave a genlle fap lo the brambles
with fhe stick. Out daorfed what looked fke a
dunnock and flew straignt across the open fiekd,
heading for the opposile hedgerow. The spar
was insfantly off. | was sure the LBJ (liffie brown

and would simply perch the spar orl the anflers  job] was going to make it when, with furbo boost
that formed the top of my long hand-crafted, 51t
beating stick, Given that my spar was relatively
light, | was able o simply hold the stick in either
hand, giving her a better advantage. If anything
darled. she wos off, unrestrained and in her own
fime. However, despite several evenings in this
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style, the spar closed in on its prey and buried
into the long meadow grass. | stayed back.
letting her deplume her victim. When she had
consumed mare than half of il, I starfed fo siowly
make in. and just os she finished off the last few
morsel, she gently hoppad onfo the fist for a lithe

She had
faken the
[I:,rey c good
70m from
the spot
where she
was released
- not bad for
a short-
distance
sprinter

hed far nine years hiad lhe most
placid temperamant and wos ef-
fectively bomb proaf. | made
some calls ond hag various discus-
sioris about the marts of olherwise:
of imprinting with some other fal-
conars. | had decided not to im-
piinl, but | then hod fhe challenge:
of frying 1o feed the young downy
chick without her noficing or hear-
ing my approach. | quickly realised
that | hadn't put
enough thought or
planning inta this, |
erected a lorge
snelt or platform
and placed a num-
ber of evergreen
branches on tris so
Ihal  the young
chick would have
something suilable
1o grip and develop
ts foot muscles. |
had a deuble door
systemin the aviary,
with dowels the side
of the hawk and
weld mesh on my
side. | ploced o
solid femporary
screen over this so
the chick would not
see me and thenin-
seried @ flap to
allow for feod fo
pass thraugh. How

ever, the opening
and closing of the
outer door  obvi-
ously gave the
game away and |
found it difficult at
fimes fo reach in and toke away
uneaten food and to clean the
nest area of mutes 100, so invari
ably the chick would see me from
fima fo fime, Despile some differ
ences in opinion about whether to
imprinl or not, ene friend (the Edi-
orl] was fairly convinced that im-
prinling was the only way fo ga
Realising that the chick knew it was

fop up. Perfect,

The second week In August found
me In Waterdord, The weather was
particutarly wat ana windy and un-
suilable for flying. Nonotheless,
persevered and in fwe consecu-
tive evenings she manoged o
snaich small birds from the air. On
the fisl evening, | had driven
around locking for o suilable spol
to hunt when | saw a flack of spar-
rows and finches take flignt from
the edge of o road info a field. |
steoped out, got hawk on fist and
had some fun, with the spar dart
ing back and forth along the
hedigerow while | ran and beat my
stick. she fook what looked like a
young spamow from the hedge
top. andi as | came along her side
of the ditch, she simply flew straight
onlo my fist with her prey in tolons

On Ihe second evening, | was
walking up @ lanewny wilth dense
hedge en either side, Somelhing
fluttered info an isclated hawthorn
fthat rose higher fhan the rest of the
dilch. The sper took off and sp-
raled up ond  around  the
hawthom. The warbier-iks bird got
Instantly nervous, broke for denser
cover and was auicky taken in
fiant in the centre of the lane. The
spar's mamenturm 1his fime tock
her away from me and sha confin-
uad about 40m up Ihe laneway. As
1sal alongside her as she ale, an in-
quisilive wild spar glided over our
heads and slipped awoy across
fhe adjeining field

Ancther August evering, | fiew her
along o hedgerow in a barey field.
Having missed a flush, she pilched
in an ook free. | made my way to-
wards her, confinuously lapping
and beating the hedgeraws. Out
dorted two or three sparrows
which continuss drecty under the
oak. The spar siooped down infa
the cover and oid net re-emerge.

me, | instinctively decided atfer
about two weeks thal | might as
wel imprint

The resuit, | belleve, was that |
ended up with a socialimprini, but
nat necessarily a full sexually im-
printed spar, There was some vo-
calsation and screaming when
she gof close o flying weight, bul
tris stopped in the field and in-

We were off fo a good start. This
flying from the fist and calling
from trees developed basic
good manners. It was time to
enter her on larger quarry -

gples

deed in the car when she was
faken out to hunt. Mind you. once
she was hurting and entered on
magpies, if sha saw one of lhese
feathered pisbolds she would let
oul a scream as i o say, “Lel me
at themi”

