Peregrine Fulcon Populations — Status
And Perspectives In The 21st Century
(Eds. J Siclicki & T Mizera) with preface
by Prof. lan Newton — available now

Peregrine Falcon Populations — Staius
And Perspectives in The 21st Century is
the mest up-to-date compendium vn the
utus and conservation of Peregrine Fal-
s in Europe, with articles on other cru-
cial arcas i the world. This bouk is the
biggest collection of papers related 1o Pere-
grine studies in Furope.

Professor Tan Newton, in a preface suys:
"This book represents another sighilicant
milestone in the history of Peregrine stud-
iies, adding to our knowledge of the specics
and its recovery... The current volume will
prove of value to all Peregrine researchers,
whether they are professional biologists,
research students, or ather enthusiasts, and
a source of inspiration to others yet to

come.”

The book contains papers on Peregrine
populations in Poland, Czech Republic,
Slovakia, Hungary, Bulgaria, Romania,
Croatia, Russia (European and Asiatic
part), Ukraine, Belarus, Sweden, Finland.
Norway, Denmark, Germany, France,
Austria, United Kingdom,

Spain, It

In addition to European presentations. it also includes papers from countries in other continents - United States,
Australia, South Africa, Isracl, Malaysia.

Furthermare, this book alsa includes papers on Saker Faleons, comparing the speeies with the Peregrine and
studics Irom their central Eutopean sttongholds — Hungary, Czech Republic, Slovakia,

I'e book is edited by Janusz Sielicki and Tadeusz Mizera, and is based on papers preseated at the 2nd Inter-
national Peregrine Conlerence Poland 2007, held from 19-23 September 2007 in Piotrowe near Poznai, Poland,
organized by BirdLife Hungary. Raptor Protection of Slovakia, Milvus Group form Romania, Arbeitskreis
Wanderfalkenschutz ¢ V. {rom Germany and "Falcon Socicty from Peland

More information about the Conference and book are available at the webpage of Buropean Peregrine Falcon
Waorking Group www.falcoperegrinus.net

More information on the book — list of papers and preface by Prof. lan Newton, book of Abstracts from the Con-
ference and more — can be found at www. falco.steefa.pl Almost 60 papers. ¢a. 600 pages, almost 300 colour
figures, hardcover wilh hook-jacket

contact us at falcy pl

The standard price is €59, To purchase, or for more i
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POLICY
AND
OBJECTIVES STATE-
MENTS

The Irish hawking Club is dedicated to
the sport and practice of falcoary and
to the conservation and dissemination
of knowledge of hirds of prey. Mem-
bership is open to those, who support
or practice the pursuit of Falol
the highest standards and tra

Objectives of the CIub are:

To represen Faleonry throughout Ire-

land and to foster Intemations! eo-0p-

eation in orler io maintain the sport,

art and practice of taking quarey in its
natural state.

‘To preserve and encourage Faleanry
within the contex! of sustainable und
Judicious usc of wildlife.

“To foster good relations and eo-opera-
tion with all National huating organi-
sations with like objectives.

To encaurage conservation, fhe eca-
logical and veterinary rescarch of birds.
T prey and to promote, under seien-
e guidanee, native propassation for
Falconsy and the rehabilitation of fn
jured birds of pre

inde

T monitor National laws in order 0
permit the pursuit and perpetuation of
falconry

Tio roquire the ebservation of all laws
and regulations relating to falconry,
Imireing, canservation and vulture with
cegard to the taking, impart, and kecp-
ing oFbirds of prey, the hunting of
quarry species and the right of secess
1o land

T promate and uphold a positive
image af falconry with speeialist or-
ganisations or statuary budies which
regulaie or niherwise affect faleanry:




Editorial

it o cojoling and pesierng, ne! 1o menfion some ex

Gusting networking sessions w
edifion has loken shape o5 ane of Ihe

Tnar's the sian anyway, bul It eon o

16 see hat inspincatic
when faleonry is invoived

For Kelfh Barcer and Jemes Knight, 11 1he mould
BUNG gos, anG the discovery of things the boaks do | tell
you, For teless Teny Turinglon, I's e simole biss of a Sef
tion thot whal falcenars
st of us, ot and
Taicanry can do the job. Befons Digty and g6,
mon colles George Fdward Lodge, wio ceplured ine
imogination af feicony mate than anyene sincs. We have
been very kindly givenimages and aricies by ine GE Ladge
Trush, something very speciol indeed, | have also compiled
an overview of ieland's falconty hislory chead of e Festi
Falcaney o Juiy 11 and 12 [see www.lalconrylestl-
val.com], The HC will be tnere, and anyane Thinking ol
comingis utgad ta gel in louch with the commities.

wrday's howiing. of fne ref
for Is e yond a he:

el

val o

st rsnion the shesr quality af some of fhe snaps thal
| have Deen ucky encugh 1o gel. | mus! af this point say o
huge thonk you ta Chesting Houschidt, o crafessional onc
tographer fram Denmark, ond her pariner | crime Eve
Nitsehis for ther supert arile.on Farohewking. Similory,
my eriicle on Faicanry in South Alla would be ocking
6 shots of biologist, felconer and
IAF delegute fo Jopan Keiya Nakjme. As for Micea
Mosmao's shot ol the crowned sagle, well, | don't think 've

without 1he gripping acte

ever felt s much for o hore in my life!

-I-na 2008 Joumal has been o frue [abowr of love, Allera

sarsign Tiiends, this
better ores we'va
hadl, wit arrecl infemelional aveur, I's iafe, | knaw, and
providad hal the momenturt can be kep! up. | promiss
10 hove the 2009 Journal ouf by the New Tear.

ohly hapgen If ¢os
butions come from vou. Reading thraugh thi lssus, it s piain
okes 50 Many shapes and colours

Paul Larmor

g ol o

trere wos a

African lcon

Hilary White
Editar

A Friend In The Air
— Eva Nitschke

— Keith Barker
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All copy and pictures 16 be senl
to Ihe editor at
hylwhife@gmail.com.

Materiel is subject fo scrutiny by
the committee.

All nevws ftems, nafices. shorf sto-
fies. 1ol tales, pictures, ads, com-
ments etc fo the editor af the
obove emall oddress

Members who ore interested in
helping in fhe production ond dis-
trioution of the Newsletter and
Jeumal please cortact o com-
mittes member.

2

eracinted o soked in dirt and dried blood at
his farmer farm Last Tune. Seven dead birds of
prey were foumd in Mr Leits freczer.

Re-introduced
Raptors Persecuted.
Again

JUST when they had begun make s serious
splush in Treland, a total of efght buzzards
have been poisoned in north Dublin, Louth
and Meath In the last oupte months,

T was @ depressing piee of newws on (op of th
recent alphachlovalase poisning of 4 red kite
near Tiglin. Co Wicklow, o Gulden Lagle in
Donegal by parauat and more poisoned white-
tailed sea eagles in Kerry carliee chis vear.

true number of buzzards being poisoned
sy be fan higher, as they oflen rement 1
secluded spots o die and may g unnebiced,

The preliminary findings of the TirdWatsh
Ireland’s Atlas study 20072011 suggest there
may now b as wany s 300 breselng pairs of
common buzzards i the Repablic

Hundreds of poople lave sigaed an onling
petition in support of the retntroduction of
golden cugles, white-taled exgles and red bites
follonwing growing concem the birds are being
deliberately poisoned and targeted

Kerry T Jackic Healy-Rae said he ducs not
helieve the eaples had been targeted end called
o fermers to curver posaned bl o (he eagles
S0l ot g at it

Project manaser Dr Alun Mec said it is now nat
certain if the project i vishle: Sevent of the 35
relntroduced birds From Norweay have been poi-
samed. “The poisoas that are being used ae
banned in other BL countries. In the UK, it
wauld be ease of ilegal poisoning,” he said

Dx Mee said the purchase of puisons should be
lic wl bt sithough it was moee than
likely laid out to Kill foxes and crows
deliberits poisoning eally cen't be ruled out

A review of the project is now required before
‘amy more hirds sre relesed. Tiis also ikely that

agle Trust will lodge an official
‘complaint with the European Cominission oves
the continumz use of these poisons.

The Dept of Environment has
gislation to ban the use of mear baits in bird
conrel, but the Dept

Proteetion of Animals (Amendment) Act 1965
sill provides for use of poison baits to-control
fiwes, Oh, he litle ironies of e

roduced

of Agriculture’s

Cover Image
Folcon Resting
ry
Richard Ward
Manipulated by

Agron Leavy

are coninually ok for stiking
memorabie imoges of rastors fr our
covers. IF you have any. plecse fore-
word 1 the editer.

New Member

The Newslefter and Journal
are published and distrib-
uted by the Irish Hawking
Club fo members. The views
expressed therein are those
of the individual contibu-
tors and are not necessarily,
and unless otherwise stated,
the official poiicies or views
of the Irish Hawking Club

All material published is
copyrght of the authors.

| S S |

ADVERTISING

exaggerated I am sure!

meets in €

Rowland and Gertrude Eustace

Thank you for the very elegant Award for which 1 have found a
our hone. It s greatly admired and treasured by the entire family. Members are
welconre to visit and see it any sime rey are in the vieinity. Gertrude thanks yor
Jor her most gencrous gift and is very sud ihat she could ant make the meeting.
e trip was hooked as a prescat for her 8dth Birthday in November, We should
Hike (o take this opportusity to thank afl of you for your sympathy end support at
the tirme of aur son Rryan’s ilnesy and untimely deah,

1
. . 1
Applications i
. Any members wishing to |
ir amy objectivn 1o the applica- place an advertisementin |
tion (o7 mermbersiip by the following, they i
s santaet the commitiee ASAP 1 the Newslstters or Journal |
| contact Secretary Neil Ross |
Karl Gracl on 1
Cappaniymore | ormsorserz |
Meelick s neilross 10@hotmail.com 1
Co Clare 1
1
13 8t Kevins Park.
Blackrock,
Co Dublin
01 2880765
arfelaeireom.net
26003/2009
ol Ross
Hon Secretary
Irish Harvking Club
2 Scoiboa Meadow,
Ballynoe Rowd.
TS 6HS
Co Antrim
N treland

Fthank the Irish Ilwwking Clb Cammitree and Members most sincerely for
invitiug mysclf and my wifee Gertrude as your guess of hotour 1o the A.G.M.
Dinmer, Gertrude unforunately ws in Rome with our duwghier and nnable to
attend. Thanks for all the kind, und sume rude, vemarks passed abour me, many

1 ant 50 glad that 1 had the opportunity to go hawking with so many inferesting
peaple ver so many years, ot to meation huwks and dogs, and to have had
such fun and excitement with the Spars and Meriins and indeed Kestrels., I so
enjoyed the many meets we had here and in the North, all the game fairs and the
and Coech Republic where iy legs began to fail me. 1 owe a debt
of gratitude 1 all the poung people who so willingly helped me with the hawking
and with the breeding. It is great 1a see 50 many af them still involved.

ul place in

Wath Best Wishes for the CIUB'S continued secess.

News and Updates

The Editorial always welcome
— sightings, lost hawks, conservation matters etc - from members.

eces of info

Address by
THC Presidént
Eoghan Ryan

EARLIER In the vear, T was asked would 1
e intevested in standing for the post o Pre
et of the Irish Hawkinis Club. | Felt tha fhe
club needed 3 new divection and a new
impetus, and with this in mind I decided e
1 womld gu for i,

T thuse mw it do ko me, L me -

T provide adequte
falconers to imeet und inte

protunties tor
te. theoingh field

meats, seminars, and orher st
o represeat the faleoners of the islend of
Irelund o iniernntional level

We have discassed @ sumber of inidatives shat
e will bee mplementing o secure the above
i vt (he cam  oF dhese
{nitiatives inchude updting our website, regular
newsletiers and el pdates, el ipsvrnce,
and  regional strictans supportad by local e
s 1 v fnally establibe llr numerius
adsie for s mecting

v of e Club
fiom J'l‘lm‘UUS Towwds the Lasier half o
2008, | o ashnl by th Lt oo, i1
w0t take o the new e of ‘Department Li-

ith the National Parks.and Wl Servics, (o
pursue o nuiber of issues which were nuilined
i the last nevwslotter. By the time you read this,

fhis b, e

aison Dificer” and
patment of Agricalture’s propased new Aminal
Welfire Act, [ huve been 3 falconcs since 1997

b | st N Frmle spammos bk an then
amale redtil Tk for sbout sight years, | have
s el R dhuring vaious seasons a B
s hawk, merlin and gosharwk 1 have also heer
engaired 1n o number o1 Tehbliations uf wikd
raptors. At the present ime |don't fy a bind. pre-
ominantly dus 10 wark, family and other per-
enis, bt my passion ané
enthusiest in falconry renains very sromg

sonal co

Lam fortunmte ity timang of oking up Ty po-
ition, 5o follow ort o what 1 ik was per-
bips one of the mest successhil AGMs we've
Fadin a nomber of years, with some very inter-
esting and exeelient presentations from Dick
Harlell on Grouse Management, Jo Oliver an

the Faleonry Festival, ang Hilary White o
South Africun Falconry and Binds of Prey, 1
wouhd fike 10 take this appeimunity o thank iy
fellow Commitiee mesmbers for their interest,
dedization and sommitrnent 1 the elub, a5 wll
as catgoiny presklent Livm O"Brom fc his com-

sciively in his sistance oo graphies
newsletters and joumals and we w2 veey fortue
ik b bl 1 el s by o s alents,

Laoking 10 the fusture, fiy ains for elih sie as
follows:

T have 3 club that serves its members

* Toprovide berter and mere ELIAE comMIN-
caion to members.

s Been aceeptet hy the 1 owth Regional Game
Council as an affiistcd club, which (£ we fuke
g will proside us with insurshec: aid eompen
sation a5 purt of the Nationa| Assciion of
Regional Gume Councils (NARGE), This necds
further investigamon ts ensure it offers the cov-
erage that really suits our aecs both redividu-
ally and cofleetively and will have to he tken
Bk 1 the rrembersinp for ful raifcunon, bt
it manetleless i a positive step forward,

The first twa moriths in thes position has been.
quite buss:, [t s brought 10 ey affeation that
there was 2 High Count appeal made by the
Department of the Envacenment, Heribige and

the

Local Govemment. in connection W
g falernes i the wrllaads, who bad a bird
af prey taken from him by the local Wildlife
Rangors & fow years agn The Tistrict Conrt

judge fourd (n his fevonr. but the Depurtment
e ehosen 10 appesd i, Some aspects of this
case concemed me and in my personal opinion
warrant further insestigatinn.

Wi v i fwar o mectings fo dure,
Lust year. the [HC made s comimitinent o atend
the Tntermational Faiconry Festival in Theale
outside Reading on July 11 asd 12, 200 The
purpuse of the Falionsy Festval is t establish,
throwgh UNESCD), faiconry as i i

heritnge. Thes imiiative, if suecessful. wil
provide pratectian s the art s praci

«To prateet flenney

rvou

seatation fur s membess. part
w0 possible changes in begistation and the inap-
propriste enforcement of existing legiskation

Fieldmeet Report
I'm A Falconer.
Get Me Out Of

Here!
Tory lskand, October 17/18
Mick Docherty

ith Innisbicffin oul of Ihe oues-
W tion far our annual land meet
we dacided lo ses il Tory Is-

lond weuld be sutaole. Colls were
made and arangaments sef, | packed,
picked Bren Higgins Up anc made the
five-hour drive fowards Mogheroarly
pierin Co Donegal to get the Tory Island
femy at 4om on the Fiday.

We arlved and me! Jim Auld and Noel
Fitzaatrick of the oier. Tery Tuikingfon,
Paul Lamb, Sean Woods, Malcolm
Edgor and o new memier Anthany
Robb hod faken ihe morming fery and
wiere hunfing when we aifived. We got
seffied info "Teach
BhiT, welcomad by
the owner Deirine
and ner ks,
anctl gof tegged ot

and headed fo the Aunfing ground
wiin o “céad mie fdite’, we were
greeted half way there by the King of
Tory, Patsy Dan Rogers in his red Opel
Corsa witn personalised reg plofe *KING
CF TORY' and a dent on every panel.
This really set tne tane for o good week-
end. A reol charocter,

H

Getling close 1o the graund, we coulc
s the rabbils unning around. I wos
vary windy on 1ne siand with no shelter,
Ruby, my Hormis hawk, was very un-
steady on the fit (e long drive and
very enopoy bost I unsetlled her |
hink]. We hooked up witn ey and e
crew, who were having @ oall geffing
some goad siips but cnly naving caught
a lew. Tere was some good sport
being had anyway. Bock o ths hastel
when it slarfed getting dark when a
Kind Goupie saic | could have fhe use of
Iheir Kactor shed for fne weekend to
nouss Ruby. | gat her seffied in for tne
Al We oll hod dinner in the Caté, got
changed ond heoded for the sociol
elub for a effink. We arivecd thers at 8.30
to find if closed. Saan wes sent 1o the
Kings house to find out if it was going ta
open. Then Terry foung ne Banmeid
Siobhan en her way to open up. ‘Peo-
ple don’t come oul here for a diirk (il

think thi |
T fea e ime, we £

11.300m

she said. |1 should nove
kncwn, with my father being @ Denegel
man. wWilh plenty of dink lken and a
Iot of gomes af gool, backto bed
1000k forward o tomomaw's nunting.

wnen Salurday moming come, we
were greefed witn the news a gaie wos
neading ur wa one would e bed for
a doy o fwo. Nl ‘o ine sofo colion
and lefl on the moming ferry as he
could nol gel stuck on the Bland. We ol
fook the oiner opfion of staying on and
hunling away. By Saturday night. fhe
weather wos gelling worse when we
were informed there would not be a
farry on Sunday ond it would ba Mon:
dlary biefore we were gaing ‘o get off

Tie social club was getting very fomilar
at this stege and e noo! plovers get-
fing belter by the day [no names, you
knows wna you are). Monday carme with
no boat. Everyone was laking he news
well, barme - | was getting waried that
iy smoke o drink money was low at
1nig stage when Bren said there was a

i joined ferry as he was telling a joke fo the
priest, who said: '

ican't use fl
in my sermon!

post offics hers. We could ciganise
some cos. winen we lound fhe post o.
fice. it was in @ locy's front room, We
went In and Bren aseed fhis very smal
old Iody oboul faking money out
‘Nooog’ she scid. “We don't have o
compuler nere,' Well it brougnl my sgir-
ts back no end with Bren's facial ex
pression. Monday evening | decided no
ot Cofé for me. | fook ousr the
cosker 1o make @ large pot of rabbit
few (more like @ Dubin Coddls). 1t
went down wal with svargbody, plenty
of compliments and seconds had all
rouns. Yaung Bren and Antnony were
very sceplical at frst [you know e
chicken nuggets and chips fype} but |
told them the some os | do my kids —
don'l discount fil you taste. Well. their
mothers wouki hove been proud of me;
ne twa boys got stuck in ond iked it

tonday night, Palsy Den caled in fo
see how we were doing. The craic
started when Paisy began feling jokes
tvery long jokes]. Tnen our very own
corvic Temy Tukinglon storted and
wiped ine floorwith the King. Then Mal
colm informed the King that he could
armploy Teny as nis cout Jester, which
got a big laugh from everyone.

