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BISHKEK (TCA) — Falconry has always
been considered a regal and noble pursuit,
and falcons have been thought of as sa-
cred.  A falcon soaring high in the sky is
considered a sun god and the harbinger of
good news.  Today good news has come
via an English country estate — namely
Englefield near Reading, where the first
International Falconry Festival took place
this summer.  Central Asia was represented
by hunters from Turkmenistan, Kazakh-
stan and Kyrgyzstan.  According to Al-
mazbek Akunov, the Kyrgyz falconer,
“they opened a window on Europe.”  Fur-
thermore, they have all been invited to
France to take part in a meeting of the
International Federation of Falconry in
November 2007.
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“Falconry is a game of
chance and in many countries
today its popularity is growing.
This also explains the great in-
terest expressed in all aspects
of falconry – its history, its
techniques, and the schools that
teach its skills – all around the
world. However, it is in the
wild expanses of Central Asia
where the pursuit began, which

then later spread throughout 70
countries,” says Dr. Nick Fox,
who took part in the recent
UNESCO Intangible Cultural
Heritage Convention. “It is very
important to understand and
better inform people around the
world of the importance of fal-
conry as a part of our world
cultural legacy.”

The latest falconry festival
in Englefield — coorganized by
the Hawk Board (the patron of
falconry in the United King-
dom), and the International As-
sociation of Falconry and the
Preservation of Birds of Prey
— was the first step in this
important matter.

“This event is a gathering of
hunters from 33 states,” said
Evgenii Shergalin, an assistant
to the vice-president of the fes-
tival. “The festival was a splen-
did opportunity to show specta-
tors elements of each participat-
ing nation’s heritage and cul-
ture.  With this in mind there
were many extra exhibits and
demonstrations organised for
visitors. We had displays given
by hunters from Spain, Hunga-
ry, the Czech Republic, Slova-
kia and Poland.  There was an
Arab village and an aul (a Cen-

tral Asian village) with Central
Asian yurts set up on site.  Fi-
nally, there was a ceremonial
parade with all participants
marching in national costume,
of course there were the birds,
but we also had hunters with
dogs, horses and camels,
which showed the national cul-
ture of every country.  At the
head of the parade were the
delegations from Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan and Turkmenistan.”

 “Delegations from the
USA, France, Germany, Bel-
gium, Japan, Brazil, China,
South Korea and other coun-

tries visited the yurts of the
falconers from Turkmenistan,
Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan,”
relates Almazbek Akunov, one
of the representatives from
Kyrgyzstan.  “In spite of the
fact that the Kazakh delegation
of 13 hunters was acknowl-
edged as the best, it was not-
ed that the best birds of prey
were born in Kyrgyzstan.  The
falcons from the Kazakh
steppes are much smaller than
the Kyrgyz mountain falcons,

which are the biggest in the
world.  The Kazakhs’ success
can be explained by the fact
that in their country, a lot of
attention has been devoted both
to the sport and the preserva-
tion of its ancient traditions for
a long time.”

Nick Fox who has already
been to Issyk-Kul for a seminar
on ecology and was fascinated
by the beauty of the Kyrgyz
countryside commented: “It is a
pity that your enthusiasm for
the revival of this national sport
is not supported by your Gov-
ernment like your Kazakh

neighbours.”
The Kyrgyz participants in

the festival asked for govern-
ment help to finance their trip
to the festival, but to no avail.
“The travel expenses, food, and
accommodation were paid for
by the hosts, however we
bought the presents and national
costumes, made a documentary
film, and transported all our
equipment and the yurt with
our own money. One of us
even sold his last cow to go to

the festival!” they sadly relate.
“We even asked the Kazakhs,
who today have many schools
which teach hunting with birds
of prey, to write to our Gov-
ernment about the need for
Kyrgyzstan to join the World
Association.  The Turkmens
joined 7 years ago and the Ka-
zakhs 6 years ago.  Kyrgyzstan
has not conducted a single fal-
conry event for over 10 years
despite a huge interest in us
from abroad.”

Nevertheless, the festival was
the first exchange of informa-
tion between hunters from such
a wide range of countries.  As
a reminder of the event a white
yurt given by the Kazakhs re-
mained in Great Britain, which
can be found in a prominent
place in the British Museum.

Upon their return from
Great Britain, Almazbek Akunov,
Aitbek Sulaimanbekov and Tal-
garbek Shaibyrov, with the help
of their friends from the Ton
region, began to prepare for the
National Festival of National
Hunting and Sports.  Many
hunters from abroad expressed
a wish to take part in the event

and see for themselves how the
birds of prey and the taigan
hunting dogs live and breed in
mountain conditions.

Kazakhstan has invited the
Kyrgyz hunters to the autumn
Open Hunting Championship,
because the Kyrgyz showed
they were organized, could put
on a good show and demon-
strated a high level of expertise
with the birds.  In England,
they even outshone competitors
from the Czech Republic and
Hungary who are famous for
their hunting traditions.  But in
Kyrgyzstan itself, only one fal-
conry school remains (in the
Ton region) where today the
Small Grants Programme is
working to protect the wild
birds, which are suffering from
a lack of feeding places.

Asek Radjapov is the most
experienced falconer in the village
of Bokonbaevo in Issyk-Kul and
Ishenbek Kadyrov is proud of
the fact that he has the largest
falcon in the region.  Ulan Kara-
vaev has already raised three fal-
cons: “This is the best part of
our work, it’s what pleases us
enthusiasts the most.” 
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Kyrgyz falconry heritage
neglected by the government
Continued from page 1



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