Aninteresting litle thing hoppened
ane evening when she wos sfill

outlgidn't see the flinal movement
of her flight. | fook my fime. even-
lually finding o gap in the
hedgerow. jumped lo he ofher
side fo the steep diteh and found
my way o the gentle sound of
belis. There siood my spar in the
wvery bofttem of a dry difch, pluck-
ing and censuming her lates! vic-
fim. As | saf down olongside her, |
suddenty wotched o she downed
the last piece of her prey — il
fooked liks the leg of a young rat
or perhaps a field mousal

Wewere off fo o good shart. This fiy-
ing from the fist and caling from
frees developed besic good man-
ners. ihwas fime, | thought, lo enter
her on lorger quarmy - magpiss, Fiy-
ing oul @ car window dossn't
come naturally to birds s encour-
aged her by driving inte a fisld ang
having o friend drag alure or deod
bird on the ground as | drove by at
a wary slow puce. Even despite
such etforts, she ignored her in-
tended quarry during her initial
fiights ot the real thing - jackdaws,
rogpies and rooks.

©n seme days, she would chase
but not commit, or she would fiy di
reclly al he intended quomy but ol
the last second diver! away. If the
quany started fo fiy, she might pur-
sue again, bul stll nol commit.
Hilary White ond Rowlond Euslace
took her out a few times araund
this fime and had the some resull
from her, | found this frustrating ond
she went for nearly fwo weeks of
this before she commitied. All it
took was a sight reduction in her
flying weight to make her keener,
Once she got the knack of it there
wos na stopping her and her
weight wass brought back up a bit
again.

Her first few slips wera shorl ones,
«and | found the lecal industriol and
business parks reasonably goed —

young erd perfial fo o bit of
screaming. 'd come home from
work in early August ond placed
her on a bow perch approximalely
10-12ft from the back door fo the
kirchen. The kitchen door was left
open. The spar was doing a bit of
sereaming ond as | opproached
‘the doar | noticed a wild female
glide in over the top of the garden
with some prey in its talons, | re-
ceded inlo tha
house and a few
minutes later he
screaming
stopped, When |
locked oui the
door, the wild spar
was there with her
prey about 18-24in
from my sparl It
looked os if the wild
spar was about to
feed my young
bird. The wild sper
wos probobly the
one  which was
nesting in the pare
besida my house:
her own offspring
would have
fleddged the nest by
this fime and on
hearing the
screaming,  she
must have thought
that it was one of
her own litfle dears
Ihat was hungry
and had dscided
on insfinet to come
fo her assistance.

Af the sight of me
however, she look off.

roining commenced o5 soan
Tm I could and even before
she wos hard penned. | flew

her on a few evenings in cpen
felds wilhy relofively few frees
areund. She chased meadow pip-
its, larks ond finches wel. She was
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particularly those fhol hod gener-
ous green verges on frea-ined ov

enues. Summer evenings ond
weeakends were generally quiet in
these ploces, making it possible lo
gel some discrest siios (but | iater
noticed some securly cameras
mounted on adjacent buildings!)

Even with short slips, o wary mag-
pie con quickly pivol using ils long
tail and make o handy escape,
bul she quickly mastered this
quary in this envionment. There
was asignificant risk flying in this en-
vironment, One fine summer's day,
| flew her in an industrial/business
oark next to o moforway, and
there wos lorge securify fencing to
the rear of the lage warehouse
buildings. After she missed a mog-
pie, she started to mount and soar
around. | quickly swung the lure,
buTwhen there was no immediate
response, | flung it with speed hori-
zenlally acioss the car pork ike o
bird in o direct line of fight. She im.

mediolely  responded  and
dropped down afler it,

She bagged a good number of
magoies and the odd jockdaw in
these induslial parks, but the envi-
ronment meant that she was gen-
erally conlined to shorier flighls.
These became foo sosy for her
ond | didn'tHfind it sperting enough,
Qut ot Cily West Business Campus,
there were lorger expanses of
agreen and | found [t was a creat
spot for longer ¢ips. On one Aw
qust evening. the Friday before the
National Ceunlry and Game Fair,
she was slipped af jackdaw on o
green orea ond as | monoeuvred
the car, | lest sighl of her. There had
been a flock of black headed gulls
on Ihe green loo and all had now
disappeared. | looked around but
could nal see the spar anywhers,
A few moments laler, | cought a
glimpse of a flash of white, There
was  londscaped berm and jus!
over fhe ofher side of it was my
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spar with the sea gullin ifs lolons
kath flapping and sruggling. This
was o good 60-70m from where |
hod slipped her. Retuming fo
Dublin affer the game fair, 1 ipped
her on a reok. She caught i, lost it
and pursued it again before naiing
il and wailing for my amival.