Tuesday came and wen! with na lemy.

ol the sosmiy, natianal elections are just around
Uhe-saencr, Are you aware that fws of the poli-
cal purtics, Sinn Fein and the Green Purty, bave
s of thedr poficy s
o ban blood sports in Irelaod? 1f cendidates
cume knocking un youe dovr, niake sere yor
voige your sancemns end express fhe fact that
faloomy s the “greenest’ of l the huniing
activitics, wilh 15 most common forms basesd o
“pest’ speeies such us crov end rabbit

Insupparting the Faleanry Festival. | am ocutely
ivare therefore of s rele in the protestion uf
Faleonrs and the imporianee of the THE giving
| support. | would ftke o hamk (he Lnitsd
tes for generousty wmd Kindly
arquce for the cvent, We.

a3 i commitics, hayve bren w
o tan inte potcntial saonsarship fom  varicty
of budies ind have mimaged Lo sceure sume
Fids from Tousksin l1ctand {UK ), which svery
‘muich welesmed, W swiit srord form u fumber

i hird e

of ather hodies. The event seeks to showease the
richness of the tradition and heritage of falconry
e i et 45 conntries worldwide, sl
in doing so individual countries are expected to
showeare (he et of their culture, fond, drisk.
danse und music. e have secured a traditional
Trish nusic groug to corve over and attend (e
event with us. There will be s reasonably good
represniation of THC members expecied o ihe
cvent, und we look forward to sceing more of
o ever there

Tn canchusion, 1 hepe that thisugh iny dicction
ek support o the commities, we wil be able
o establish a strong clab that you a5 menbers
e pronad e willing s support

Harry Potter
Falconer Jailed for
Neglecting Birds

A 'FALCONER’ whose owls were used in
Harry Patter fin was falled far 12 weeks
after sdmitting keeping birds of prey in
Ry, squali, dirty’ conditions.

Kenneth Lea, 50, of Rradford, West Yorkshire,
in England plended guilty ta 17 charges of
meglect inwolving 31 birds anid 11 chickens:

He way sentenced at Wakelield Muisira
Court afier the RSPCA found orls, faleo
hawks, buzzards and chickens,

end any braak in the wecther saw us
rnning fo the hunfing ground, We were
hoving gifficully bolfing encugh ralobis
50 neary oll Guamy Taken tral day was
sling the hawe on the wing ond
cotehing what wos out in the open,
with some good chasss had.

001 back fa the cooker with & fewrab
sits and starfed o new slew [coddle),
iefore file Anthony inforred me he:
didn't feel well. "Oh no." | thought.
“Hopse | dicn't paison him.' With nobady
a5 sick ond Paul Lambe looking after
hirm likes & goad granddlad and cisen
ing the sick, | come fo ine conclusion he
was nomesick! Needlass 1o say. he was
't heming rabist thar night,

While the slew wos cooking, o few Top
ics wete brought Up, one being the use
ol perchss in fravaling boxes. Tery
reckons our birds hravel betrer without
them. believing thers s less movement.
Everybody sse thought athenwise. I
you heve on odinion on fnis e, we
would fove 10 hear aboul i Maybe pen
something for Hilery
I6 oubish in the
newsletter.

at one

witn  everybody
going to bed, myselt Paul Lamb ond
Bren Higgins heaged 1o tne local for
whart wos nopefully the last fime a5 o
break in fhe weother wos expected on
Wednesday.

& wers cleaning cnd packing
va on Wednesday maring
wien | called 1 find out was

e Ty on its Wi, Hie feft Bunbeq ot
%300 {was lold. Hapey Days, We gol
evaryining to the pier and wesched for
the boor. There if was. bebling and
dipping fike a foy in the both. This wes
going fe bo an unpleasent ip for seme
by tne locks on neir faces!

Terry was further up the pier falking fo
the local priest who came down fo biess
the boai; e faces wers geffing worse
‘whan they heard this! |joined Tery ashe
wos teling o joke fo the priest, who scio
* ol use thal ans in my sermon. |
conimaging which jake it was

5o, a great fme had by all. with some
o hunts had alang the way. Nexd
time 1 wil heve plenty of cosh with me
a3 there's only one place fo use plastic.
the helel. whieh closes off season
Thanks fo of for a great fime ond bl
lian! company. Ses you there next yeo:

5




frer faa fraing and one bus, we
Iy ari in Opoéno. |
draveled win my fiend Kevin

Malion. and wos o meet Temry Turking
fon nd Ancly Lees whan we ot inere.
When we omivec), we met the English
eanesponctent far the Ceeen laiconry
ciub, Hannah Melcer, wha registered
us and gove us a lof of info and help
forthe meer

Due 1o the fact we anived lale after-
con. we missed the siad of the
boliogn tials, As we headed lo our
room o put away our belongings, we
kindly gat offered o ift fo the ok by a
kind Engfshman cofed Sleve. Uniortu-
netsiy, ailer spending an hour frying fa
fingt the fieid, we arrived ax the fasl
Falcon was coming down. $o I wes
backinthe corand bock 1o fown

Bock in fown, wa fack o ffle walk
about fo see all there was, We visited
he pork. were we saw passibly more
han 301 birls perched out in fhe fown
All inds were there. from the finy Spor-
rawhawk i Ihe massive Golden Eagle
After that, we experienced tne fine
cutine o besr of i Crech Repuo-

in o lovely fitie spol colled
Resmumm U Sturice, Temy and Andy
anel his father Lesiey then met up with
s ond we discussed what our plans
were for fne meet, After hearing 5o
much about the avent for he past few
yeors and after speaking o some of
the guys there, | f=it fike o kid on the
night efore Christmas!

opening ceremeny. What a sight
to benaid: dozens of falconers
from il aver Europe lined vp fa Be
areeted by fhe sound of homs. A faw
huricied gethared for the ceremany,
even the local school Kids got ot to

Thwsdny came, and with it. the

Fieldmeet Report
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Terry, Andy end Lesley decided 1o o
with one of the talcen grouas, whie
Kevin and myssll went wilh the mixed
aroup o fhe conch, I wos quite
strange sitting on @ coach beside an
saglel Alter Ihe 45-minule iourney we
amved of the fiel,

Our greup conskter oif (gur Goshawks,
@ Horis and six Eagies, Wa entered the
fieled anel ou firs! 3 wos on @ roe cleer,
1t wos @ lovely long sip, bul the Eogle
pealed off al lhe lost moment. | loter
discovered 1his wos 10 oe fhe nerm
wilh the Eagles and deer. The next few
slips were on hare with balh Goshowks
ond Eogles. These resulfed in some
emazing flights. with he hares using
svery factic fney had to ovaid the
birds, At one slage; ane hare mus!
hrave jumpet four o five fest fo aveld
an Eagiet

Sa0n, the gomekeater wos on the
wolky 1aiky, ang within 0 1me o car
amived in fhe fleld blasting Horm soungs
fram the radio and o boat ful of beer
Alter o diink, we gol on ihe coach
again and travelied fo anather spot. A
before, we hod some excallent ights
at hare. We wenf an fo catch anofher
few and fhen he gamekeapar biew
ine e fo call on end fo the doy's
hunting, We fren fook a shod walk fa @
lovely fille log cabin were we sgent
the rest of he aftemaen having o lew
drines and some Tasty mixed game
goulash

[wro wa mat on ha firs| day). and

myself wen fo ses the Falcons lly,
while Terry, Andy and Lesley went with
ore of fhe Eagle groups. The moming
was g bit of o disaster with nal one
single poinl. Buf in The affemaon we
iined with the oiher Falcon group.

Tna following day, Kewin, Steve

Sedn Woaods, Anfrim

slarled o get p after point, These
resulted with ut geting 16 20e tome
spectaculor fights. Ore faleen in
parficular, a7/8 Gy 1/8 Saker Wt a
cock bird with swch forge an The sloag.
it appecred os i hod been shot, We

ol wars we

meved again fa onother
saw omother couple of fignts, Dus o
1he omount of hares on the Sround,
wo had a lof of wasted mounts. It
reqlly wos nica o see the whale
a1 up, dog on point, falcen meunts,
and then the falconer getfing
the dag fe break just al the right
moment

Considering tne dow morming we had,
we actualy snded up with a very
respectable 16 pheasants for Ihe day.
laler. al the end of doy closing
ceremany we saw ihal ther had besn
twa desr caught also that day. Temy
and Andy were lucky enough fa wi-
sy one being cougl

aturday came. and uferunotely

marning
csremony, Iheir was @ smol disploy put
tagether far the crowd, and afler fhis
we want lo gather with aur hunting
porfies, Tery, Kevin, Steve, Andy ond
Lestay wan! with 1ha Falcons and | got
affered o it by o Dufch guy called
Hary fo see e Gashowk - group
Samething 1 was rcly looking larward
to seei fier Ihe disoppainting ges
fiights in the mixed greup an Ihe fiist
day. Off we wenit In the car, and un-
forfunately we felowed Ihe wiong cor
and fell in with on Eagle proup!

o

It fook o good haur i get to the
hunfing groundss. Harry. our diiver, 105t
an am when he was younger, and he
il chives o manual cor, Af one stage
he was chaliing en 1he phone. snd iry-

 Afler ihe ceremony everybady
Ieft o gather wiin Ther funing aroups.  Once
8
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'"MOTHER GOOSE
CALLING...'

Rasslea, Co Fermanagh
Paul Larmor, Antrim

e 2008 Rossiea meet was held on Safurday 27th

TSEpQEmbar Thirty rebiits were fushed irom currews,
wilth hwo ferats warking overtime,

Four were caught on the fist day, an producing snort

sprints which made lar a good day's sport. Thick grouna

cover, combined with @ cauple of uverile hawks made

far short Gotive pursuits.

Greg Maton's |4 week old. Goshowk was well behaved.
and Inis meel was a good epporuniy o secimaise i fo
e hunling environment,

wiliam Dempsey's Hars Hawk caught the fist robbit,
followed by Jim Auld's bird,

Fisid moster Tamy Turkingtan mancged tha fiskd well We
3pllup inlo fw groups alter unch 1o cover mare graund.
Teny taok tree rabbis tre (Clowing day. Special Thanks fa
Jim Neison and his wite for the use of their kand andg thelr

ad with fhe Giher Goup, we

ing o cirive with his knees. As you can
guess, Il fell alal lenger than an hour,

Fospilality,

Many interesling taples cropped U over o pack of
Jammy Bodgers ond a flask of ne! fea duiing lunchiime
on Saturgay. The main discossion held in 8ily Nekon s yard
cenlred round telemeiny and s uss in fnding fost birds,
Issuss such a: frequencies, range of pick up. betery
shenglhs, composs beanngs. signal deviance ond lenath
of aeios were clo roisec.

One of Ihe concerns brougnt up was the change in
uencies which wil coma Inte effect next year, This
Luu\ed some amusement.

Tne redundant signal Is going to e sherly camman-
deered by @ mobie nefwork, Hence a discussion svolvad
it same ight heared aetale on whether yout recelver
wauld pick up your doughter's mobile converation, or of
a fiick of o switeh, all house and car slarms would be
activeted smollaneously within a frres-mile radius
Alternalive uses for adaplion included an improvised
metal detector of o Geiger counter in the evenl of ine
unthinkabie.

Anct the good news is tnat despite two full days hunting
no lelemelry was needed. hence your doughter's
infimate dislogue wilh her bayltiend & safe. No alams
wers acfivated and that funny looking cloud in the
distance, lums oul nol |e te mushroom-shaped affer all.

Hunter v Mother Nature

Terry Turkington, Co Antrim

 the 0, when we had hol summess and frosty winfers

my problem wes hord ground. | was hurting herchers at

rabbil, hare and fox. The dogs thal we were ganerlly
Irying seamed fo pick Up injuries mairly 0 their fee! o
found | hed lang brecks fa let fhe dog recover during the
ing seasan and fhe rocing season, and al tne game
10i7 i SUMMEL, TN wess 1o answer fo rry prabisrn, Or was
theret

After o ot of heartache, | had a brainwave and found the
irish Horwking Clu. Henvks hunl rabbit ond hare like dogs
bul tney also hunt birds such o phecsent, duek. erow ele
501 hod o wider range ol prey. Bul the main thing waos the
weather factorn The hard ground wasnT o problem any
mare os fhe hawks weren't runring on if - Ihey where fiying
orin o free. | didn't have fo give up my nighl-fime obbit
hunfing as ne Haris hawk s well suiled fo lamping - iney
dor'l cafch @s much os o good lrcher bul he
ochigvement [aclar is betier,

The same appiles 16 feriafing - you don't caten as much o
© 5000 dog, As You have 1o reward the bird lar each ki,
she s nomaly 1l ofter half o oozen or 5. But | am well
Distsen by then. A 0og couls double or lreble thot and be
grant sport but the achisvement foctar is beter with e
i)

The ofher sdvantage of haweng s permission, Some
farmes say “nc’ fo degs and 'no’ le guns, The haw s ok. I

wont effect sheef of cows, aitfiouan fres range chickens
canbe 0 problem ans ore best aveided (sven i o fuersoms
it out|. Ancther option wauid be he sholgun - you cen
shool greund game and bitds [nof il birds a3 most have o
season). f yau ore any goad, you con gt lare bogs which
ore hard o camy. Rabbits ore sasy sport and it's sifectve
pest confrol with o gun, but hare, goe forbid, ore s lorge
and only canter awoy wilhout o dog chosing. They should
be left alone. | can't see ony sport n kiing heres with a gun.
I dont't fy-at fhem wilh my howks, although | liks o see o
good course with @ single dog with fhe hare wsually
escaping. That s sport, The difference between gun and
hanwk is | bolfed ten rabbifs and missed nine of tharm wi
thie gun. it wos & bed day lor me. IF | do the same with my
henak, 1 ead ten qooc lights and a kil - thar's ol s bad as
| e the pleasure of warching fhe fights,

we? We ore now wall past ihe ot and =y 905, 1's now
the wet and windy 00s) The wind <an work both ways
~ it can help birds gain height. but far rabbil howking the
wing prevents rabiits bolfing and makes it a lot horder for
fhe bird to cotch tha ores hat de. The ain siows or even
stops the bid lying i she gels a heavy soaking. Sa dowe go
bock to the dogs who lke Iha wind lor slalking their prey
are e rain for sofrening the ground. or da we wail for mon
1o create a universal creature that can handie mother na-
fures's ways of proteciing her creafures? She is @ more (nan
wothy caversary, and long may she pravide us with food
ana span. Remember. conservalion kewenlialin al hunting
sports, | Think |wil sfick with falcanry - i's more spart with less

Sn we have soriéd ouf the hunting problem, Or hove

andis o sure way 0 woke you ugin the
marning offer @ long night on the
Ciach beer, He was Ieling me al
about the Goshawk he flies pack
home, ang how he has frained it da
deal with his problem, Alo in the car
witn Us v DEvid Jones, o very fiendly
chag who some of you may remem
oer fram o taik he did al the club's
AGM 0 few years ago,

Betors we it the fisldl sveryons nod
soma luneh ond then all we weanf. Our
group consisied of five Goloen Eagles
gie. We formed o
beating fine ond off we went, We gal
10 59e a lore few hare fights. The
Bof\ﬂll\‘sph' ina bellont fight at o hore

4 lot fasier ond agis
than any Eag\ | had seen fly hat
wegk, Unfortunatsty, due fo it catch
Ing, we 't get fosee any mare shas
with that bird,

Latar n in Ihe cllermaon we puf up @
deer. Nobody enew who's sip I was,
s mistakenly two golden eagies were
sipped at the same fms. The deer
mage its way skghty uphil tnen lumed
and started to opproach some cover
toilslelt. Gne of ihe Eagies il i just be-
fore if got in, The einer Eagle came in
cko. bul thankiuly jumped off

again. An sogle fokng o desr -
that's not something  vou  sea
everyeiay,

At s stoge, it was £l scily 1 the
aftemocn, so we it he econsr and
Eagle with their prize and confinued
o The harss we were pUtling up were
all flushed uphi, fhe Eogles having to
wark resy nart 1o gat onto them. With
it being 5o eerly in Ihe season, mes! of
Ihe Eagles were stil very unfif, vhich
resuifed in only @ lew calches Ihat
afterngan, We ende & doy an four
here and o deer

Altne arcnrmedm‘;mnﬁng we ot
tended the ng
Opocna 2008, pdy fitmiclt e
wash and a bite 10 s befors the hurt
il which heppans al the las! night of
soch evant. The ball was held of hotel
Helub, not for fram the fown square
andl within walking distance of the cas
fla. The organisers hod 5ol G show
band in for he night. but the real en-
tertqinment for the right was watching
these guys danca! Al one sloge, an
English Quy csked If one of e quys

ncing had one of thoss elschic dog
collars on, e wey he was jumping
around, 1t was @ fang rignt, and o lot
of us dliein' et to bed unfl abeul 7am

0
H]
B
El
=8

o surpise, we missed fhe 8
N o'clock fain the lellowing

moming and hed o moke a
s fa catoh the only ofhe lioin af 10
Thankfuly, Andy was able o give usa
it 1o fhe station cng we made it on

lime. Poor Kevin wasn't looking 1he
best, spending the whose 1o home, be
i trcin, bus of plans, wilh a plastic bag

an b knee. We were later 1o ofscover
i wase'l just @ bag hargaver, bul
aicohol paisening. Luckiy it hoppened
on the last right and nal the first!
Thankfully, he's well recoversd naw.

