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Falconry
Daejeon Metropolitan City-designated Intangible Cultural Heritage no. 8

Date of designation: February 18, 2000
Location: Jung-gu, Daejeon Metropolitan City

Historical records show that falconry is a time-old tradition of hunting to catch pheasants
and wild rabbits by flying trained falcons, which was widely practiced in ancient Egypt and
Persia. It prevailed in India, where some argue that the tradition was originated from. In
China, it was popular during the Yuan dynasty. On the Korean peninsula, falconry was also
practiced from ancient times, as evidenced by mural paintings from the Guguryeo period
and the records in Samguk yusa (Memorabilia of Three Kingdoms) and Samguk Sagi (History
of Three Kingdoms).

There was a time when falcons from the Gando (Jiando) region and provinces in the present
DPR Korea, particularly called haedongcheong (meaning “a falcon with blue feathers”), were
exported to China and Japan. It was popular among aristocrats during the Goryeo dynasty
(918-1392), and under the reign of King Chungryeol, the Office of Falconry called ‘Eungbang’
was established to breed and train falcons. Although the agency continued to exist through
the Joseon dynasty (1392-1910), it became a matter of controversy very often as it put
heavy burdens on commaners. During the colonial period, it was spread among commoners
as well and practiced nationwide.

Master Park Yong-sun learned from his father the skills as a child and began his practice in
his early teens. He provided his military service as a falcon trainer and has faithfully
inherited the tradition.
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Falconry (Master Park Jeong-o)
Jeollabuk-do Intangible Cultural Heritage no.20

Date of designation: March 23, 2007
Location: Jinan-gun, Jeollabuk-do Province

Falconry was presumed to be practiced in Manchu area during the Gojoseon period and
became popular in the Three Kingdoms of Korea. The Goryeo dynasty (918-1392)
established and operated an agency called “Eungbang” specialized in falconry, which was
later expanded into “Naeeungbang” during the Joseon dynasty (1392-1945). The practice
was banned by the Japanese colonial power, being considered as a tradition of Joseon,
though it revived after liberation. However, the tradition has faded away with time.

Baekun-myeon in Jinan is a plateau area inhabited by many wild fowls including pheasants,
which move toward nearby villages during the snowy season, thus creating an environment

best suited for falconry.

Currently, Master Park Jeong-o succeeds to the practice as a recognized traditional falconer.
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