ogpies  were  wilhout
doubt  her favourite
quarry. She would  sit,

erectand alert, her body stiffened
for the gimpse of a magpie. Cne
evening in City West, | spolted a
wood pigeon an a green area and
siipped the spar. The spar it the
woadpigeon ond was gipping it
but 05 | slowed the cor ready 1o
get out. | waiched as the wood
gecn sped past me wilh Ihe spar
in hal pursuil. | followed ihe fight in
my cor and tumed info a large car
park. | thought | saw the pigeon fiy
awaty in the far comer of the car
park, but there was na sign of my
spar. | jumped cut of the vehicle
and lacked around. Instantly,
heard the noisy mad cawing
commofion so characleristic of
magpies and looked up to find a
number of lhem galhering as ene
was held in the spar's falons.
approximalely 3571 up a birch Ireel
As | gof closer, fhey tumbled down
trrough the cenopy and onto the
ground where | dispaiched the
magpie and rewarded the spar. |
then refumed to my two youngest
boys, who were both less thon two
years olg and in baby seats in the
back of the car.

©ne summers evening, | went fa fiy
iy hawk near my house for a bit of
exercise befora it got dark. As |
appreached o wooded area,

noficed o woodpigeon ond then o
magpie head info the wood -

perhaps Ic roost for the night. As
we passed through the wood, the
spar starled to bob her head up
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and down ond from side fo side
bui | couidn't see a thing. linstine-
fively loosened my grip on the
jesses (which wasn't perhops the
cleverost thing to do - | wes in an
urben arec, clese 1o a motorway,
in @ derse enough wooded drea
and it was nearly dark). The spar
took off. swerving in and out
through Ihe Irees. Aller about 25m,
she ascended sieeply up approx-
mately Sm  high and  simply
plucked o mogpie out of the free.

The two birds fumbied down info
some brambles where | quickly re-
Irigved bath hawk and quany. 5o
many fimes, this bird amaezed me
by getiing quarry al limes and
days Ihat | least expected it, and
that was just one more exomple

Another evening, | went hawking in
@ limited window of opportunity
befween pulling Ihe kids fo bed
and it getting dark. | decided to fry
for arepeat of Ihe incidenl above.
This fime, the spar took off info the:
canopy of the trees and oll| saw
was Ihree woodpigeons take fignt.
There wass no sign of her and de-
spite woking around Ihe woods
and fthe park in the late evening
wilh telsmetry. | could nal find her

| evenlually thought | had it nar-
rowed down o one area, but by
now it was very dark and | had no
flashlight. | refumed around
5.30am. | stil get a signal from the
same areq, but for the life of me |
couldn't pin paint her. | suspected
that she might be on the ground
on akill from the night before. Then
@ good hour or so later, just as it
was getting bright, 1lost the signal.
At fist | thought the battery may
have died but then tumed up the
volume in Ihe receiver ond reclised
she had moved. | started follawing
the signal. and shorlly aftenwards |
began lo hear that mad cacking
commotion of magpies. | ran. fol

lowing the saund o the edge of

the park and spotted obout 10-15
megpies and @ few ciows on o
felegraph wire end  houses. |
jumped over e perimeter fencing
and, as1 did, I noficed alady in ner
dressing gown leaning out of her
bedroom window with her nighty
still onl | ran into the neighbour’s
garden and there was Ihe sper, On
anolher magpie.

Anolner lime, | sipped the hawk
out the window info a field where
there were two reoks and o
magpie. | las! lrack of her and
spent o while frying lo locale her.
Suddeanly, in the reeds along o fiver
bank, there she was in the water
Submerged in her talons was a
drowned magpie. and the spar
was socked fo the skin. As|walked
back fo the car with her, she
Iooked weakened, cokd and
shivering. | had wasled aboul len
minutes leoking for her in the
wrong direction whie she was
prokably fighling the cold water
and the magpie. She recovered
quickly, however,

One fime, | spotted four magpies
on @ rabbif read kil along ¢ coun-
iry road. As | crove closer, the
magpies very warly 100k fight and
were well airborne by the fime the
hawk was sipped. Ninety metres
away was o woodland and the
magpies were heading fowards it
rapidly. The spar ascended up
alfer them, focusing on the lost two
and just shy of the 80m, but ap
proximalely 8m up in The sky. with
taik-twisting dexterity, she snagged
ore of the magpies. | began 1o
deliberalely seek out magpies that
were in full fiight for future slips as
they provided much more spec-
tacular and sporfing fights.