I was an amazing frin. | gal 1o ses
styles of howking, and types of birds
I've never seen bafore. The load was
lavely, The cink wos lovely cnd. most
imperiantly, ine Czech peopls wers
bsolutely lovely. | was s6d 10 e
the pioce, but I sure we'll be back 16
sma aned do |t ol exgain next year

wwwrsakoinic i pel

Fun With A Fat Finnish Female

James Knight, Co Mayo

ow do | summarkse my sl seo-
H son with an fmarint female
rrish Goshowk? How da |
conwey fhe smallest acily pleasures of
ner tameness, the exhilaration of
walehing her Ihermal during shor
perios of hock, the safistaction of her
successes in Ihe field. the frustration of
fracking ner anly fo walch hec move
on ot my @parnach? | have no iden.
There is loo much 1o say, so much de-
tail, too many lessons iearnt, sa many
old assumpticns left difting in the wind
like: feciiners plucked from her prey. Al
| con dos fry and give yeu o fasle, o
smal belehing.

Fiest off. thete wes nothing conven:
fional about any of i, | Imprinted her
wiln ine same basic ideal inat | op-
plied to my now six-year-old male. She
was hond fed fom the time | collecied
her at opproximatisy 12 days old. No
24 b food avalabilly, ne lure, n fok
ing her ta her food - nething clever
whotsosver, Just hana-fed, face fo:
face, beak I noe. How was | going fo
avoid ol the noise, aggresson and
bad Iraits of his ype of imprnté Sim-
ple.  woukn't oring her welgmaown
| was gaing fo keep her fal. And
just faf, we are foking butierbell rm
heg fat, compuler gome piaying, con
venience foos puzing leenager fal
wWell at Ihe starl anywoy. The whole
process was Tuid, we chonged i as we
weni along ond what a joumey. Here
ore half o dozen memoriss and now |
will stick o hadilion and just wile
about e good bits!

Before hunfing proper sne loved fo
play. | could go infe her chamber, offer
wp My glove onto which sng would
sicuwly ancl Senerately step, Tnen witn
my right rendd | would thiow a tenns
D3l 6 bounce off the flocr about sx
fost away, She would oash ofl the

giove and catcn I on Ine fise, Oniee
she landed, rer two favourite games
were foleap up with it o foot or twa ofl
ihe pround while spinning nearly 30
degress ar pick it up with her baak,
1o i up and calch | againin hes fee,
Iwouid fhen go and fake it off her, she
always relansed I gently, never ance
foofing, even when | had 1o prise et
talons from the yvellow fiuff, Taking o
couple of steps back and putling my
alove up nigh. she wauid jume to the
alave and instantly | would lhraw fer
ball agan. She immediately grasped
fhe uies - the glove means boll. O
one oecasion, she did this 12 times ina
row bfors losing inferest. With ol nar
Jurmping, foating and spinning witn
the finor, | would leave her in her
chamber with ner enest heaving ane
she hadn't had a bite fo sal,

K

1is her very fist fime in o field and |

am just amored, She is baling of

robbits thal Gre way info the dis
lance. Why? She has had her normal
merming feed: sne has never sen o
robkil Gr wvan a robbit lure, T git is
locled with hunting instnc. Hotl on
hour loter, after a coupie of chases
I'm walking 1o the shade under o
bisauliful ash free, Asi siep info on fo-
iated pofch of neffles arabbit bolls cul
anly feet away, | see it ol in siow me-
fion. she puts ane faot on ifs bock, ra-
olises it's not stopping and puts the
ather en its necd. | can't believe il.
Things like Ihis just don't heppen. Her
very fist fime Quf, no weight reduction
whalsoeve: - breakiast as nermal and
‘e have o rabbit, 11'E @ huge moman!
=gl I'm the luckest falconer on the
aignet, Then, it strikes me - it's not o
fuge mament for the Gathawk, jusi
anther tennis ball. She has stepped
off herrobtyt and i lsoking around. I'm
woried she is going fe Ty off 5o |y erel
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ot her infarest back o e robbit. s
aifficult, she is not hungey. Food i not o
reward when you are nol hungry. |
Giun'l have ine courage o take i off
and throw it about for o game fiks |
offen dic wiff he fenvis ball, but finally,
| gst hier fa eal. Woking back, feeding
oll a rabbit hind leg, she dales lo
chase onofher one. She wanfed to
leave ner food for another chase.

1's aarly Marming and | am diving 1o
wars, | have a rather flu
Geshowk o he glove showing iYie
interest in what's qround unfiweseea

1o areally easy ons and | can'f reskt It
50 0ut shie goes — 1 wosn't her decision]
She calehes 1L 11 o good momant
nat because of e fight - i's awhy| —
bul becouse sne's an impinl. She's
Kiled. not bagged game. but wid
Because i's now | wan! fo manags
her, gaod fighis ore not my ariory
now - her temperament and person
Glly for Ihe next 20 years ars. 3 o
Good moment toa becouse | can go
G 10 Watk without frying 10 rettisve ner
—that s o huge reliel. | jums over the
wall, opprosch her, dispateh the raok,
pick her up or her kil walk back with
her. get over ihe wal and pul he
ihe van, No aggression, no noise —a
swaslhear,

n

A hautlater and she has had ol that
fime an her kil fealhers ore every
whers, but she hos saten her il and
has umped wp anta her fraveling
crote Iooking out of the window, We
go through lown and she stars shomw-
ing real interest in raoks and jackdaws
along the rood, mare inferest han
befors her kil and meal, | hove fa stop
and bax her up, to step her 1
get out of fhe wingcw, but my mind s
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wenderng. . Feathers swil around fhe
var fke ane of those glass foys of
Chiisimas thot you shake fo make it
snow, | con't resist, 5o | slip her again
and to y armczement she satches
difficulf jackdaw, missing it beneath a
fence, but snogging if acress ibe read,
It sfill s close catch, but forsomeans
50 big It was imprassive, Same again, |
pick her up with her prize and put her
in 1he van, Twenly minutss iofer she
hors finished ohucking and jums off her
kil orit mer b - riot 4 single moutntul
eaten, the siin is complalely unteaken
1 put rer i the mevws until the end of
the doy and if's time 1o go home, On
the chive back she gets estiass n her
box and, yes you've guesed it - | get
et eui ond she calches o aok, but
ihis fime if's a gaod fight at o sinple
rank oul in a fisi

On the doy. she caught three wild
Corvicks. None of Ihe kils were taken orf
her, itaded off efe. She had fhem for
as long as she

'm hiding below o

léfoat bank al

the landfil site of
Newpaor, Co. Maye,
A londfil site set in
the eoiling hills, bogs
and frees of the
West of Ireland, scru-
tinsad by Croogh
Fatick's  erticel
glore  and
closed dawn
other side of it are
the oad boys of
waste disposal, o
flock of huge gulls,
They fiave faunted me for years, disre
3pecting the smaler foicons, wheeling
oh abave the site on fred wings for
hawrs. Their colls falling fror I
s from the seasicle, & congrant
rerinder of their preserce. | den'f ook
btk now. when | finkh my shift and
leave, for fhe planks of white Thot swing
dawn from fhe sky depress me. Lately,
even when 2bs of GyrfSoker has
seyinad hrougn fhe wind above therm
fhey hove remained siling, stubbom
and defiant. They never did fnal wilh
our female Paregiing. She owned e
sky from the swaying grass 1o the biue
ness of space. but she is gone. Taken ot
full speed by fvlon neliing, 1aut in an
saily moming gale, And they seem o
now

10

sky, lice

ol on sasy subject fo wiite
Tabea' and must nel ba oo

proachedt wih asswrance o cog
M, 02 @veryane wha studies art hos
his own idecs and methods and, quite
sl Ioflows and ures fem in order o
Qe the resulfs tnal aopedal fo

‘Enfiraly dilierant methods produce
g0 results, and wha sholl say this or
thot is the dght wey? inoivigueism [s
necessary in ol bianches of od - if only
o @0 away with manoteny. It 5 1o be
supposed that “Moder” arfst would
sy Inat poinling birds is ot orf at all.
only “canying frem natuie®. Bul Ihose
wha hava given thelr lives o nainting
picture of birdy wil say hat few things In
nature are more beautiful and full of
grace fhat bircs: thersfore, why nat
“Eopy” them? Especioly so when one
s The sense fo reoiie o very difficult
10 200y & iving bird... ‘The drowing
of birds in movement temands not anly.
e aibity to represent fore-shevlaing el
he boey. but alo of Hhe markings on
fhe plumege. In tuch cases a ceriain

o is obvicusly
necessany: n foct in painling piclures o
ot more imeressionism might be prac
tised. Bul thal i net fo say thal one
shoula dspense with scientific accu
racy.’... ‘Light and shada help to con.
ey an accurate Imeression of reallly.
Tao much Beckgmund is 1o be depre-
caten for sclentific wark. Realistic fore-
areund, [ he immediate vicirity of the
Bird. yes, but et it fode away inle o
wosh of suitobie fone ano colcur, Let
the oojects in ihe forsar
properrelaion fo the size of fhe bird: let
itbe remembered hat a biade of gross
may be o5 follos @ snipe: ond that one

2

Having sconned with binoeulars first, |
know that ust over the e
some gulls are stood on the gravel
while Gihers swins in the artificial loke of
raifoll n off. | judged if dght, they
are only yards from me — iferaily four or
five yards away, Thers & semsthing
about knowing you e close o
quary, recly close, o versian of ‘buek
fever'. My heart was going like @ bat-
ing Spamawhowc's wings and my
Moult ws diy., This wasn 't abeul shyish
flights, tong sigs, the cdmiration af he
field al speclalors, Bon'l confuse fhis
merment witn the fiveity and ol of a
fiskd meet, of putting on a oood show.
of the oreupmorship omongst
Torconers, It wes 5o MUSh mere: Il was
arofessionol revenge, poybock me
for five years of hutl, | nesded This, #
o sefesreem. Glancing at the
Goshawk mode the tension worse. She
s completaly ond ullery obiious
ot Hurty ond tame, enjoying the view.
| am flve yores from enermy Fenches

end | am abaul te gull he pin sul of o
cuddly toy, She s young and cute and
very fat. | pause in he vain hope
thal she wil show o modicum of yarak,
but mastly to cofen my breath and
sk for e hwa-font ol in the bork
that wii launch me cbeve fhe
ramparts.

@

Over we go. | feei her fense ot the im-
balance af my glove, For one drop of
fime fhere is ealm and inen the sy
ahead becomes stiates. ful of
hotizanial bors of while as the big guls
open theirwings and rise info tha wind.
I eost her all, | knew beforehand that |
would, There was na paint in walling
for har lo gecide, and any delay
wouid b cruc

Trers is ne hoarlslopping accslers-
tion e speed. She Ties from the glave
ond plucks one hom iha sky as siowly
and deliberarely aswe mign! sick ihe
best apple from o Iree. Then down she
4 as fhough she hos o
riilzer sack in sach foof. She
drops ino fhe waler. The gull vanishes
engalh the woter hat, as | soen dis
cover Ts just below my Welington soot
i, Sa slanding en her gul e
water is only half wory up ner legs, | slow
a5 | wade closer, nat wanling fo spook
her wiih the splashing. bt as | reach
benealh fhe watsr fo o fha gull
s releases it and fles off up o the
many high polss cround fhe ste. | am
disappeintes. | have biown il byt |
have fie dead quil far her 1o came
down o Forly-five minutes (Gter, | am
aven s hapay. Sha shews o inferes!
in her gull sven when | put i beheatn
he, pluck I, breok the skin and pesl it
back revealing the huge chunks of
ook red breast meot, | couldn't hawe
dons mors except
serve it on o sver
plarter with ropkins,
That is now folaly
Uninterssiec in foad
she & | gat her back
anly be Ta
maves 1o o reguior
fence post - | ted
appoaching  with
fhe gulin the glove,
Bul she looks unsure
50 | just affer vp o
bare glove and she
steps Uo. Back af the
wen, | pul the guilan
the gress anel sut
her on it and even-
fualy gstherte toke
cme,  wrie |
change ner,axes and enicy the mo
ment. Al lsf, | rod cavght ane of
Ihose bod beys, with o parel-iama
Goshawk withoul any weigh! coniral,

hei

ispal

he Goshawk sifs o1 fry glove - a

lumi. A perfacty Galm. serfecty

bolnced mp. She ls the lames!
hawk ['ve known; well, a5 fome as the
ramest Homs's 've fiown, | mewe my
fingiers aver her thick foes and taions,
ihey are nof as sharp s | wauld liks
from ail the playing with the fennis bok
in her mews. | smooih and gently g
e foil. Why | dlan't know - why net?
My Indes finger disappears info the
Teatners of her empry crop. Then |
scrolch her head. Finally, | dewve

SOME OBSERVATIONS OF
PAINTING BIRDS

Exfracls from George Lodge's autobiography

Memaoirs Gf An Artist Nafuralist

GEORGE EDWARD LODGE

Parriger winie prmags] g Fom Gry Falsan, Pariog by G £

frand of bracken may be larger than o
oheasont, .., *When you consider the
matler Il is surery prepostemus 1o paint
a ringed plover on fhe sand with its
heau lowaiing abaut fhe horzon ine,
wheninlooking ot the subject n life ane
sees anly fhe few inches of sano ond
pebbles immediately round Ihe birg
and the horizen ine a leng way chout
the bird's head. i tact, the horiron ine,
“whenin iooking of fhe subiectn ff ane
sees only Ihe few inchas of sand aro
pebbies immediotely found the bird
net he horleon Ine @ lang woy biove
the bird’s head. In fact, the horizon wil

be on the level of Ine observer's eves:
ona levei with the brd isef the
sosclalor would have 1 lie down and
have i eves only afew inches from Ihe
ground instecd ol of a height of five ar
sikfoet!

| suppose all londseope and animal
Painters make innumerdalle sketches ci-
rec! rorn nalure in order o havs meve-

TRUST

Brian Bird

Lecige

dialfor the surroundings and foundalions
of fne picturss they paint. Wren | wos
veung eno siong | used o do @ good
deal of work in ols, ond | nove many
siefches Hone in varous parts of fhe
wartd from the Tropics 1o Ihe Acic re-
gions. | never hestated o foke out
ol cunvas and poinfing gear in mi
winter, | would work ol Gay wilh snow
deep on fhe grouns, o skafe out onfo
e [ce ana paint Gway unll | was foo
coid 1o work, ond 5o had o ston eno
feske o eruise oround on my kales unfl
circuintion wes good enoudh 1o allow
me o confinue wark

One of the dificullies of drowing b s
coping safitactorly wit foreshartenes
postures. The movements of bics, ko,
are s vely hat it takes a very quick eve
10 see and know what one is lnoking al,
ard whal a bird is rsally doing, The orlly
veay is o make skelches os opidly as
possitle and atterwards make the best
e e of o150 ek, S 25

offen ba recfiied of
ing e
But riever (21 it be said by fhe bird arfst
fhat sueh a thing must be right beeause
it wess cone fiom fife: | knew e folloey
of this ol fos wel'

in peinfing piclures ol birds. photo-
@nhs shovlc be used with fhe greciest
caulion. | am Ihinking parficukdy of
i fling. Pessancily, | never use pha
togranhy as o help! | much preferto do
5 much as | con with my own eyes, |
have never baken & photogrash in my
e and, of course, would naver draar
of using anybedy ele's onatoarach,
However eeneous onk's elfor may be,
Sven some nerurl ol far e job,

benealn het breast teathers
As | push, she ieans farward as

Ihe keel and fhie bulging cnest mus
cies, Itis how I'vs oiways dheamed of
fiying & hawk - high condition. It gives

i Pl | get more when she
my glove and s pounding off
\ma the distance, Then | see the hore
way aciass the field, jogging through
e msnes, she calches up with and
lakes o hall-hearted swipe af it belore
it escopes fhraugh the wal. fm notsur
prised she cikin't catchil = 'm sumrised
she chased at all. In that ane field |
flush e harss. She choses svery one,
e matler how far they fiush. She was
never badten for spead. The lail one
she tonged, making it recr up before
he Guickly emambered she wasn't
nary after cil

inter of Kilel Bay ond the
fide s ut. | have just drivan
past @ view cver the flat soit

marsh grass and seen a small llock of
geese. The oad ducks back inone
bshind o farm and o ciusier of fields
beiore i meols the soa ooain. | know
fhers is a piacs to pull off ond park.
The dacision must be made
bisfore fnen, | park. I's windy, not o
gale, bul encugh ta throw Ihe curlaws
about, Enough fo roar n the ears ond
flafter 1he coarse manh grasses.
Encugh fo unbalarnce fhe Goshowk
shifting her fealhers and shaking her |ail
bet,

surely Detler o rely on one's Gwn cane:
ful atkervations. The diferance be-
fween a phalographic racers and on
axac] (marsssion of ropid movement is
araneous, Ropic oolions af
beasls sholls be rendered os frey oo
pearto e frained sy,

s e nle sfuffed maunted biras shoul

never be Lse s medet Uniass, dsed,
one knaws 50 much abeut the subject
that the imperte: s of the stuffing
cen b rctified in the drowing. Neme
ter howwe! 5 bird moy be sfufiea —ona
hete ore few such - | wil akways lack
the groce of fhe fiving ko, But stuffeo
specimens may come in usefyl get
fing correct ideas of Ight and “adie
and refiected lights, They may 50 nsip
in gelling a poser drawing of (oe-
shortening... Afthough drawing fram
stuffes birds s 1o be deprecaled, il is s
sential o hove a good many sking of
varnous species, as 1 is quite imoossile:
1o gel sceniiicolly corsc! diawings of
fhe infficate rarkngs of almngs with
Gut skins for conslant relererce. It i -
possible 10 50 sUCh drawings o i
1% Birck must B honcled.”

