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Inventory list of the Falconry element of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

13/9/2019

Definition of falconry

It is a term that is intended to consist of everything correlated to the hobby of falconry,
involving the falcon and how to deal with it and train it, as well as, studying its character,
psychological aspects and health status.

On the other hand, knowing all the tools the falcon requirements to ensure that they are
well-maintained by falconers, as well as hunting times, migrations’ seasons, hunting
grounds, their knowledge and access to them, and the appropriate atmosphere for the
falcon to launch, whether for training or hunting.

(Saudi Society for Culture and Arts, 2000)

Detailed description

The Bedouins used to utilize falcons for hunting. Moreover, the hunting season commences
during the end of the calendar year, and occasionally it begins early in the middle of
November in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. As for the people of the desert, the best times
for hunting for them is during Al-Murabaniyah, meaning in December.

Falcons are divided into two types:
1- The peregrine falcon

2- The lanner falcon

Among the tools that the falconer uses and carries with him: the falcon's burga, the mursal,
and some types of birds to feed the falcons. The falconer is also drawn into hunting different
animals using falcons such as rabbits, pigeons, etc. When we talk about falconry and its
elongated history, we find that it has gone through many stages, without a doubt that the
first acquisition of the lanner falcon and the peregrine was by some kings, for them to be
distinguished, and then there came a stage that was a turning point, the largest in the
history of falcons, both peregrine and lanner, which is the stage of hunting with them, even
if it is only for fun, then there came a stage in which falconry was a requirement sometimes
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through which the hunter might secure food, and then the last stage of falconry, which is
the current stage and its practice is known as an authentic hobby, falconers consider it as a
special pleasure, the taste of which is known only to those who practiced this hobby, which
is undoubtedly distinguished by The Arabian Peninsula people from others.

(Al-Qahtani, 1996)

Those who follow the history of falconry, which are found in many books, will find that the
first to hunt falcons was Al-Harith Bin Muawiyah al-Kindi, and that he stood one day on a
hunter who set up a net for some birds, and a falcon attacked these birds and as it devoured
them, so he hunted the falcon and put it in his house to feed, discipline and teach it hunting.
While Al-Harith was with the falcon one day, when a rabbit caught sight, the falcon flew and
hunted it in no time, so Al Harith admired the falcon, and the Arabs after him, considered
falcons as a mean of hunting. And it was said that the first to ever own the peregrine falcon
and hunted with, was Constantine, the king of Amoriah. However, it was said that the
peregrine was hugely used as decoration for the roman kings in Morocco.

And the most likely saying in falconry is that the first bird to acquire was the Peregrine, as it
was raised by Persian kings and Khosrow used to place it next to him while he is sitting as a
kind of distinction. On the other hand, the first to acquire the lanner falcons were the kings
of Rome and lanners used to be placed next to Caesar, but it does not mean more than that.
Only the Arabs knew the magnitude of these great birds, they are the first to have caught it
without a doubt. And some say that non-arabs do not have any mention on falconry, they
believe that the first to acquire falcons are the Arabs, and they hunted with it and knew its
value and as it resembles the authentic Arab man.

(Ahmed Abdel Ghaffar, 1987)
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