Bul one of the highlights for me was
whan | spotted cbout six magoies
about 200m out frem the road in a
big open field, about 300-400m

have parked up in the Land

Rover wilh Ine radio on. Joe

Dufty is toking -calls, eamest
members of the public debating o
coniroversial episode in Ireland's
History, The engine is off but he
radio is on foud. I's Ihe only way |
can hear it ogainst the loshing rain
on the metal roof, the windscreen
appedrs a solid wall of woter. The
wind whistles ana greans as It
shoulders info the front bumper live
@ pack of Munster nugby forwards.
Whoever cesigned Lond Ravers
wasn'l a sailor, or a falconer. be-
couse they hac no concepl of
wind, Pernaps they were bald and
deaf or wind funnels weren't in
wenited or the word ‘shecmined
hadn't evolved. Land Revers, the
oroper onas, meet moving air with
all the groce and ease of a con-
crele block. Parking brogdside just
wash't an cption. Through oll the
naise, cutfing lke a scalpel, s the
high pitched call of one of our
baby Harris hewks. | have come up
here, perched on the hillside look-
ing down the whele lenglh of
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Lough Nafooey fo fly them in the
wind. Here. on the edge of Cor-
nemara, we are nol blessed with
an abundance of rabbits or pheos
ants, or clear, fine days ol high
pressure wealher, Buf, what we do
have is open green hils and wind
Plenty of wind. Some of my finest
Folcenry memories have been fly-
ing Haris hawks in fnis open and
windswenl landscope,

when Thad lelt the house, the rain
had started but | had convineed
myself it was just o squall thal
would be gone in 20 minutes. Atter
all, it is nigh summer, the end of
July. This is our first time here but |
thought if would be perfec; the
wind biowing straight up the slape.
the winding road and convenien!
porking place three-quarters of the
way up. Perhops it wil be, on an-
ofner day.

Teday, fow grey clouds scrape
sl The bracken a flattened seq
of green, thrashing manically from
sidle lo side, As F each frond has an

invisible terer atteched, fiying lo
Killil ke arat. | con'tsee 1o the end
af the Lough or any of the maun

tain tops. |l is claustraphobic and
the longer 1 wait tha mare the pres-
sure builds. The voices o Ihe radie
are becoming meore argumentia-
five, cpinionatad, exireme. The
wind doesn'l fire. The rain on The fin
roof is incessant. end the regular.
impetient call from the Rapior Sox
is getting 1o me. | should just go
heme end feed them on the fist,
heve them both safely in ihe
wviary. Most falconers wouldn't
dream of fiying them in fhis. Na,
that's the lazy oplion. | should fly
Them, it will blow out, Iney nead
lofs of exercise every day, they
need Ihis experienca, it wil be
greal o see them hanging in this
windl. What could go wrong hereg
There are no fences. cars, wire, just
open Connemara hilside. Wait o
litfle lorger.

Lost yeor, we imprinted a clufch of
four Hanis howks. Nothing compli-
coted: openly hond-led, kept

ahead. | contemplated whether it
was worth even chancing her ona
fight. when approximately 150m
Ghead, alone mogpis flew across
the road about 4-5m high. | accel

erated, and as | got within 50m of
the magple, | sipped the spar. The
magple was instantly aware of its
pursver ond centinued fo climb
upwards out in Ihis ooen field, A
spectacular tail chase ensusd, cul

minaling in o great zigzag fail
chase with twisling and swarving -
upwards about 6 or 7m high in the
air. The spar clulched its prey and
they tumbled down fo the grass,

She had taken the prey o good
170m from the spol where she was
relecsed - not bad for o short
distance sprinter. To put this in per-
spective, | recall reading in the
book A Merlin Far Me by John Lofi,
cistatistic on the average length of
lime various birds of prey spend
fpursLing their prey - the spar is
cited af fwa seconds! ey often sit
stil hunfing on a free branch and
then dart out affer some unsus-
pecting passer-by. So. it is my belief
that longer slips of 100m or so on
aitbome flying quomy are impres-
sive and sparting for a spar,

| hoid approximately three fighfs al
blackkird. one impressive long
fight across a field, but unfortu

nately although she gained on the
blackbird, she was unchble o get o
it before it got fo cover. On lwo
other occasions she fook feather
but did not manage fo calch the
respective blackbirds.