The best megium for painting bires for
scienfiic book purPoses & undoubiadry
watercoiours, but it s quite imoossble fo
get the inticale paltem of many
plumages without having recourse fo
ihe use of bary colaur, As 1 hove sald, |
Ghvas use femosro myssitfor ook i-
st

Tempara is Gn coﬁque medium, lke
i, ong connct be sed
poran! wosnes ke e oty b
tobe used with the halp of while and os
@ wle s fo be workes with @ very dry
brush. The eetails of o birg's plumage
cn e gol |ust as well in tempera as in
wrter colour; the effect i cimost fhat of
on o painling. Tempers has the mail of
drying very permaranlly so fhot one
can pand in defals over an cheady
puinted around work wiliout distroing
Iive undler-cofaur. To such an extent cen
tris be done fhat | have sainted an en-
ety differen! sutlect aer G piciurs ok
rady doce.

on trans-

“Tere are @ lot of men wha nave shol
al Their lves ore are yef quite inca
pikie of intefigertly erficising o picture
of game bircs - or ol any efher birc or
remork | ever hear in
this malter was thot of
ashooting man who soid hs hac picked
Up hundieds of shof porticiges bul had

We are woking back 1o the geese, not
down Ina r00d, but ound Ine fead-
Iencl o fieids, Cutieis B waisers
1 fleld beside us ana peel away on
e wing. I'm pertumad that she stows
fitle inferest. |'m back in the famiior
20ne, exciiement and apprehenson
know that he next comner should be
out last e where the geose are, bul
the estucry s now aled o danger
olarm calls gilling in the wind, Fernaps
fhay hove gone. They hoven'l. they
are aisrt and nervous so | keep fight un
to the hegge naver walkingstralght 1o
wards them, going slowly somefimes
slopping watching the Gos becormea
mere and more inlerosted. | redlise she
is going fo 9o soon and quicken my
pace hying fo get as Close Gf we Can.
They are st cut 60470 yards when she
goes, Straight downwind al 12 o"clock.
The geese ore of two o'clack. She
cormies o until she i beside them ond
then rghthonded sweeping
across the wina, The gesse ore up, fiy-
ing low to g8l to tha waler, but sha
sweeps up behing the last one and
arabs it I'm sprinting across the mud
fiats neving fo jump fhe myico of
muddy channels that ware invisible
fram the sharsline. They are gaffing
widder anel wider ondl i crasses my rind
1 nol going lo moka il but | just
cleor the final ane wih o spiesh to
come up e her on her goose, There
was no need fa rush Bialed, | pick hsr
Up G her geose and welk sralght

ock o the hedge, avoiding the
rivulels. Tucked in Ihe hedge, in some
long gross out of the wind, | put her

turns

the geese
are up,
flying low to
get to the
water,
but she
sweeps
Up behind
the last one
and

grabs it

never et seen the flank feathers com-
3R e e winds, 15 pity he hod
net the inclinalion, which Gvery spors
man should have, 1o observe ond find
slocsure in wolching closely in file Ihe
sircls and beasts of fhe crase.’

GEORGE EDWARD LODGE TRUST

Whaot @ lessan to all of us, what a fife fa
fave fed 1o have made o fiving oul of
ihe thing you fked bestin the worl

of known Ihat your work send
wha see Il back delightedy in fhought
to'the salmon river, the faresl, Ine crags
and ihe his, and the deerond the birds
ey have weiched there

rom L. Stanfore’s oty of George
Lodge in The Fieldl, Z51h Fabruary, 1954

wailid like 1o start by scknowled
Mr dohn Savory's beok, on George Ed
ward Ledide, fiied George (odgs Aris
Naturalt, pubfshed by Creom Helm
Lies, This book hos helped im-
mensely In my ressarch wolk.

Bannerman and Lodge 1944 - 1985

Tha frsl G Ladge Trust wos set up in
1944 in orcler fo furd e publications of
the twelve volurmes of The Birds of the
h isies, witten by David Barnerran
and George Lodge cid the ilustrotio
e Bicis of the Brifish Ises was o pro
gious uncerfaking af 1he me, and was
wudlished by Oliver orid Boyd hem 1953
to 1943. Ladge himself donoted £5.000
Gt g < fUngfs towards the Trust and
ihis el kcksiart fne project. He als
contributen 284 siginal peinfings fo-
weies the reproduction, Afier Loags's
deathin 1954. Ihe Trus! continued under
the wing of Dovid Bannsmen

The GE Lodge Trust FLnc income rais
oy e sl of the Biras OF the G lsies
grew and Inis olowed Ihe Trust 1o sup-
port other publications. Davic Banner
man died in 1979, ong his cous
General S Phillp Chiistison chaired
the Trust. Ofmer ‘rustees includes
Doneid wWalion, Archie Biysen end
Andrew Macmillan - In 1985 the
tustess dacided le wind up the
st

George Edward Lodge Trust 2007
n 2007 Brion Bd, Mizhas! Woat-
ford, June Woodfoid, Giver Swonn
ana Dick Treleaven, agresd ‘o
recreale a GE Leage Init, based
on similcr senfimens of the eriginal

down to pruck ond feed, Whe
ment.

There ore mozens more memenies; af
course Ihey ore nol all aeod, The only
really big dsappainiment was that
nolfway fhiough Ihe ssason har
incrediale tamaness, her obvious
igh! for allenion sowly diminisred
1 was 05 If she had grown up, was
progammad o become Independent
ard fo move on. | wasn'l neaded
aryrmore. It wos fough, but hier hunfing
becama more serous wilh some
appeis coniro! and we gt gimpses
af het real patanfial. Her spaed was
just, well, owesome.

Far those who wont o neat
conclusion, it could go ke his
first season, 56 head of gome
100k, pREasnt, ranoi, |ucmow dove,
gcose, curew, gull. Sh ana
o ageresive. But ot 5 HicUioys, 28
iticulous os whipping eut o picture of
ncrete  foundotions wnen  yaur
friencls osk 1 588 @ photo of your new
house. My sixyeorold male i sti
improving, This was just the beginring:
ihe really exciling thing i ther | don't
think | have seen 55& of what fhis hoewi
s capables ol ard | am alecdy
imaressect, Moybe next season, when
teenoge plumage ls beting us, with a
e it of weight contol? Who knows?
Who knows what she will be like? |
cedainly don't and | can't wait,

WANTED

Telemetry
Receiver and Transmi
ters on 173 MHz.

All makes and models
considered.

Contact
Bernard Byrne
059 6473046

Trust, The OD0ve named frustess f ey
foas have mised he requied capitn
tequred 1o become a charfaile frus
Athouzh e Trust e
cccompished the frustee’s oojeciives,
i e not appear fo embelish fre frger
picture sumounding George Looge. the
mman himsell. This fime aroun gives an
oppertunity fo pramaie, educate,
preserve archive malarial conneciad la
Hirm, Te many ardert admis, he can
b seen o3 0 nafional fiessure, Gnd we
teslbis recognilion & weil overdue com
parec fo afher widlife orfists of the doy
=50 s s Gn eanetunily 1o hel gt the
Tecard giraigh

T

g

a

I is hopea Ihet his e skits and wark wi
Beoeloussons b wari e oo
riirers of 1rose interasiad in fi confrisu
fion to e, notural history, telconry,
cithological and fosidermy work, The
new age of ine Infemet provides o
greater scope fo celebrate s fife
achigsvaments, ane 1o be obis 15 share
iris information on @ lorger scale for ol
fo enjoy. Anyane withing ta eontibuie
fo the Trust's cause by way of o dona-
fion, personal item or o phatogroph of
a painfing fnat could be placed on the
webste, The Trust would be most arale-
ful. and neads your suppcd fo succesd

Copyright Gezrge Edward Lodge Trush by,
gy ol Teyon Galory London,

o

Trust Voluntears

A5 the Frust grews and develoos o wil
1he et duties connectes fo the day-
fa-cay running - fhere cre possibiies in
the future that exta voluriary help
might be reauired.

wembership Recorder

« Resecich Recorders

* News Letler Editar

Il George Lodge has olaced o spell on
you, and leel tha! you coukd help in
anyway, oleaie cortoct Bron fird.
Briorbid02igel conm




qateway that Jomes ond | began

1o warry. Cur Satay was now in o
stote of uitsr dementia, leading us
along a nefwork of sesrringly identi
eal drt roads, Asl opened and closed
thuis finel axgricultura! gate, | wondered
oo mysell I this was what they magnt
by ‘despest, derkes! Afiico’

It was when wa came te a third

We had been driving for some ning
nesurs at this stage, My neck was tor
from exaning 1o identify roadside
raptors. and my pariner in crime was
serambling in the dashboard for a
sray 43d cigarefte, We had spent the
previous svening it Granamstown, in
the company of Alan Stepnenson,
one of the South Aliica's falcanry
siverbacks. A biologist, and one mar
raptor university, he had drected us
to a heavenly corner of the Eastem
Cope to wolch witd Lanner (alcans
imitate Angrew Elis pointings and

name of the Unusual camb

the papular sport of poragliding and
fhe froditione art of taicony. What
started o5 on expedment hos now de-

veloped info @ new soort and o com
merciol suscess whire everyone san
get to expenience parahowking far

themselves

ree @5 0 bird, Is an sxpression we
F offen use when longingly looking

ewarcl the sky. To b ol the woy
up there, high in the sky, ligh! as a
lasiher, ciicing with @ great view
ready to dive down 1o where ever you
may wish, clossly encapsulate our
ielecs abeut freedorn, The draam af all
cheams ~ 1o fiy

Hew mary hunters ond falconers nave
not. thraugh e ages. sieod craning
thelr necks fo belier ohserve the fasc
naling play of the birds of pray high up
n the sky? Everyone longing fo My
alongside the ruiers of the sky, match-
Ing heir anlul manceurres

The 37 yeor old Brifsh felconsr Scatt
Mason has rrode that aream come
fiue. He has successiuily frained oath
black kites cnd vullures to
and land on his glavea hand whils he
flies s parogiicer. Whal stered out
i kJot ol AT i VL
aped info the new sparl ol parahewk-
ng.

low him

Alated meeling

started fraveling around  the

S call Masen nod, sight years ogo
Wl when hisinterest far birds of

16

Out In Africa

Hilary White, Dublin

Photos kindly provided by Keiya Nakjima and

abserve oregrattaby dereficf, butim
pressivaly nuge, Crowned Eagle nest
The perfeci man to provids o bac
groun o hisiand of huge horizns
abundani geme and a foscinating
range of niche-filing birds of prey

finally, we dumpect into Me Black
Mountain Hofe! in the wee nours,
wishing o slow painful deain fa our
GPS 'navigator

sleame % Alica’, ginned
Dr Adkion Larmbserd fhis nexd
maorning. harding me o

bollle ol Edmund Ostlle's erganic
wing and @ ©ag of billana {shreds of

oddictive  diigs  meall.  Adian
seemes to be everpwhers and
nowhers throughout the  week

helming Ihe arengemeants of SAFA's
International fieldmeer, sa-ordlinating
the mavenents of foreign guests
ourselves and generally being an call

&

Nricco Masimo

arounc ihe clack. A Busman s ioliday
for a G ike himsell

speoking  of doctors  falzenry
practics in Sauh Africa & fn rude
health. Thanks ta the efforts of Adrion
and his cenlempararies, pariculary
the late gieat Ron Harfley, falcansrs

enter inta the spar fiough an
apprenticaship seheme which mo
foins erviable standaids, belor

going on ta rea: the benefits of both
wild take and widespread capfive
brasding, There’s also fhe smal
matter of fhe srvisnment

Whers we hawked over the caurse of
the week was, oport from the miles of
boroed wite, o paradie. The
highveldt grassiand wos wide spen
wilh few frees, duck ponds and a mal
ol shinnigh  golden  meadow.
Longwingers from the damper, more
enclosed  Western Cape  rubbed

A Friend In The Air

Words by Eva Nitschke, Denmark
Fhotos by Christing Hauschildi, Denmark

prey lead fim o Neoal as one of he
first stops an his liowets, The smoll Asion
counlry witn over 810 species of birds,
80 of them bids of prey. wos fike
heevan for o passional

in fhe ity of Pokharg down by Lake
Prewa, with o view 1o the Annapurna
mountairs. he' met Engishman and
peragier Adam Hil, who hod starfeo
the countries first paragliding cam-
pany, olfering courses in parogiding as
wel as tandem fights.

Adom covld teach me fo fy o
paraglider ond | could inhoduce nim
fa the arl of Fairing brds of prey, To
gether we wanted fo fiy with the birds
in arder o gamer Iheir abilifies to find
ihermats, somesining boin parogliders
and birds of prey have a need for,’ ex-
plgins Scalt Masan os he furms His eve
towards the cloudiess Nepali sky,
where o dozen paraglders. displaying
all the colaurs of the rainbew, glide
majesfically cut over lake Phewa to
prepere for a londing af Maya Devi

it is the piaee o hang oul as &
paraglider in Nepal, Faople from afl
around the world come for the exper-
nca of being at ane wih the sky in fre
company of e snow clad Himaiayan
cuntain fops and the view ouf over
Lake Phawa, THis s whers Seoll Mason
rves with his girfiiend Anite, Adam il
with s famity and o third pariner: Gro-
ham Sounders Griffiths.

5

2080 perociten o o of Moy
avery day, where Seoft Masen
runs the Himalayan Fupml Rascus
Centre, o smoll rescue centre for bids
of prey. Bids amive here eilher ba-
cowse fhey have fallen out of me nest
or been injurad. Wilh Scott Mason they
are being cored for ond looked after
s well as humanly posshie with fhe

vigw 1o ielease Ihem bock

The Birds come fo me

catt s @ falcaner with fim pringi-
S ples and o great respect for na

ure. ‘The irds came fa me. he
Qrins, while we are moking cur way
aver 1o Ihe aviaries. Aboul 10 birds o
year arive at e Himakayan Raptar
Rescus Canire, mos! of fhem for o brist
period only

‘People come wiln birgs hey hove
found. We Iook offer them and if they
racever luiy we ielease them back
into the wid, In some cases whers
they have been too imprinted, | wil
start fraining them for parahawking
expiains the ‘alconer, befors adding:
“In the wikd, fhey would not be abie la
swrvive, while here they are beng
ooked after and flown every day.'