By the end of November, she had
faken approxmately 31 head
since she had been enterad in
August - not bad considering that
she was enly flown on waekends
once the daylight hours became
shorter. Around fwo thirds of her
quarry was magpies. though she
did foke rook, jackdaw and a

1005 togather ond fiown fogetner.
The plecsure we had from their
“reining’ and cantinue fo have
with them has been amazing. We
would cart them up Mount Gable
to walch them leam o soar and
stoop. chasing each other fis it
ter of whippets, They would stop
and ottack grass, pluck moss, foot
sheep dung, bite the dog's tail or
sit worlly beside ¢ rock os the
ravens flew past. This year, we
planned on doing exactiy the
same. Except, of course, the grent
thing about Falconry is that it is
naver the samet

The two Harrises in the back are
both females, half of the tour that
we bought in early May this year,
The oldest ehick wos 14 days and
the youngest was just fen days.
Three of the four babies were sib-
lingss. fuming out lo be one female
and her tweo brothers, These three
were from imporled American par-
ents who produce the lorgest stock
for thelr breeder. The other female,
the youngest and by fer the small-
ast. was a Peruvian female from
passage Peruvian parents that had
been imported from a Porluguese
breeder. We named her Inco ond
it was her thai was caling in the
box, always the noisy cne, always
different. The two femcles are
chalk and chesse, Maya weighing
2ibs 40z ond Inca 1lb 8oz Roth
‘were now around 12 weeks old.

Last year, we had no fighting, but
fris year it hasn't been heppy fom-

Then | hear it cgmin ]A roar.
8 o see.
The clouds are still risin:

But there is NOTNIN

black headed gul, On one ccea-
sion, she had beensipped af some
rooks, missed bul confinued flying.
A Tew minutes later, one rock
stooped at her and hit her and
lignt putf of feathers came from
her back. After this incident she
was always wary of fiying al rook
and althaugh she would pursue
them, she would veer off tham at
ftha lost split second befere impact.
But if they took flight, she would
pursue them but net with the full
100% commitment sne pul info
magpies.

she domaged a feather following
her encounter with a rook, but on
reflection | think that feather may
have been weakened following
anincident with nar leash. Then the
tussle with the rock would have
exacerbated this demage. My
advice i thof spors should be kept
fresiofted following nitial manning
and training; if they don't iy readily
onto your fist when you enter the
aviary then they are unlikely to
refumn lo you in the field. | didn't
want to make my aviary foo big for
her to build up any significant
speed, and | kepl the window
opening in on aviary semewhat
restricled in dimensions so that she
wouldn't impulsively fly af some
possing garden bird.

stopped flying her at the end of

November as | foak off for twa

weekends in December for the
Third International  Festival  of
Falconry in Al Ain, UAE. On my
retum, she was well up in weight
and | was sager fo get her going
ogain.

During the Christmas break, | was
backin Kemry and foolishly [ slipped
her on a very windy day ot  crow
in an open freeless area where |
was sure I'd be able 1o find her if
she got blown off course or aut of

iiies, and fo e on the side of cau-
tion, we separoted them, At one
point we thought that Inca wauid
have 1o go on her awn but, thank:
fully, they divided info pairs, the
males togelher and the femates
together.

Something has changed, | switch
off the radio and il's quister. | give
the windscreen wipes a couple of
ficks and peer out. It's stopped. |
can see the cloud lifting, revealing
the whole length of Lough
Nofecey, o patch of blus sky ap-
pears and the black sihouette of o
raven slides across it. If's @ sign.

I1's still winly so | decide on Ihe so-
lictity of Maya, the bigger female.
She steps aut of her box and, with
hef telemetry on in o few seconds,
| walk around o the front of the
Land Rover with her on the fist. She
has never been here betore and
never felt the power of this force of
wind, Looking ot her, the big confi-
dent female has gone, $he lcoks
axactly what she is - on inexperi-
enced 12-week-old baby. |am not
going to cast her off into this, so in-
stead | pop her down on a hum
mock of grass and nervously fake
afew steps away. Reasuingly, she
gives @ couple of cals before
launching into the fising headwind.
The wind Iifts her but she pullsin her
wings and hovers tentatively just
faw faet off the ground, getting a
Teeling for this new pawer. Open-
ing her wings. she rises, liffing up
and back up the slope. | have my

rKle of

[ &7 TRE Waves

There is na rain, bu

} .
somefthing invisib
" rofgﬁ at us

is charging s

signt. But she was blown seaward
where | can orly ossume she
drowned. | had checked the
batteries before going out in the
field but now ihere was nothing.
Nothing but fond memeries of her
and the sheer joy she had brought
fa me for sevaral monlhs in 2011

1t was 12menths to the day that |
had frod through snow and made
sightings of wild spars. It had been
a greal year, @ great joumey with
sparrowhawks. Apart from the
slight frusiration ot entering her in
the early days, particularly out the
carwindow, and the one occasion
she spend out overnignt, | found
my howking days with her almost
effortiess. No other birct of prey had
aver broughl me so much consis-
fent action, fun and excitement
with 5o litle effort - no dog was
requirect, nor  ferfe!. More people
should fly these hawks and avail of
our wild-fake licenses. | hope this
arficle is an encouragement
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glove up quickly and she slowly
inches her way back fo me, sway-
ing and rocking in the wind before
throwing out her feet o grab the
glove os grofefully os & young
swimmer just making it to fhe side
of the pool.

After her food reward, | put her
down ogain and this time she
launches more confidently and |
lecive her for longer, letting her curl
back around me o couple of
limes, finding her wings in the rip

pling wind. She comes instanlly
bock fo fhe gove, sweeping
through the wind as if she s starting
10 erjoy Ihis. Before | can pep her
onfo the grass she is off again, nto
fhe wind and up. She i stiller in the
air now, hanging above me. her
head scanning the landscape. |
tum to lollow her gaze, to see the
londscape ond o drink it ol in,
Then | hear it coming. A roar. Bul
there is nothing fo see. The clouds
cre shil ring. There is even o
sperkie of light off the waves in the
Lough. There s na rain, bul some-
thing nvisible is charging straight of
s, growling. Never befare have |
experienced such sirange invisibil-
ity. | can hear it odvancing. 1now:
itis coming end from which direc

tion, straight ol us from right along
the volley. | know itis getting closer,
and quickly. But, even though |
face a clear view for miles, | can't
seeit because | am looking straight
through it, Then | see the bracken
finging iksef fo the ground in terror,
wirithing under the feat of an invisi
ble stampede, coming up the il
side.

Al firs, | raise my glove, bul imme
dlately | know ii's too late. The blast
of invisiola aif hits us and | can only
walch. She is hanging there, hang-
ing in, as the wind takes hold of her
body. | am wiling her fo stay facing
the wind, @ lumn now would be dis-
astrous, she would be smashed o
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the floor like a ragdoll or caried over the hill to
god knows where al best, Bravely she facesit, bul
ifs taking her up the hill, backwards, further ond
further fromme. | con see her wings fips vibroafing
and thrashing around fike the bracken beneath.
She is all over the place and, for ene ghastly mo-
ment, she seems 1o explode os feathers stick out
inoll directions. But she pulls herself together and
again faces the demans head-on. Alllcan dois
stand and curse the wind and my stupidity. As she
is being token up the hill| see her dropping lower,
fighting lo get down, fo meet the rising hillside, stil
failing in the air, Then | lose sightof her.

| don't run, | just head off up the twisting sheep
paths through the bracken as the wind dies just
s suddenly s if came. The green fronds of
bracken bounce back up around me as the lost
invisible beasls race to cafch up with the herd, By
the fime | gel up 1o the near horizon, all & rela-
fively peaceful except | have no idea where, in
this ocean of knee-high green, she is. More impor-

tantly, how she is. She has a fransmitter and so |
will find her, bui is she okay?

HHikes only a couple of loud whislles and 1 hear

her ¢call back, o nervous lenfafive call. She is

just @ few yards from me, siting on the floor in
a pateh of grass. Ralief and grafitude. She is fine,
and hops up on to the glove as | talk to her, opol-
ogising and praising her. | fie her on straight away
ond give her all her food, because that's it, we
are heading home. Walking back down to the
Land Rover, | don't trust the view. The clarity of it,
washed fiom Ihe sterm, its bightening horizon. It's
beauliful but it’s a lie and Lam listening for it, the:
invisible stampede. Only when we are back in
fhe Land Rover do | relox. Inca can do some high
Jumps in her aviary - | am not laking any more:
risks today. There is music on the rodio as | furn the:
Land Rover down the hill. There s o patch of biue
sky obove but drops of heavy rain hif the wind-
screen.
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limiled resources and back-to-the-
drawing-board determination, the
twa men were doing pretly well
down in Bl Sulvador.