He glances foncly at Kevin, the three
yeor old Egyatian Vullure. He hos o
great personaity and s
sveryane's lavourite. Ha lusingly
jumps up on s gloved fist, knowing
fhat he & o be weighed and tan i i
off to the hill to get some cir under his
wings

‘We gol hire when he was vary small,
o5 e had fallen out of the nest, We
had 'o keep Him os he became im-
printed on humans,’ explains Scofl
one of the very few faicaners in the
weoris 16 frain vultures, According o
i, vutures cre inleligant, sociol ond
curious, ond that Is o goad stering
point, It also the oy birc to make use
af lools. As on example he Egyptian
Vultures in Afriea use @ wnen
ihey want fo moke o whee iniorge os-
frich eggs.

heandls
on sus
ena one
dogs hod got
used 1o the drisr
scents.  thair
herwics  reaped
fhe obundanca
ol game.

excitedy
tand

Toke  Edmund
Oertie. The soid
winemaker iad his
GyriPerearine
ihrough & week
of darrng duck
stikes, providing
us with as meny
heady fights s
he did botties of
cobernet
gnen. The first
fime | saw this
trd fly, ne unex-
pectadly  fook
pitch on @ telegraph oole. ‘Some-
thing's up’, murmured Edmund. A
minyte later, two Secratary Biras ex-
Cused Ihamsefves fram a nearby fisld,
al which point the hybrid ook off,
mounted up and didn't mass around
in doing 50. He shimmered up and up,
through Ihe late sftermoen blue, and
come overecd, Bsfore he wos
exacily above s he order was givers
te fush, af which much roaing and
cursing ensued, One spectater cried
it's too eoryl' No
reglied the winemaker, The ducks
swepi off i pONG. Into the fisld be-

sauvi

it's perfect’

one spectator
i

t's

re prl'i%J ﬁﬁe&?&%ﬁﬁe E:

are confined fo display work in north-
e Europe, and thanks are due fo
7ayin Vermaak lor shawing us fhal,
armed wilh brans and @ wids tai,
they can be very deadly indeed,

Part of the infrigue of faleanry in Aflca
is the exolic species af hand te ufifse.
st people would consider night
hawiing wifh Atrica’s mas! feraclous
eagle off the back of o spesding van
© litte unwise, but professional ndke-
handier Bryan Varster s not ike you
 Crawned Eagle was
o monsirous wume of flamboyance,

ond me. Hismal

ing towrarcs avenina
fight orc. af which point the hybrid
plummeres down, learing thougn
the gome and bringing the fight
stroight tawards the spectators
sometning else.

And 50 it went tat longwing men like
Eeimune, Irever Oerel ond Alan Har-
vey prospersd ihat week, not only
with duck but with franc
idge tow. It was alic hugely satishing
e sme Ihe Larner loleon doing what it
wes put on gerth fo do - hunt, s un
fortunate these fins, destrous rapters

in ans par-

“Here [ con't have oig osich eggs but

gave Kewr o chicken egg. He hog
never hor an egg osfare. Fret e 1
ta open i with his claws, Then he too
the 2ag in his beck ana diopped
aaeinsl arock. He undsricok o whale
tmought process
cetion, Scolf gring whlle he sa
Chniet B e it i
0 strtch Fis wings

o perform that

Tome birdls o prey e always welghed
bafore they are flown. The eislionship
belween birg and Iolconer i mostly
anout ihie food, Trey can't b 1oo tea
up tisfore ey fiy

Under Kevin and Scal's wings

packed and foisied up on fhe raof
af ihe red Jeep. Enough tak, now
ihere wil be some action - o rather (ly
ing. The Hiought is naart- 5|Dprﬂr|g bm
al nane the less, We ciive
We are on our way fo Snrungkﬂ? e
saaragliders favouite foke off

-I—na irge poraglivers ore being

While Scolt
peragiider,

prepares he  large

Kevin sits on my glaved

e o . GNd IS Mmanners
were a lestamant 10 Nis handling sk
Tnis farm of hare-howking has ifs
chaofic moments. but seeing the bird
use ifs aocipiting sngle-mindednass
was sobenng, Unfortunctely, Brvan
was less successful in 1 atfempts fo
cure NAFA's Shown Hayes of his
pothelogical fear of snakes during his
afterdinner perform

Belle of the ball ler me nowever was
Tundea. | nad wonted fa ses a Slack
Spar ol fhe fist for marny yeors, Imag-
ine @ gent Europson spar with

hand leoking cuicusly draund hirm, He
a rare genfleman amengst birds of
prey, and takes i in thal he is
siting an the hasd of o virluol amer
I, Finally Kevin Is lef ofl. He flies out
past ihe il cicies bock ond s away.
In fne meantime the landem hamess

i stricles

aftached fo Scott's hamess and we
ore '8y, As ready o5 one can be of
ihe pro3pec of runming off il fin o

ima, Out Guer the @age, and ren we
are in fhe g It s an incresible feeing.
Light < a feciher, Scott steers lowords
thermals that can v us e it s sur-
prisingly sikenl, with the mest increcible
vigw, free as a bid. ons
stand aur longing. Scott blows his whis
e &5 a signol to Kevin. In My glevad
hand | heve a pece of raw meal and
| nold my hand out to the lsft. Not
many seconds pess belom na s hers.
He londs an my hard and ecgary eafs
ihe rew piecs of meat bafore he is off
agoin ond fies in front of Ihe
maraglider. We are saoring in silence.
Revin comes back repastedsy when
e s whistied for ond e knows fhal
there s o fre lace of meat in th
glove, .Sudde'\\y he is gone. He toes
nal recct ta the whiste, Scott is o bit

e can under-

@

proparions and
fong  birei-

lled
oo early!

Ioe kept n fact,

our Blask an tag,
with white: uncer
parfs, and
finished all with
eyes af cloretred
and tne brain of
Tuncra

a gos

despite being
dwarfed By the
Abican  Hawk

Foges. In the
field, she was a

guided  missle,
exloding from
the glove of her
owner Hank

Chalmers  and
mopRinG Up game in har wike.

I is interesting fimes for fhe AF
Thase present of fhis 3%h AGM
hiard haw fhe organisal
16 ba afficially racognised as an
Intematonal NGO, OF the 49 member
niions, 30 were represenied, ol giv-
ing presentafions i relation o e
arive to have falcanty recagrised by
UNESCO as an intongiole cullural her-
ftage. Al present, the UAE, Belgium
and frence have made submissions. I
ihey re suecesstul, tne implications for
ihe pratection of falconry wodwide
are araat. As well as Ihis, il has been
revealad thal China hias samewhers
in fhe ragion of 26 1o 40,000 falconers
and s the 1AF's hope fa ncarp
{hem and furihsr strengthen this st
important instituticn.

1 s cig-

st

Of course, I'm anly toucking an Ihe
events of that magnificent week. To
ot justice, @ smatl valuma would be
nesced. SAFA and its people are due
a grsal gest of thanks for the freless
hespitality and sport they provicled, &
herd act to fallow.

salalconry orgra

wored, o5 he hos [u
eaglss cicling.

000 fwo Steppe

1 fly with my birdts in extreme sendi-
tions. it takes 5o fittle to lose cne. The
wild sagles ean attack. If has hap-
pened, burackly Kevin s arect, as he
knows his siraogins andwil oot cimb.
them. when e s higher Inan them he
i sais,! he says whils we fly out over
the lake and iose heighl. He whistles
again and suddenly we con see fhe
Egyalion Vullure oul on the herizon, He
iands on fhe glaved hand ogain and
ihis lime ramains sitting for longer.
When | ask Scott if Kevin is fired, he grins
and says; "No - he is just fozy. e uses
more energy here aver the lake when
he fies. That is why he semains sifling far
longer, For fhe birds it i ofl gbout con
sening energy.’

anci he iy Gone, We slowly Gircle closer
ond cioser 10 land. We kand and lee
ecrin yncler ourtest ogain, ft 10z been
fanfastic. On the ground is Scall's
friend, With o whistle, sne calis Kevin
Bazk losoth Only o few minutes later
the Egypticn Vuinure lands and woks
araund. mojestically bepaing for op
plause for having done || again. He

together we wanted to fly with the birds in order to
garner their abilities to find thermals, something both
paragliders and birds of prey have a need for
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keerly takes the rast of he meat and
trustingy jumes ups on Scoit's gloved
hand le

get back o his aviary,

1 is altemoon and Ihe frash ai in
Il'axhara which lies 800m chove sea
i= gelfing celder. Il is fime lo
frain the bids wha hove nat leamt fa
Iy with: the poraglide:

Scalf walks aver o o black kife that is
practically sipping with [mpetience:
Saponais the nams of the femate bird.
The name mecns ‘cream’ in Nepai but
according to ot the brd is o e
nightmare. “An aggressive bird, Ihot
't ke anylhing er onyone, she
asobites. Bul she loves to fly - and Inot
is the oniy fhing she fikes', grins Seot on
nis way over fo the bird, fhat elght
yeers sgo was parlially responsible for
Aim taking the dechion of lefting go of
his job s & designes in Londan for o fu-
ture with Nepal's rds of prey in the
malewyas. “Sne s Ihe oldest of our birds
and has been here from fhe begin
g’ fels the possonste (oiconer. He
adds fhat the kies can be aliftle hord
1 fivate as they do nol need much
food. They use wary fitfle energy. But
they ore nalurally very sociable binds.
vitiie he fioins Sopana. o wikd kite
comes fiying in very low and sits on a
pole necby and looks on fhe pro
ceedings wit curasily.

s Dave. | eund nim salf decet on the
rood and locked after him for o year.
Then | relecsed nim back info fhe wid,
but he cames bock every day. Some-
fimes he tokes o both and flies away
again, other fimes he siays far a while
fonger He has o porficular dslie far
18

CGE" where nests are often deslioyed
by high winds, There is alio a significant
rreal from Egypiion geess wiich ore
slers ang wil foke over black
spamoWhaE NesTs, Svan when oot
loying on fop of ine spomowhoivks
£ggs or sven, yaung. There s cansiser-
able cugosion around the nes sies
between inese species.

Wae o

Betwsen one and four eggs are loid
and incubation lasts 37-38 days. Mozl
of fhe incubation is performed oy The
fermale and the male provides food.
The nestiing perlod fosls 40 o 47 doys,
thereafer the oung remain in the
wicinily of fhe nest where they con te
heoid cating vaciecusly as fhey aur
sue theis parents for foad, They fend o
become indepencent some sever o
=ight weeks abisr lsoving Ihe nest
Overall praductivity nas bean est-
mated ot |4 young per pair pe vear
1suspect that this veries from regian fo
region and may be lawer in the west
&rm Cope.

&

The Diack pomowhawk i lsted s ‘Not
Giobolly Threatened" anc i a CITES |
speciss. It is @ species ot has ex-
panded boh i range and populion
in Soulh Afica, where it has benefiied
Tiom fhe inhoduction of axaic forests
and a dramatic increase in dave ond
pigeon papulations with modem farm-
ing methods. It s threatensd by the
prapesed leling of fhese same forests
a3 well a5 by poisoring, The pogulation
appears 1o lolerate o level of persecy:
tion probebly dided by ifs secrefve
nobits. I s alsa freatenad by nesfing
compstiion with Egynlion gaese ond
this resui's in o significant number of
rosiing faiures in Ihe Westem Cope.

Falcanry With The Black
Sparowhawk

he ‘black spar’ hos become on
Tl:an of Southem African Folcansy.

witn aushingers from oound The
wilil snowing G fascination with this
cromatic and legendary bird. For ol
fhis. the fegend must b2 faily young
and 1 eannst establsh who fist froined
this species. The history of falcanry in
Southern Aliica i relofively recent, with
the earfest faleones appearing shord:
affer Warld Warll It s probasle that fhi
soscies was fist flown by fustace W
Poles in fambia ar John Hough in Zim-
bavwe, in the early 1950, | am nol
aware of any of these birds being im-

suddenly
he is
gone.
Scottis a bit
worried —

he' SJUST
s en two

d50

C!TC

one of our klies' Scoli chieps en his way
back fo fhe aviaries, whers onather
kifais waiing. A lavely tird, Ihal erived
only @ few months ogo with a dom
aged wing. | om expecling her o be
ready I fly with Ine gliders soon’ ex
plains Scatt, while the bird jumps up on
his hand.

1 is possitle to lain o fully grown wid
birdl of crey. It sounds Incrediie bul
ey ore 50 governed by their nsncts,
they will espond If there is food Mt ol
birchs cie survors: the martdlity rote of
bicts of prey i fhe wid Is very high. The
rescue birds are offen mose ot woulc
not have sunvived in fhe wid'

“The ones we sse in the sy - hey ore
the real survivars. states Scatt, belore
Iooking yel again longingly fowards
the Hepoli sky, whers the w Steppe
sagles from earier circle majesticaly in
fhe clous-res bius.

Frae s © bird —kings of the sky,

Fact |

Porohawking i 1he ot of lroiring Sirds
of prey fo Ty with poragliders. Scott
Mason siarled Parahawking in Pokhora
in Nepal back in 2001 fegether wilh his
twa biends Adam Hil and Granam
Saunders  Griffiths. By comaining
paragliding wilh The anclent arl of
falconry fhe bids of prey ors frainsd 1o
Ty with porsgicers, lead hem 1o ther
mals ond even perform sorbatic
rreneeyres

Eagles, kites ang vullures are natural
soaing birds. Just fhe poroglders, hay
use thermais to fly Iong distances ond
corserve snergy. The birds lecd Ihe
paragliders fo themnals ond are re-

portes 1o Eurape or Bitain priar fo this
time, howsver, Jock Moviegedato
on:

llew af lecst ane. They haa olreecly
achieved a repulation of being dilli

cull ond semewhol hysterical bl
when | started my folconry appren-
tlcesnipin 1966, while t know of anum-
ber of Talconers fiying these birds
ellactively prior 4 i, i was Ren Har
0y, who starled fiying Biock spars i
1972, who put them on the map. They
are now g popular, I respected, Al
conry bird in Southem Africa ond there

= @ consideroble body of exoerlence
i e
In esence they ore lorge spar-

rowhawks and nel the Alfiean squiva-
lent af fhe Marthern goshawk. (1 wil
iscuss this ssue iofer) As such, fhe skl
ies in fhe monagerment ang nus
bandry of these birds. | can remember
my forherwie was an able horemen
seying of therougnbreds that 1 e
herse could find @ way e damags
sal, it would. This siolaman| holds e
for black spars; they ore the race
horses of fhe rapior werla! 56 the blaek
sporwillfest the husbandry skils of ony
Taleoner and they wil also est he po-
tiance and seffcontral of any young
Talconer, Regretlably, | am aware of o
numbe af young fakeaners whose 6o
reers have foundered on the 1ock of
This birgd's fmmperament, I i, however
my experence that with comac! and
careful monagement, e majorty of
these birds become foieron! and corm-
pliant hunting partners, There have
been fwo birs whese lamperament
and hunfing perfammance has lsd me
ta cut ineir jesses ond wave forewell
with, | suspect, mutua rafiel.

The cantive breeding of Ihese birds re-
mains 0 lls infancy. We heve been
spalll, i Southem Africa. that the abur-
dance of hese birds has made fem
reodiy obicinable fom fhe wid. En-
lightened nature conservation autnar
ffies ove 0lso fendsd 1o encourags o
feniterc wict hesnvest rather thn insist on
capfive breeding with the aftencant -
suss o Irading end private awnership
This has resulted in fimiting their avail-
atsity for axport

A falconer has thus o choice of laking
o nestling or fropping @ sore-haws

nestliing token ot 12 days s ideal f one.
wishet lo moke an imprint. while o
broncher s ideal i one requirss  par-
el reared bird. Care must be faken o
this species shows o great properisty o

warded wilh oac for their ellers, The
Litels anet fne peragider: becone fly-
ing camponions

Focts 2;
Biec of pray comeration

Nepal has o iragiion of lalcanry, so
‘when Scoft and Acam started frein
+or0 yourg Kites that ko falen ou
iheir nest sight years cge, the iocais
wate incredulous, Ta win fhe birds frust
they taok them for wolks on thelr
giowed nonds

‘I England. prople wil store at you i
you cerme walking with a bird of orey
an your hana. Here In Mepal ey ler

ally drive off the mad. Scalt joughs.
‘Apart from the Himoloyan Foplor 3es

<ua Conlia and Ihe cammerc ol fying.
hie doss an impressive amoun of wark
fo profect Asia's vuilures.

The vultures, who are carion ealers,
are in @ boa way. Millans of Asian vl
fures e becouse of fhe dug Dir
clotenac that s given fo sick and dying
catie o reat pain ond infiammation,
Whien the vulfures sal decd colfte hal
nove been freated with diclofenac
only small smounts ars encugh 1o
ceuse renal falure in ine birds resuting
in their seath. Their decraase in num
wers is-cataslophic. In the past 12

years. three spacies of vullures nove
decreased by 9.8, [Fnofhing s done
la save therm hay will be exfinctin 10
yeas,

scream, The seorhowk & o good
choice far the experiencea falconer as
they wil genersly sellio wol, aceep!
fhe hood and can e hunted relafively
quickly, Possage birds are difficull to
ebtain ance Ihey have dspersed fram
ihe nest site and as thay gel cider their
ways become mors sst and they be-
come less tolerant. We do nal frap
haggard birds s inese canditute fhe
traeding poaulafion. bul he happing
of these birds was forbidden by he
Zmbawwe Folconry Club becouss
fhey were elaved o be extiemely
difficylt and to have o significant dsk of
diging from the stress of hanciing, Ron
Harfley flew cne roggard female wha
proved fo be o very tosmant and s
loird, My own expefience with renobi
Iestion heaggards hos not been encour
aging ond | have limited my efforts to
fittning them for release.