Upan s refurn, Roy's enthusiasm
was stronger Than ever; his confi-
dence sleodied, he now wanted
to get other like-minded people in-
wvolved os well. He founded Club y
Escuela de Cefreria de I Solvador
(The El Salvader Faiconry Ciub and
Schocl). The prmary purpose
would be 1o promate falconry in o
country where there had never
been o tradition for Ihe ancient arl
and fo confribule to the conserve-
fion of birds or prey there. Since
then, the club has aclively collob-
orafed with Solvadoron wildife
authorifies towords the creation of
falconry Iegisiation, and in conser-
vafien ond educational projects
related to birds of prey and their
hebital.

The club now boasts 28 years of ex-

perence in handing, fraining and
hunting with birds of pray, af both
nalional and infemational level. In
October, 1999 it was unanimausly
accepted as Coresponding Mem-
ber of 1he IAF [Inferrational Assoc
cfion  for  Falkonry  and
Gonservation of and Birds of Frey)
with Roy os the nofional delegate
representing the folconers of £ Sal-
vador ot AGMs since 2000. Af fhis
marnent, the club is small, number-
ing only 15 or s0 members, Never-
35, 1t Just aibout to become a
fully recognised nan-profit argani-
salion thal will be able to work on
projects mainly related fa the can
servation of birds of prey in e
area. The working group within this
new organisafion cansists of expe
rienced folconers, renowned
environmenialists, raplor biclogists.
03 wel s new raplor and falconry
enthusiasts who all share o com-
mon pession. 'IF's o small move-
ment ina finy counfry, bui
definitely the beginning of o

5

brighter future for birds of prey in
Ihe regien,' says Roy.

Even though there are only a few
folconers in El Solvador, they have
been lucky enough regarding the
laws that reguicle the activity
there. Falconry reguiations were
never officially established, ond
therefore the activity was never
protibited either. The only reques!
made by widife authorities is thot
the few birds being flown cre reg-
istered. Nevertheless, the club has
been confinuously urging and as-
sisting the autherifies fo elaborate
an falcenry regulations since 1998,
The ided is to having something
legally esiablished that will prima

rily profect the inferests of falconers
and their sustainable pracfices. but
that will also promote the canser

vation of raptors, their  prey
species, and the hobitof thaf they
share. These requintions obviously
conlemplate the sustainable ulii-
sation of raptors, harvested from
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Poetry, Hummingbirds and
Falconry in El Salvador

Hilary White (Dublin] and Roy Beers {San Salvador)

alcenry does nol have a
Fracnrded history anywhere in

Cenlral America prior 1o 1985
That was the year that o cousle of
natureloving young men In Bl
salvador mel by coincidence in
the streets of the copital, San Sal
vador. The men acquied a pair of

ing Ihem and hunting with them,
Thay knew fitfle of 1iis point, let
alone that they would becoma the
founding Tothers of Salvodorian
faiconry.

Molsés Doboub and Roy Beers
heigl, by pure coincidence, started
practicing on their own. Bolh were:
culodidacts who had been lucky
enaugh to gel a hold of o falconry
texl ta bold their hand in hose
early days. For Mo it was
Humphrey Ap Evans' Folconry
which he tumed to. Roy, mean-
while. had come ocross Phillip
Glasier's evergreen Falconry And
Hawking. It was through thess
books, essenfially, that they were
boih able o start handiing roptors
and fraining them lo fiy to fist or
Iure. This wasn't, Roy insis®s. falconry
proper, but il was enough fo get
them hooked and determined lo
expand Iheir knowledge. They ex-
changed books with each ofher
devouring them in no fime and
constantly using them for refer
“ce and guidance in.ali of their
field excursions, Aller all, it was
Pere. in the Salvadoran counlry-

side with their raptors, that Roy and
Maolses wanled to be.

what folowed was @ lang.
exciting, and sometimes frustrating
roed before they actually started
hunting something and could call
themselves falconers, nol 1o
mention the firs| falconers in that
oart of the warl,

Falcanny's first steps in Ihe Central
American lropics sow frial and
errar with @ bemusing range of
native rapler species, ranging from
small buteos like the Rood-side
Hawk (Buteo magnirastiis], and the
Gray Hawk {Buleo nifidus), to the
much bigger buf nol very impres-
sive Greal Black Howk [Buteogalus
urubitinga). The pair hod the op-
porlunity fo fily what appecr fo ba
very exolic species to laleoners on
ihis side of the Atlanfic, ke Lough-
ing Falcons [Herpetotheres cachin
nans)  and @ couple  of
‘untarreable’ passage Celiared
Forest Falcons (Micrastur semi-
ferquatus), which Roy recalls them
being ‘lerrorised” by.