I have experanca with two imprint
oirets. The Tisl was @ female who wos
very vocol but was o dromatic and
coungaous liyer. She, sodly, died early
in her carser, following @ fussie with o
Juinea-lowl. The second was a muske!
Ihal | nede by carelully following tne
MoDemnoft mefhad, He was a delignl-
Iul bird who was compleisly boma
‘oroof and gave thiiling fights, when ne
was in Ine meod. (| does. howsver,
foke Gonsdenabie sfor ond resouce
e make o good imprint. Probably the
st bince ot Rt | ko § flown by
oy goad fend Hone Chaimers. She s
now § fve-imes infermewe imprint
female end she remains o stunring
and predicioble falconry bid, regu-
larly faking guinecfowl in fine style

sost of the block spars that | hove
fown have been paren! reared oirds,
Ever fhese hove o oropensity fo being
vocal around the mews, bu! are well
mannered ond not aggressive towards
the handlss, With sorme cauton in ihair
management they con be configent
ang standy, working wel with tha dog

The ot of flying black speas fiss in their
management ond fhere is no single
Farmula that works lor ol brds. Rather.
ane must be flexie in handing these
irets, analysing protyams and conec!
Ing these befors hom results The birds
tend to be e restless and excited
as hwnting fime approaches and fhis
can lead o selinjury. | tend to tefner
he birds eary I reining. then free
mew fhem os soan os | con, Bwen in o
frae mews. these birds will tfrash them

l}e Bla

k
rican Ico

Sﬁqrrowhuwk - An

Dr Adrian Lombard, Capetown, South Africa

Introduction

siand with & group of thess oiher fak
coners on open fields on the north
ern edge of Cope Town's suburbar
sprawl, 1 is on earfy summer moming
and we are here o frap a pasage
Lonner falcon, Each sumrmer thers is
an influx ol passage Lonners fo this
ama and they reasl on the slecricity
pyions ?hal snoke ocross the lond-
scape. One of Ihe gioua calls out
Leok thers!' painting fo the Easl. We.
lack, and lrem Ihe ginwing sky. before
e rising sun, we see o furlle dove fiy-
ing s if the haunds of hell are on its
freil. Ancl ineed Ihey are, Tor betind
ihe dove, like = heat-seeking muslle is
fwed a olack spanowhawk
Black as melanidic i wifh 'nc
pole under-iuaces af his ight feain-
ers Hoshing a5 he rovs thiough the air
he pursues s quey, fwisting and fur-
ing acras the sky, The dove's nerve
brecks and it s 1o tumn towards o
grave ol ees; ihe gap closes. then the
dave dives fowards fhe ground and
the birds become one, Ws remember
1o storl breathing again. One of ihe
aroup mutlers "What a bird fo fiyl” and
i grin pecause | oo,

Biology

melanaleucus, is the largest of Ihe

The black sparewhowk, Accipller
spomavhawis, I i

be found in

an but differ sigrificonfly in size
males weighing 44é-430g ond lemales
wp to 980g. The fypical colour form is
black on Ihe upper por s ineluding fhe
head with ingistinet naming of the teil.
T unchessictes of tns figns leathers ore
pele gray wilh dork gréy barring, The
birds tysically have a large white it
extanding from tha imoat 1o whoie of
the under-arts. This may vory cansid-
erably being reduces 1o @ white chin
spot and bar oeross iha breast, In he
melanistic form, the birds are almest
compielely black, usually with & white
streak under the chin. The meknistie
farm s generolly uncammon but s fhe
predaminant fom i the Western
Cape. luvenlle birds ors motiied
brown on the back and reddish below
with black straaks, There is also o poler
calour fom In the juvenile thal ks pole
beige below with black sfreaking.
Thers s no clear comelation between
if18 cofour foem of fhe juverds and thot
o the colult. but in my experience, al
melanistic biids have developed fram
Ihe raddish juvenile farm. The legs and
cere are bright yetlow, he mefonistic
farm often having some black an the
care, The eyes are greanisn in young
birds cranging Ihicugh yeliow 1o
brown in he it year and, finally, fo o
deep mohagany red in older bircs.

As already menfionad, he black spar
rowhaws is a bird of waodiand and for-
esl, and is generally unobirusive by
obit Hunfing s nermally performad by

f sou
and sastem Soulh Alica, Zimbabwe,
Mozambizue, Zambia, central Affca
exending lo West Aflica and parts of
Sudton ond Efriogia, It secrefive habits
fraay lead ta i being overookea but
Is more ebviaus in the breeding seaser
whin the birds display.

The adult birds are found in twa color
marphs, The sexes are alke in col-

seluasif one lsnol caretu, | hows mode
@ood use af the ‘ound perch’ de-
scribed i Mowagordiata's A Hawk For
Tha Bush, as this raises the howk fo
chest lsvel and limils Dailing and e
fisk of demege. | T @ fall bell and sus
pend o fail guond from this, o saon as
| begin nandling, The fal guors remain:
en, unless the bird s hunting, Ths

birds hiave remorkably fragile fraing
ond o season wil ot go oy without
some broken feathers. Leany on siaslic
bond {the sort Usect by my daughter
© make thell pany-lais) in the ek,
el sip s o 1o fhe foll o5 ssen e |
make in o a

I pefievs ihat o black spar should be
made to fhe hood. Being the ultimate
snaky-headed shart-wing, inis i a recl
fest of ones hooding skils, bul weil
warth the effort, Once ogain. Jock
Movragardata gives on axcelient da-
seiplian of Ihe fchnique of haoding
@ shortwing ond | can oy add lwo
fips. Firslly, | beieve that pubfing on fre
Moo 3 the very firt step in the Yoiring
piocess and, secondly, never forment
#e boird with fhe hoad, simply sut it on
and allow the bird 10 recogrise | os a
ploce of safety. Once the bird s made
fo the hood. it can be handied ond
coniralled withoul drarma and upset,
and ane can manage the sitation in
the feld, 1o allow the hawk 1o fly of iy
aptimum,

1use a tail maunt o aftach the tail ball
and to susaend ihe transnitrer, | fix fhe
ail mount plechum fo fhe o deck
feathers and | heve yet to locse these.
feathers on a biock sper. oithougn |
Frust gmit hat his did hoppen wilh
v European gos. | dislike leg maurted
lgiamelry and | am wary of using o
back-pack ar a black spor. | nove
used fhe bock-pack fo attach @ frans-
mitter fo my peregrine and | hove
found it 1o be o safisfactary ond ele-

walling for perched
wiirin or on the eege of feres! and but
may also be done by flying law ang
fasl acioss more open land using awal
able cover fo maintain the element of
surprise. The: nofural quary of fhese
bbircs is predominanily daves and pi-
geons [6-87%) and gome birds (7-
17%) bul faalherad query may rangs
from small bircs o guineatowl, which

ewer; nge
Engrlnhn
' Zf*%.s

row

ock their
potential

‘gani system, The block spar, however
has o prapansily to follow quany info
fhick cover and wil dive, af speed. o
bushes and brombles with ihe fis of
snaggaing the back-pack siraps. For the:
. will watch the sxperisnce

mear
of aihers

I recently heard it stated thot the only
teason lor o bell in these days of
SEeRinhan wral e
g i the mews'. This probobiy holds
-me Tor e ongwina s, oat 50 ofen
in ihe neal of ine chase, one wants o
recover your hawk guickly Fom thick
cover, | plaze @ bek on the tall and e
feg 0t Ihis works for me, 63 (he hawk
can seldom keep both bels slent,

Almiost every biock spar hos fhe innate
oropansily 1o chose and hunl so
‘bugged’ quary s nof necessary. One
needs to slimulate the natural ten-
dency fo puisue ond, fo fhis end, |
hove made good use of Ihe lure-ma
chine descrioed by Frank Basbe. The
Bird s limined 1o chase and caten o
lure that is being puled away al
speec. This facuses fre hawk's often
fion outwards, away from the lelconer
and fowards potenial quary. It s a
simple slep o progress from ihis fo pur-
suit of young guineafowl which are
wsually abundant ot the time thal ona
sready ta enter a young black spar;
phedsant poults would be the Euro-
pean squivalent. As Fronk Besbe wo-
gests, @ bird Ihat is uzed lo chasing a
ture fhat iz Deing ropidly towed cwiy
by @ lures miaching wil sasly rscover fo
fhe feicaner swinging thart same ure in
fhe field. | have recped the benedt of
fhis ootvice. with my nowks reluming
on occasion, half a kiomete fo the
swung lure afler o laled chose.

Weight conirel is erifical. bath o5 a tacl
fo menite: the bira's health and in an-
ficipoting its parformance in the field

may welgh up fo 1.8kg. There s aven
ane repart of Egyotion gaose remalns
found in @ nest. Chickens account for
55 fhon 3% of prey taken bul, despile
ihis; these are pereculed as
chicken thieves. Mammaian prey only
accounts for 05 fo 1% of prey and a
lock al e bird's mephology, wih
long slender foes and fogia fain.
shows fhat this. unlice the Nornem
oshaw, is & ird-catening speciait,

Breading tends fe seeur fom May to
Qctober, with chizks being found n
ihes nast as late s the end of Novem-
‘e, This very long breeding ssason is
porticulary evident in the Westem
Cope. ang & number of pairs produs-
g Iwo bioods in a seasan have been
recorded. Disploy conshls of ealing
and facd carying within the Torest,
while some cerial ciploy may occur. |
hawve ane report of oo clutching and
tumbling performed by a displaying
peir. Nests may be built in incigenous
trses but the avalabilty of exalic far
est plonistians has greatly expanced
Iha range of this species in southern
Afiica. In thisregian, fhe nests are com-
manly found in eucaiyats but slsa In
pines and popiors. The birds oppeor ta
have an uncanny knack of constuct-
ing thelr nesis in uitesty unclimbanle
trmes, | was recently invaivee in o sur-
weyaf nests of Ihis species, One was lo-
cated 25m up n a thin. fall eucolyalus
free that was in the centre of o group
of commercial bee hives. Discrelon
proved the betier part of valor in this
nstance and e nest remained un-
meisstact by man, The nest cansists of o
platform of sticks ana i lned wih
green ieaves, The nest May be re-used
annusly anes sicks are added o that
old nests may became feiry lorge.
[riere s one report of ansst being Used
consecutively for 22 years. This hes not
been our experience in Ihe Westem
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A bl whichis oo high in condifion wil
be temrperamental and by withou! en-
thisiasm, while & bird that s law wi
iack energy ond is @t harord In cold,
it wieather. These brcs have a laily
rapid mefebolim and etk the cold
toierance of the Narthem oosnowi

The Hunt
onlident and wel-made black
A por con e & tiling and re-

arding hunfing comparion
Tha converse s abvicusly Tue. hof on
il miade bird wil e fusirafing ond de-
moralising, the ausfringsr fhen fitting
Nick Fox's descrplion of being 'rrorose
andintospective

The slack soar i @ bird of greal ca-
pacily I s @ courageaus bird that wil
accupt long sips, pusue for consider-
atle disfance and dive info thick caver
after quary. They will toke quarry that
s twice thelr size, The fameles, hunling
al 75 io 8003 wil readiy foke
quineatawd weighing 1.4 fa 1.7kg while
tre musket weighing around 5000 will
toke cock Cope francalin that moy
weigh 1kg. MOst of e hunting expert
encewith thess birds reites to gome-
herwking, but fhere is some Triersst in
selting fhem af smallsr quarry such o
larks. In Sauthern alfica, we have no
sullable furred quamy, with nocturnal
hares ond ne abibils. The black spor is
a bird-hunling specialist and doss not
have fhe necessary physical awrwes
I tackie fured quary. with lor i
legs and taes and ragle fail faathers

Classical game hawking is done with
peinting dogs. The black sparwil reac-
ity aozept the dag os @ hunfing porr
ner onel becorma afluned to the dag's
behavior and pesture, se anficipaiing
the hunt ahead. Cerainly, There have
been fimes when | have feit nelegman
1o the rale of ‘convenianl motb

perch and observer, while he :jt:g
and the howk have got on with the
business of hunting. A keen black spor
wil quiver in excilemnent whil hunfing
anel uses allitssenses inclucing hearing
i provide an edge, One of my princi-
ple quamies is the Cape sauriowl (or
francoiin| ong fhess nnokit marsny
aress, oflen with thick reed beds. On
oecosion, while tollgwing the dog info
e reacts, wilh 1he hawk heid igh, (he
birdl hass aficipated fhe flush oy hecr
ing the fisl beals of Ine francelin's
wings within the reeds, and he quany




rockets oUT 10 fing e Rowk akecdy
airbone end ot pace. We tend to hunt
i fetity thick cover and the ancolin
will ciop boce nlo caver to evade
capture. 50 the process can degenar
ate info o wi-hunt witouf carshu

anogement. The biack spar wil
ickly learn Ihat a demoralisedt an
exhousted quarmy which has been
fushes mulliple imes mokes Vo' an
asy kil sa vl warm to ok
withaut pursuing herd i1 1his :Deu'm'
ted. One hos fo walk the thin fine of
maintaining the cualily of the fights
wilhoul allewing the bird fo become
demaralised fhrougn foire. As always,
I key fies wilkin fhe frness of the
hawk ond the frecuency with which it
is hunte

qu

Guineatow! hynting Godds anoiner
menzion to shorbwing flying in Southem
Africa The wikd guineaiowt s a very
terent crecture hom ils tame counier
partwhich moy be found Tn Fsropean
fammyards. The heimeted guinaafow s
a fiack bire that wil ossist a flock em-
ber which is attacked by o hawk,
Young hawks moy be bold enough to
oftack anindiviciual in a flock bul soon
learn fhat Ihisis a risky busness. Indeed,
Host o young hird in just these croum-
stances. Wid Quinealow! car bath un
and fly strongly. In areos where they
are shat ab, the flock may star ta un
whnen the falcaner s as much as o kio-
melte away. An expedenced black
spar il iear to fly a flock in fhis stua-
fion and push therm info cover, without
coming to grips. This allows the fak
caner and nis dog fo coten up, and
the aim is then fo treak up the llock
and oliow fhe hows 1o fiy singletans,
These lights can cover considerable
distarces and the howk may hove to
iackle the guinec severdl imes Lbelore
it can pe subdued by graobing the
head, On several oecasions | have
made in on my nowk, hokiing o guineo
in cover, fo fine al the guineoiow!
heis fucked its heod uncier its wing for
sofety: il Ihe: hawk relees its grip. Ihe
ec s off like o rocket. My best
guineatowl hawk was a female black
spor hat | abtined Fom a rerol
tion centre, and wha had one leg
slignity weakened by rickets. Despite
this. she regulardy took ond
guineolow! ihat were ot lecst twice her
weight | recat one hurt at dusk when
| flushed o flack of guiness ond e
pursued one into o thicket of frees
alongside asmall stream. | entered the
Trees and cauld nat hear her bell, 5o

tried the telemelry which gave a very
woriable signal without clear aecton,
As 1t woss gelling dark | searched de
Tar her. and then finally ~eard
her. saaking wet, lowing
ead guines ouf of ine
streom and up fhe bork

| am offen asked how the biack spar-
rowhawk comparss 1 Ihe Eurapecn
gosherwk. | had the very good forfune
1o Ty Bofh birgs of the same Hme, for o
they were bath infermewss
. Bxcelient bircs ang exciin
hunbers, 't oroved fo be on exhousing
ssasan ot | ended cansideraby fiter
then when | storiad, but 1w hetp me

and ner quarry ranged om smal grey-
winged francein fo on Egyption
goose. She would not foke the long
slins necesan 1o come 10 ooy with
The widier guinea fiacks, ond wauld
ol oif & chase if dne fell it wos not
wartn e effo, Imarint biack spars
ferd fo occepl o wider range of
quarty end thess wil take duck and
ven the ocensonal hore.

My experience with imiprin| block soars
has certainly convinced ma that His is
the way o go, Gut it is an inferse

mands carsful atfen

of
lour and perfomance. On Ihe pesiive

1o formulate my ideas on these twva
spocies. The black soar & rol the
African equivalen! of the Europecn
s, bUT ratner g lorge sparowhawk.
The gusnawk i more. powerlul, even
teking Tnfo account its larger size. and
s progably foster off the glove, The o
olso, | befieve. more infeliigent bul, in
my experience, fol 05 CoUTIQEOUS.
he block spar tends to became wed
ded to carlain quanies. The black spar
fles thait secson fook only game bids
and prefered guinacfowl. She woul

nal ly duck and showed no interest in
nal hare | llushed. The Eu-
ranean gos, o fhe ofher hand, flew o
much wider range of quanry, prefarng
fiencolin to guinectow, becouse she
knew they were an easier challenge
and she had the acesieration fo toks
them on the rse. | ook @ number of
ek with this how, ol thiiting fights,

what i known abeut hawking ond

fateonry on the whote isiand of e
ond. regerdiess of whatever polifical
siluslicn was defining s berders of the
fime, With this information condsnsed,
i i hoped i will ba more easiy d
gestibla 1o club members or anyons
for that matter. Falconry as a cultural
nertage is an imporfont iheme ot the
moment in the intemational fraternity
of e spart. Submissiars are underway
Dy vorious nalions 1o have i reco:
nised as-0 UNESCO Intengiole World
Heritoge, This denotes o fradition that
s been posied down thiough subse
quent gensrations and nes i ploce.
hawever unassuring, in he lie of the
land,

-I-Ms arficle safs out ta summorise

Fiic Dempsey's fhorough ond engross-
ing book Felang's Los! Bids has o
wealth af information an this subject,
=spsciolly i the chasier aoout the
Goshowk, which will be looked al lafer.
Where ofher cuthors have offen follen
into 1he rap ol locking al raplar history
and cubural references while ignorng
iha stymalagy and reverence thot was
drecty o o resut of falconry,
Dempsey nal only acknowledges
but reveals so much more than we
would have known hod he nol under-
takenthe fask. Forthis, he s due o deot
ol thanks rom fhe lalcony community
here,

Liam @'Broin's The Spamowhawk: A
#anuai For Hawking. itsell something
of landmars in The deveicpment of
maclsrn lish folconry, has o chagter in
which Uaim enorts whet s kngwn soaut
meirwr“-pre:ence hers, clefaiing the
poole and ploces Iha emerged
frrausan b reareus e,
Ior foseinaling reading, ond when |
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sense

Wi oUngeT. always gave me

of legacy and eulturl confing
those wha had gone befors

e history of Irsh Falzonry s a neb-

wlous subject. It has very offen

been locked n' as samething that
simigity weril on heare from lime to lime,
something fransient that was ocoo-
sionally brought oy vistors. This s nal
Guite the case, a5 we wil saon see.
Msorwhil, Hish apiars wers known ot
o arized commadity 1o oe harvested
ong exparted,

But how for back can wa lock 16 see
on interaction befween mon and
herwk for the purposs of o
ings# The difficulty lies fhersin — for ex-
omple, Fric Dempsey discusses fass|
oviderce of an inferocfion with
Goshawks. Remaing af These once
comman accipiters have besn faund
n Moun! Sandel, Coleraine (€.7000
BC) ond Dolkey fand, Dutlin and
@ in the Soyne Valley [
3030;c\_suv wis this trus falconry? Re-
gartlass of whelher it wes or nof, it in
dicates that man and hawk cerdainly
aweles logelher in some capacity

The sarlies! knewn reference fo fal-
e Irish fext Bethe Colmdn

Maie Liochdin] in the 7h Century, in
wihich Ihe King of Tara i descnibed
wing 'dd seabhoc selga’. or fwo
hunling hawks. Actual lolcenry reler-
ances ore nownats 1o be found un
the 13h Cartury, when il would seerr
fhe amal of the Angla Nemerns finally
secured foicanry's ploce hers, albsit
armongst fhe nebiy.