Unfortunatety, all these hawks were
available for sale in the streets of
San Salvador, along with many
other species of wildiife sofd as
pets. And it was not unfil El Sal-
vader became a member of CITES
(around 1987) that this activily fi
nally became ilegal and trade in
wildiife reduced consideraily. But
it was just before this fime that the
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ol huppened upon akey discow-
ary that changed the curve of
forlunes — fheir first Harris Herwks
Mow they actualy had heir hands
©on a hawk thaf wos being referned
ta In heir Enrapeon falconry man-
and whats more, it was on in
digenous species. Now, all the
highs ond lows of handing oll those
oiher species of rapiors was chan-
nelled into fhe iraining of these
hawks, Roy had also invented
someihing colled The Velocapior,
a mechanical device that can
whizz o dummy rabbit across a
field af high speeds. Things were
coming together and their long-
held gmbition to became redl fal-
coners was manifesting. Before
they knew i, they were successiuly
hunting rabbits and nightjars at
night with the aid of lamps,

Yeors passed bofore They finally
crossed palhs with an "outsider fal-
coner', a cancep! that had only
axisted 1o them in books up fo fhat
paini. Ray go! wind of a beginners
Falconry course by Emma Ford's
British Schocl of Falconry taking
place at The Equinox in Vermont,
US in July 1997. He quickly signedt
up 1o take parl, his main objective
being that he wouid pick the in-
sttucters' brains about ‘as many
things a5 possiole in order 1o clear
all the doubts' that he and Maises
had hc over fhe years, and fo de-
fermine if they were actucly on
the fight frack of nol. The repiies fo
these queries confimed that,

Moises (left). Roy (right) ond that newspaper clipping from 1947

the wild, for the purnose of falconry.” Roy says,
‘and it is only this aspect in which we ore now
encounlering resistance. One of our main ob-
jectives wil be to overcome fhis huge limitafion
with the support of the intemational falconry
communily and scienific research that proves
that such a confrolled harvest does not affect
the wild populations of rapfors. Roy's argu-
ment is that. in fact, the few specimens that
they are permitted to foke from the wild wil
most likely help the mission to educate and
raise awareness of raptor and wildlife conser-
vation, Ambassadar animals, if you wil,

s falconry becomes easier and ecisier
A:rco easy. many would argue} o bredk

into, the tale of how El Salvador got
Itseif on the falconry maop chimes with
poignancy. These men had fo succeed, one
way or ancther, and were driven fo shive for ex-
¢cellence when there was liftle in the way of
tutering, fancy equipment or ample iterature.

Wilh The Gathering underway ond most of the
counfry considering relafives fiving atcad, rish
racders moy also find il bemusing that Roy has

Inish roots tharks fo his paternal great-grandta-
ther. Peter Patrick Brannon. His grandmother on
his father's side, meanwiile, was the Salvado-
ron loureate Carmen Brannen, one of Central
Amerca’s mast ceiebraled poets. Writing
under the nom de plume Claudia Lars, she had
14 fifles published in total. with much of her
work cumently oh the natian’s school syllabus,

Interestingly, one 1955 callection was fifled
School Of Birds, an Inferesting name given that
her grandson would go on fo teach mary in
her country about falconry. Roy recently
ravealed fo me that his mother nad given him
an old newspaper cutling feaiuring a phota of
nirn as a one-year-old fof with ene of his grand-
mother's poems underneath, It had been wiit-
fen espacially by her for Roy's first birhday and
was only ever published in that newspaper edi-
fior in July, 1967. In the first verse of the poem,
she mentions His favourife toy - o hummingbird.
Perhaps o difficulr species to find Lohore bells
for. but none-the-less @ signal that the child
would gravitate towords avian iife and the po-
etry birds conjure in ihe hearts of folconars
everywhere.
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