At i

gaint

side. one gafs an infimate and privi
legad insight Into- Ine development of
your biref's persanaity. The process ie-
euires plenty of fime and readly oval
oble quamy, so. i my curent
cireumstonees | would ba caufious fo
empork on this process. My feal suc-
cass with impiinling this speciss wos a
musket that anansd my eves 1o The
aericl pelential of Ihese bids. | have o
ways concenfrated on game hawking
and have found lite altfaction in hunt
ing smoller sy, One morming, whits
working my wiesy info 0 reed beel with
dog and hawk, | fushed o finck of
isnon s These smallfinches By in a
ligh! sworm that sesrms to change di-
rection with & sngie mind, dgzagging
apout ine sky. The hewk snat off my
glove after the fock, and 1 was tr H-J'Ed
o arnarvalous disploy of cerobafics o
e mafched her hwi and \um:

A Brief Histor& Of Falﬁﬂ,r,'{é

n This

Hilary White, Dublin

a raputallon for praviding the best
nwks avalioble af he time, A Welsn
menk. Giraldus Combrensis wrote in his
ook fopographie Hibemoe [The His
tery ond Topography of reland) aoout
Ihe abundoni gome ond roptors:
“ireiand his none but the best bresd
of faicans. Thaie infenar falcons cam.
menly called by fhe name lanner are
absent.

They wers 50 geod in foct ot a roar
ing e epened up. Raptors, paric
ulory the Gosnowk, bscome o
vauabia commadily. sumething o be
narvested, ond subsequently used to
oy reni or fo goin poliical leveroge
with awerlords. & lucrative biack mar-
kol soon emargad. || gol fo he slago
that ty 1481, sliff levies hag to bs im-
posed on trappers and frodesmen
‘Whatever merchan! sholl cary a
hawk ouf of retand shall pay for a
paregring 13 shilings faur pence, for o
fierced six shilings and eight pence. far
a lalor ten shiings ond the
poundage upon the same prce,'

But legislafion exisied even before s
Reginald Talool, in 1218, was heavily
finedt far llegalte frying fo smugale o
Gashawk aut of the couniry al Dalkey.
n 1384, during the reign of Richard |, a
proclamation weas maae ol Dregheda
againgt the exparl of raptors, and fig
orous searches taok placs 1o curo
black morke! frade.

A lalh Century cecument from
Kilkenny Costie detals the oy tnree
Iypes ol hewes fnat werd o be used for
rent aayment. Bizanethan falconers
przed faicans hom Cope Cleor off
Cork. and Horn Heas in Denegal. In
1531, Arenbishop Cromer, Ihe Louth
bosed Bshop of Ammagh, ciesented a

chaut fhe sky. Finclly he broke up the
flack, oress ane oird 9ack Into the
rmecks; and meking his €l cimost ot my
fear. Forall this | failed 1o guriue the po-
tential of fhis bird on smater quary,
partially througn arsdery that he may
cany. One af my fiends is cumenty fiy-
ng o musked af lares, but he & very
ceufious obaut campany whern howk
ing due I ina lear of the hewk conry
g,

mpinfing eiows ane Io fiy fre hawkat
nigher weight bt his mey make the
nawx's enthusiasm 1o hunt unpre
dieiable, and it ks disappoirfing fo go
into the fieid with o howk Ihal is not
hungry and ready to hunt. This ohser-
o s probably an indicalion of my
inexperance witn 1his troining method,
('sfl-‘m\y‘ the imerint musket, when his

postiie was stmulated, gove stun
nirig ﬂ ghts and look a greater propor
fian af ks “on the rise’ than any of my
other hawks.

Trere i yet much thot can be done

palches with reed beds in the valey
and | anticipoted the presence of
Cape sourfowl. | decides that fhe
best way to come to terms with therm
wauld be fo go to the valley before
sunrize andl wait for the cocks fa call 5o
thet | eould mork Ihe posilions of he
zaveys, Two cocks starred o call be
Tora light and |wos abis 1o get an idea
of fhair podion, As saan as ight per
mittes, | mads in with the poinier work-
g chead. instead of finding the birds
nfhe marsh, they appeared fo be cal-
ing fram the hill siepes, Tre covey must
nove movea aneod of us up fhe
mountoinside and sverfually the dog
eame on pail, lazing simos! veriicaly
upwards. The francolin bursi from
cover, ond Janny oeked onlo o cock
putting tin acress a naraw guiy some
50m away, Iscramblad aooss, recev-
ered her 1o the glove and fhe dog
come on point immediately. The sun
was now rising, bathing the whole val
ey in @ soft dawn glaw, and lighiing
thee wavés on the ditant sea. The fran

colin rocketed out, fiying across the

ance is needed with Imprinfing fhese
bircks ancd this may, i~ ime. urlock fheir
Ul potentil, We need 1o develos their
captive breeding, Aspects of frainng
it hove shewn premise include pul-
ting the birtls on e Kie 10 get fhem
woaly fit. Allarnalive quaries can be
looked of, parficulary for he muskets
Logwings ars a polentialy good
quary and ene of my test musket
flights was on @ woler fhick-knee. An-
sifer potential quarmy wou'd be star
ngs, al which there are a number af
species in Soulherm Afiica

Ths fiing of sharhwings & an in-
lensay peranal experence; e
austringer, dog and hawk ore &
closaly bonded unit fhat must act os a
leam. The anficipalion ol oction ex-
cites and unifes al three porfiipants,
When the action oreurs. itis offen vary
fasl and fhis provides the thiil that e
austinger hos worked fowards, The fal-
coner may provide o far better spec
facle for soectators with: dramaic
longwing fights bul he does not expe-
fience 1hat very infmate interaction
with his hawk inat oreceaes the flight.
I recal o gt witn ane of my Sarier
black spors. o parent-recred femals
ramed Jenty. Near my home, nere is
o small costal valley, fnged on three
sides by mounlain siopes and focing,
ooross sand cunes. e Atonfic
Ocean, There cra some small marshy

cast of honibies to Henry Vil The Eol of
Thomoned at Bunratty Costle, Clare. has
s signature on legal documends from:
&15in which the rights to his wes! of
Gashowks cre Made legally binding.
it weers serias stuff - roplar stocks ac
tually wiitten inla the law, |n the lale
16t Gentury, on imvenicry had even

been wilter up of Gos resls In Karry
ana Limerick. Thamas Molyneus, de.
g the rotueal bistory of Leiim in

pic
s 171 Cenlury, saps: The weaas are
{ull of lorge ond excelent fimber: and
wel sfocked with excellent gashawks.'
In his bock Fakcanry er Hawking (Edited
ond Transcrined by Dery Arqus)
Geoige lubervile refers to one Frenci
falconer by the name of Wilam
Tordisse who hac fhis o say about our
Goses! 'But fruly thers s no goshawk
more excelent than that which is bredt
f2ianet in Ihe north pards, s Uister,
and in the Ceuniy of Tyrone.*

A ludar poarn describing the folcanry
irds avsilable in Ireiond sums up the
senfiment al the fme:

The Gashawks fist of the crawe.
deserves fo have the name:;

The Faucen next for high atfempres.
in gicvie and in fo
The Tasel then ensceh on,

geac reason s ihat he:

for fiying houkes in Ireiand next,

ihe loucon piotte shouid bea,

The Trosellis genfels course in nexte
rih peer ot the landis:
Combined ia the foucan, with
vers iencly bande,

and fhen the Jacke and m:e Musker
Jaste.

By who fie birds ore nexle.

These wre the houkes which chefly
breed,

i ferlie wish grource:

“winose malch far fight and ipeadie
wing,

elewhers e hardy founde

From oy J Demick's 1581 book Tha

I the mid 16005, Charles II's oy
Lo Crmonde eslablished Phoenix
work as a Roval Hunfing Pork fust af fhe
mdge of Dubin cily. The sighl wos
siacked with deer ond pheasants for
hounds and hawks, A high wall was
built araund i 1o keep game n and
poachers oul. The park was finally
honded cver 1 the pecple of Dublin in

fowarch the sand dunes wilk 1he
Black spar i Not pus, Sodl Black
with her whis uncler-wings fashing in
the sory morming gt The fight
ended In @ fhicket of mikwood trees
emengs! ihe dunes, ioter measured at
800m on the map, Recovering my
hawk took some effor, | el the fisid
without @ ki, but wih a memory.
alched on my mind's eys that wil lost
my lifetime,
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salvin and john barr became
fierce magpie hawkers in
1857, advertising meets in
local papers to get beaters
on board and reportedly nail-
ing 184 magpies with two
fiercels in four months at the
curragh military camp

1745, Meanwhile, in 1693, 0 newsoapss
calladt 1he Dubin Inteligence caries
an oo for st hawk belonging 15 Loed
Capall affaring o handsome reward of
30 3hlings for s retum

hings really took off sport wise In
T e mid fo lnfe 18 Cenfury. There

e riscors rom 1762 of Lord Ban-
don heving a mews of hawks and o
laleonor ol Ardler Abbey in Kemry
Around 1800 or so. T would appear
fhat the Curragh in Kildare Began fo
be exploited o5 0 key destination for
190 and magpie hawkers, Capr
Solvin was based of the Curragh mill-
lary camp in 1657, He and John Bam,
fakzoner to Manargioh Bhuleeo Singh,
bacome fisrce magpie howkers, og-
vertising meets in 0cal pagens 10 get
beotars on baard and reparredly nai-
ing 184 mogples with wo Hiercels in
four ranihs, B8 Michel refers to wood-
cock howking In Monaghan, whie
Salvir wos joined by names like Bro
erick and Loscelss for canfinued sport
on the Curragh.

i around s time thal we coma fo
the formation of the first ish olconry
ossaciofion, In 1870, 212 Greal
Brunswick steet, DUGn playad host fo
@ meeling chaired by Lord [olbot de
Molehide 1o estabiish the rish Howking
Cub. The storemenioned Dhuleep
Singh denated 50 fowards fhe fund,
AMter that, no receras survive of what
went on. Eventually, fhe present clus
wasreconsliluted in 1967, Before han,
the hawking porfies come and wen
Wiliam  Rulledge  ang  Jack
taviegerdoto went lark hawking wilh
fermer G presicient Dr George Luke in
the west and narth wesl. Ranald
Stevens ond Phiip Glasier would vist
Witie McDougald at hie home in Bally-

manys in Co Lack.

One hopes that they wers
cwere of Ihe use by Mobel
Laureate W8 Yeots of faiconry
imagery in s post war poems at the
starf of the canfury. Hs undacumented
whetner or not Yeats octively paric:
patedin foleenny. Whol s known, hews
ever s hat he would ofren water wid
falears frem his spiitusi home af Crum-
clfe in Sigo. ¥eals also hod a fascing
fon with Jopanese cutture. which
aften featured faiconny.

huch s witter on the poet's use of the
ficon and lalcaner metashon, sorme
erans mising fhie point, or unaware
of the presence of falconey around the
fime Yeats wos In his formative years.
The felcon and falconer rmon vibrant
symbols of matters close to Yeats
hearl, particularly his forment ayer
urequited love of Maud Gonne - the
‘aican is the unhindered, wid com-
parien, ranging and wandsring as the
falconer strives. in vain, 1o att lotal
mastery al her, The falcon is emotion
and falcaner infellect, in The Second
Coming, we hove inss such o5

e

Tuming and fuming in the widening
e

re
The faicon cannot hear the faicaner
Things fall apert: Ihe centre cannat
heldt:
Mere anarehy i loase:
ortd

pon the

The bioesd-dimmed fide is loosed. ond

everywhere

e ceremony of innocence is

drmwneet

Tie best fack all canviction, while fhe
orst

3

Are full of passionate intensiy.
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lowever, it is in Trie Howk that the fal
coniy malephor s lakan o new levels:

Cail dawn the hawk iram (e g
Lot him be hoadad of coged

he yelow eye has grown mild,
Foriardsr ond spit ars bave.

The ol cook efrager,

The s

) wil lopped in e heod,
Nor o coge. mor aiight upan wris,
MNew i have leamt to be proue
Howering aver ihe wood

“What tumbiing cloud dil you cieave,
Yalow-ayed hawk of the minc

Last evening® thal i, who hod sal
Bumbiounded befors o knave,
Shouid give fo my frisnd

A prefence of wi

It crouable that Yeols meant fa sov
‘cagged’ rather than 'caged’ in the
second line of the st stenz

Analher apler ralsencs, presumasly
nstiled by Ris fime n Sligo B His littie-
knewn ane-aci ploy Al The How
W, In which o diied-ug wellon a des.
alale mounfainside is guarded oy o
nawk-Tke woman,

That ‘ane of 20th Century Meralure's
most ravered poels and dramatists
should adopt falconry imagery s un
surorising and nal entirely original, But
unike Shokespeane, whoused hawking
5 0 faol ond o sef of syrbols, Yeots
probed right inte the neart of the fol
confakconer dynamie, and lsaves us

fraternised with folceners fo allain such
irsight infa the relationshio.

a histary of ish falcanry would
N be complste witioul ameniion
| Ranaic: Stevers, unguestian

aply the guru of the sport in modern
fimes. Stevans came fo live in Con-
nemara in 19463, setthng in the remcte
fermeys Logge, I leterin the 1957
Brifsh Foleoners' Clus jeumel, The Fok
coner. Slevens descrbes his move to
Ieland, his search for & ramele place
where 'miy hewis can iy withaut risk of
heing sniped of’ ane s hecked ekin
coming fo sit on o nearoy rack ‘sbove
the fumbiling walers' whils he was fish-

ng.

Despile nis best sfforts. his house be-

st wo venues, His weight was spol on
Ihe butron of 17 7/8ths eveny meen-
Ing;

Tha frstelay's nawiing. e had two sis

@ nen ana o cack. The hen flew
own o st hoed anc st onet putints
thick wilcws. Than iafer he flew o cock
bird hord out of bracken through o
wood. Twice he was polsed under the:
cock ready fa stke but did et finsh
him off and il gol away. Harry Gilber's
Finnish/Russian fenole pulled off ane of
the memarable lights of e week at
ihis venue with o hen thal lowersd
high ang fast downwind with the gos
having much ground fo make up al
the slin. working her way fhrough ress
to gal en lerms
with her fargef.
e phecsont
loaked a5 thougn
| wouln sscope
Bt fhe ges kep!
ow. and n the
distornee

in louste as the
gos wes waiting
for. her larget 1o
come down. the
hen was faken in
open gound far
Harry's anly slip of
the dav,

wMotyn Klled o
her bird ond Mike
Tayiors female
gos diled just ber
It co Lot by
its vahiclos. Thy
game shown hare Th?

was thin on fthe

ground. We stug-

gied for poinls

and vowed never to refurn here for o
meet guring our stay.

Menday was better fometten, oz Ihe
Venus we were Thown was o com
plete waste of Tme through ok of
goms tar five austingers. We foredt
much betier on Tussday. We were
hawking the grounds of the oldest in-
hapiied nouse In Scolland, leund
encugh pheasonts T keep us busy
and only nad ona mishap due to an
unly  howk that gave s the
nunaround for @ whils,

Martyn Furter's hawk killed o good
2ok bird sorty on. Sioux fook on easy
hen and gave us something fa cheer

came somefning of a Mecca for fal
corars lrom 2l waorld.
Stevens not aniy inspired general
Ihrgugh his classc freatise Observi-
tions on Modern Falcony and
Taring of Genatis, bul o5 imearted
mucr knowiedge on o o privieged
renctful of Iish folzoners. particular
the Hon lenany Moris. The fwo e
dentally invented the hybrid falcan in
the 1960z, when Stevens became fus-
toied wilh 1 wmg brocd poragines
and asked Morrs if he could fy the fier-
el with Mars' Saker felcon, a bird
sourcad by the fnen Fon-ased US fel
coner Kent Comie. The pair gol an fo-
mously and hotched out twa molss
Inat firs! yaar. Latiers of congalulaiions
ond inbigue armved fiom around the
world. Stevens and Marris fiew one
eoch, noling asimilar femperament fo
the peregrne. A further three were
bred tha following year, 1his time in-
Ciuding a female whe stunned fhe fwo
men by her sizs. This bird appeared o
e glove of Charlatle Ramgling in Ihe
Jorn Bocrman firm Zordoz. Sne was kst
b Stevens in Maye,

acruss e

in i feter years eyesight
began to foil and falconry became
less proclicol He moved o the smaller,
more manageobie Bunogipaun, closer
e Ihe vilage of Oughterars, He died

Stevers'

If fine quality matters. /]
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cquipment for the
disceming faleoner.
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in 1994, leaving same maney fo ihe
HC which wenl fawards a breeding
fund, A hooded falcon sal on the
glove of Johnny Marrs duting the
neral ceremany in Qughterard

| 'Dpafu by s hos provided

fopic, ef which many must stil exis. For
thase who would like fo have a more
oetciled oeeount of what we know, |
reler them te the two bocks which |
menfined ecriier.

References:

Dempsey, E. Feland's Los! Birds. Four
Courts Press, 1999

O Broin, L. The Spamownawk: A Mar-
val For Hawking, Old Abbey ook,
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Biifish Folceners' Ciup, e Falconer
2002 Anniversary Edifian, BFC, 2005

abeut when he tall chased a cock bird
gown g line of rees by the road, At 70
yards, he pulied nir Slsan in the
The pair both bounced fo the fior and
separaied belors he eould securs m.
The cock shat awey ond the gos
pickes nimsell up and nod a second
bosh, lasing him in fhick cover in the
next wood. Kzn Smift's howk flew ~ord
and kifod @ hen before we called il o
clay. This was our bes! day's fiying on
the holiday up wnlil then.

We had sorled oul some new flying
ground kespered with plenty of pheas
an's for the following day thanks to a
phone call fo Nedl Ross by Kon, We
woke fe gale force winss, and i was

enerq\mtg?ﬁqed We how|

even warse when we ot fo the venue.
The keeper askad us il we wanted 1o fly
- we ol winted fo 5o we set abaut i

Here we had some gieat sport - Mar-
1y and Hamy's Rawks were Dotk out

stencting, Theit stength 1 fhe wines was
an advariage: they both Kiled long
sock pheasanis lushed from cower
crops fying bock fe spruce plantafiorns

The viewing wos excellen! anc the
keeper put on on impressive show of
oo sirong fying pheosonts,

Laterin the aterncan. Sioux flew o hen
bird Inlo the sirong gusting gale rom a
naint off Martyn Furper's excelien Ger
man wirehaired dog Flynn, wha heid a
fcint for eight minutes whi'e Homy was

reciaiming ls hawk. Tne hen was
undter serious pressute oM fhe Tusn
ut of lignt kale, and ot ane funarod
et or 56 had newners 10 go exeept
down anc winged over info 1he crop,
with the hewk plumging Tn fo kil her for
@ faed up.

As | wos sseuring Ihe hawk, Ken
stepoed up for s sip os ne ight was
foding. Hi hawk chosed o hen bird
high ond wige info the wind fa o dis
tont wood. Both bircs entered the frees
logeiner oul fhe pheasanl gl away -
a cracsing ifort. and he deserved o
Kill,

Thursdioy, we wers back of fhe old
heuse again, Wi
found pienty of
pheasants for four
austingers here.
Martyn Furbers
femaie made
light work of o
strang

phecsant
rom fhe raodside
o Ine rounds
the house. One
of the gordeners
raking up leawes
wilnessed  the
hawk ripping fhe
pheasant  from
the i s they
llew past him. He
fald Mortyn it was
a spaclacular
encl 1o the fi

1 wios next o ki,
my anly slip of the
ook

pping
rFSmTwosas ec CUOP}?H ht
Y P g
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pheasant  burst
from the sicie ol a
store wall and across open ground
The hawk burs® away affer him. Tha
pheasant did not gel for - 70 yords
tags - when he pulled him. The pair hit
the fioar ang ihe <ok bromked him
around the fisld rodea shylel As 1 was
charging over to Nela him out, the
hawe frarstamed over fom he back 1o
i1 head fo stop hi s trecks, A
oiner pood feed up for this one ond |
was snactating for the rest of ing day.

in

Ken 1ook a goad hen, with his hawk
fercing the hen high from the point. He
wailed below for Ine hen fo come
down and naiied her in some sprice
frees by the roadside. Prar 1o Ihis, he

was urlucky with a drake mallard off

The Silent Partner

Keith Barker, Co Waterford

0 dhe Moy 20, 2008 we
notched o mole goshawk

from the poir we have here.
we named him Sioux. The breeding
poTr are o femele German Goshawk
ery and o Finnish
mele - my old aunling bird, bredt by
Chiis Brown, Bath were Brought in from
e UK.+ had mprintedt a male fom s
poiing in 2007 and hod grast success
hunting corvids and game and cre-
ated o sient howk al homs and in the
figld come November by doily kiing
ond leeding in the field. This hawk was
fedi n the eany siages of imprinting 5y
hend vl he Gould feed himself From
then on, fhe hawk was faken 1o the
lood far his meol rather than him ses-
ing me as the food pravider, hopafully
12 raduce Ihe noise the hawk would
make when it came 1a tha weigh! re-
euction prior o entering,

it stiet ot make any difersnce, The
neise ne mode was unbearable at
fimes. and rmy observotions os the
howk progressed made me wender i
nd feeding o hiding fhe food fed fo
an eyass mode any difference what-
scever, Eyosses scream 1o their parents
for faad in their eory sloges unil Ihey
saininaspendence ond stort Wing for
ihemseives, and then Ihey we on thair
owr. We hear spars caling in fhe
woads 10 ther parents for food in lete
rimer bul not in the winter menths
when they howe developed inla huni-
Ing mochines, They don't nesd mum
ang dad cnymere, s why cal for
them? | deciged ta openly rond fesd
m 2008 eyoss unll harel penning fust
like the pasent bird wauid do, binging
the lood to him in his dish when he
started fo ol for faod, On anival, he
would be soger foleed himselt. foking
gulps o fresh mincea quall and pigaen
uniithe had a decentsized crop. Then.
1 wiowld fap ug fhe eyass wilh o pair of
surgical tweezers unti he had taken his

Ihe river, binging il in the air but, hitling
the water logeter, fhe cuzk proke
free.

Hary Giberl kiled twe good hen
phecsenis later in Ihe day. Hi las! wos
ogoin, from caver oul info open
ground, a3 1he pheasant Fed in vain
lomake o distont plantatien. She wes
faken in open sheep aaslure.

mayn oedded anather pheasant fo his
ally ‘wilh snolher breothiaking (ight
down the iver valiey. This hawk con re-
alfy melor on and her pievious sea-
sons’ expatience shon fhrough

Fiickay woss our lost doy's nawking, we
ware boick on the keepeied graund
agein. We had one sip eech and the
weciher lumad nosty, orving sieet and
gusiing winds. It was absolulely frasz-
ing! The eyasses suffered the demp
condifiors and we rstirad fo fhe porta
abin fodry off ond have & cupga
Laler the wealher improved ond we
had some great flights. Siaux had frres
s, lwo cacks and o hen. anc he fiew
them like he wanled Them buf hod a
Blank day.

Harmy's howik flew her heart out ond she
crew & blank foo. Kenry fried his new
hawk for @ few sis in Ihe morming and
wai unlucky not o haid onto a cock
bird thot he puled dawn fair and
s, Bl to be honest he ws siohily
ovenweight ond has the moking of o
b wilh @ tig hearl, Martyn Forers
Fowk showed her experience again
and kilad two pheasonts. She is o
slrang fiysr and knows what she won's
and certainty knows how o gel . She
isal the pheosant from fne sip and e
pressure she puls on fhe bird s unre-
lenting, She was the best performing
hciwk over the whale week, kiling con-
sstently when the game was there lo
be had. | hape her success confinues
for martyn as ne nos put great effor
nte senieving Ihis standord,

1 wos geod o get away ond fiy in
company again afer a 12-manth gl
of hawking alone. The croic we had
with he lads was greal, end ine bar-
ter you coulan’t beat. We hod o full
Engiish bradkiasl covked by our land-
lady every maming for §4, and after
the fiying it wos down lo Iha local
hostelry for a couple of much resded
Rints ol Guinness ond a Ihiee-course
meal.

No cotuallies this year, thank ged, and

fill, This procedure camied an unfil he
was well feathersd. and lure fraining
began in sarnes

s ol cancemed al Ihs Hre obout
crealing o screaming hawk. which
was ingvilable. | wanted to create
one, then cure i, with kiling making it
sitent,

The noise was aready fnere al i
stagie when he become hungry, but
rot os acute ai Iofer o0 ot hunling
weight, He wos kep! o Ihres fighl medls
o ooy during early |ure treiring enel
then hwa In the iotter stage. He could
toke o decent sizec crop, something |
ot down to fopping Up with the tweez
15 af his meolimes rofher (han 24-hour
food owaiability. where ihe eyass just
picks when he s a lifle oec

Lure responise was gaod, ard soon he
hiak wess lying free ancl coming great
distances fo the lure. By

the hawk was chasing

d-Augus

quarry with

Qusta, He wos soon entered and tok-
ing raoks bul the noise the howk wos
making was o real probiém. Boxed of

off, This made things difficu when set-
fings up @ lip with the hawk o the f
walking the lane to the siip. The corvids
wauld be off, In fhe von with a diiver, i
was no beter

This fime of year heids plenty of aullisle,
sy youngsters for the hawk 10 copi-
talise n, ana soon the penny dropped
as 1o whal fhe game was al stout, |
nunted him in the eony momings, The
tormars were culling ek ciops ate
dlue fa fhe wettest summer an recard.
There was less noise in the sary siages
of spatiing. but if no quamy was found,
he dronped info he hasit of caling
out of boredom, | weuld say.

Ha became more confident on the

wie will be doing ff again next fime |
hope.

On my return to Co, Waterlord, the
hawk colled art Ihe ewn far fhe mom-
ing of cureetum, Tnen he stoppad. sm
ple as e, Ke hod been sient in
Scotand for ihe whele week, some-
ihing | expected in new sumoundings.
Perhaps tie aclivity he nod gaing on
for that week kept himout of the habis
and just fioped Ihe bolonce. Or was it
on the cards anyway?

| believe he had matured in Scotiand,
cume of age if you lke. He had re
alised who nis file was aoout - he was
o, not
fhe provider. hos coried an
throughout fhe rest of the season,
When he kiled, he wos fed ug, dium-
ming ito hm what ne had Desn
faught in his sarly deys. | st flsw him
every ooy 2nd ne ook s fil from the
fisicts; ranhits, phecsonts and crows,

1115 N ety Morizh anc e s wel info
itvese figures of haad foken, I's mock
3t compared ta some hawks that cre
faking muliies every outing. | ike to
think | created a manster and Then
funed him into the silent parner.

slack stuff. faking mogpies and rooks
1 toak him reobii newking and he soan
realised what the dog wos for, and
watched nis avery mave, waiting for
the rabbits 1o flush from ine cover, The
hawk was hunfing around the Vb, & %
at this stage. Il laak a whie for im fe

g8l the hang of stopping ne rabbils
‘with a head hold. When he did. he be-
o quite an exert, toking them on
rrms' oulings. The dag work kept him
ccupied and the howk wos aulel In
the field by this ime. 8ut at home the
noise was @ problem, even wilh a ful
cropl

He wos hunted in fhe mormings. fed on
His kil ane weaihered lor the rest of the
dlay of the far end of the garden. Even
there. os the food was digesting, we
could hear Him screaming in fhe
Fouse.

The ficde tumed in mid Nevermber. | wos
beginning Io have dousts in the bock
of ry minelif | hact done fhe fight hing,
He was quist in the field but of home
the noiss was Tritating. By ihis fime he
was killng every day ond os fit a5
salmon. | had a holdey booked in
Scotiend fiying phesants far o week.
The season had stored hera in ietand
and he had bonged a few, and | wes
loaking ferword fe mesling some of
my ol pals in the UK

I diave up fo Wicklow an fhe Friday
and met up with my pal Ken S
Later Ihal evening, we fook ihe fery
from Befast to Siramaer and drave on
10 ot vanue for the week, meefing up
with Martyn Furer, Harry Gilber, Mike
Tayior and lan Bel

Wes nch stk oos of Nowking necsants
Sioux performed o5 well o5 | cauld
hove wished for, consderng The
wealhsr concitiont in he sary port of
fhe week and the lack of gome or our
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TELEMETRY

IHC strongly recom-
mends the use of radio
telemetry by all mem-
bers when flying their
ds of prey.

Not to do so, especially
in the case of non-na-
tive species and hy-
brids, could Jeopardise
the good will that ex-
ists between the re-
sponsible falconers in
IHC, with the other non-
government organisa-
tions concerned with
conservation and
wildlife and with the
wildlife authorities
themselves.

Martyn Furbior with Imprint Farmala Bos and his exceent German Wirshaws Ponter Fiymn

9



1o work to.go ta, Yes. i1's Saturday,
the best day ol the week and
s not raining - well
nal sven windy, just @
gentle breeze blowing, periect for o
good day's hawking, The fere’s are
nnring up and own ine coge affer
slesping most of ine week, Tou wouki
think they know (| was a hunt day.
Maybe ihey do

Ir‘sucn\d Jonuary morming and |'ve

My springer spainiel sits watching the
nack deer, wailing for @ walk or
preferably o hunt. The Harms fies us

ey her avicry, bes ingling, She
also knows i's & huat dlay. i cou be
the oid wa coal that tefs trem know
eris it my benaviour? | see o differ-
ence in thei behaviour so they prob
abiy see a difference in mine

Evervane i excifed of fhe prospect of
a sucesssiul oufing. The Harris flies
siraight infa her bon, the ferets are
collared and iy fa get info the comisr
Dox Larer, they will be reraping fo el
back aul and info the worens, | give
the diag @ run round e ocal fisld to
Je Hirm ermply. He sioesn't 2o n hisrun

He doesn't bark eifher, nat even af
fhe neightows' eats, allough he ikes
chasing ther {great dogs springersl).

S0 dog in boof, me in car whare o2
The pheasanis are gul of bounds as
the ool are in ful swing for fhe next
Couple ol waeks, 50 i1s Ciows o rab-
bits tocay - can't use dag for crows,
30 rabbds f 5. Do | go local and work:
herct for saich rabioit or da the long
dive 1o Ihe real infesied robbi
ground? The Iocol ground can be
rep! for wet or windy days 5o let's not
waste the good weather ond go for o
bug and o nig dive, |1 wil be
worlh if

The farmer wil be pleased lo see me.

T usually start with a bit of dog waork fo

let nim know he is parl of he leam
)

A Good Saturday

and rake the edge off him. Ha ang
the bira ke working lagether. The fer-
rats produce mere raoblls bul hers
are no lang waits autside holes — iis
norstep action. | lave f| when he
fiushos ane and the bird s dght obove
fim and staops fo conquer the fiesing
rabit. | say ta mysell: ‘| could have
filmied that and shared it with other
hunters” It 5o rarely happens when you
oring a comcorder.

Al rore dog work and heril's the
femets tum, This i where the poer dag
has 1o et back info fist gear. | put
Rim o sit and he warches fe hales,
knowing il Gne balls he ain't allowed
10 budge. | sit Him where | dant want
e rantll fo wn, ke @ stop on o
phecsant shoot. | put the bird n the
tree where | think the ranbit wil run
ana amduce a good fign', | hide my
self o use mysell os another sop. The
ferret nos en‘ered and fhers is forl si
lance af this paint,

I amn feialy obliviows 12 the oulsde
warld, completely focusea an e
wesan, weilling o7 a bolt, aset of sor
showing at the enfrance, a bumping
nolse inchcating o dkely bolt, the dog
turning his head at arabbit| con't see
aue ia ine nedge. the bird craning
ner neckindicafing the femrmetis cut on
the other side of the dilch, or the best
sign of af, @ bell fngling and her stoop-
ing lolowed by o squedl.

[ run in auiekly ond dispatch the rab-
bil, Irads it for o Bt of sleak and i's ol
back o positions. The 0oargag i« stil in
posifion. same ogain, Ihen | need fa
dig - you con only Make 5o much
nose then fhe bunmes foke fheir
charices with Seralchy the heb. s
what I call a fatal mistake and it's the:
same resull svary lime. | call in fhe
diog and sfort digging. Feret aut and
n Box. now the hard bit, The bird
knavs the scare so she s on fhe pie of
sail. The doq's between my legs so | lie

Tery Turkington, Co Antrim

down with Bock fo the oirg, 1 then put
fhie bog over he hole and slio e rab-
bil info I bag. Then il in the hoe.

rice and near, leaving the soil aninch
high fa allow for sinking in fime,

Trie problem now (albeit a good ang)
is thal there's three or four rabbils in
the bag and s heavy, 0 | planit the
rabs oul of site from e bird 1o be
collected on fhe way back. Il is uiu-
ally @ good fime to reium 1o e cor
Pt rabbits in e coet and have o
coffee breck or unch. | don't drink fea
o [
coffes and my feam gon't ke treaks
— they are ol fit 50 on we go,

wore fushing for the dog. He i mad
Tor work after sifing outdde fhe DU
Tow for 50 long. The haw takes an
oiher rabbil, | give her a feed of I and
it's time: for home — bog too heavy,
Ofhierwise | wauld hurt en

e will all sieep well fonight. Roll on
Sundoy.

The msrel ol he story is that you can
Aunt further fram nome and stil be
hame eaily wilh mors rabkatsl

Happy hunting

Photo by Keiya Nakajima



